Modern Architecture
in Putney & Roehampton

Love it or loathe it, in among the Victorian and Edwardian terraces and office blocks of SW15, we have some
wonderful modern architecture. There are some absolute gems of design – some the heritage of tomorrow,
and some not so good but too big to ignore.
This Modern Architecture in SW15 gazetteer of about 85 entries isn’t comprehensive, it’s quite a subjective
selection and we make no apology for leaving out those just ‘keeping in keeping’. There are many more
unexceptional blocks of flats and too many houses in well or badly done period dress. We hope that what
we have included will open your eyes to the delights of twentieth and twenty‐first century architecture.
The Gazetteer is below. We expect to add highlights in downloadable walking trails.
Please note that many of these properties are private, even public buildings such as schools. All the images
have been taken from the public highway but of course we hope that the owners, proud of what they have
and of the public interest in them, will think about opening up their properties on occasion, for example
through London Open House for us all to enjoy.
Have fun!

Educational

E1

Oasis Academy, Putney Common, 2016, by Sprunt Architects; Durkan Construction
The scheme completed in 2016 in partnership with the London Borough of Wandsworth provides a
new primary school at Putney Green. Located on the former Putney Hospital site on the edge of
Putney Common, the school was financed with cross subsidy proceeds from the sale of 24 new
apartments at the northern end. The design for the residential elements includes substantial
balconies or terraces, private amenity space; basement parking and centralised energy systems.
An undersized site is addressed with a rooftop playground.

E2

Brandlehow Primary School, Brandlehow Rd, 1950, by Ernő Goldfinger
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Ernő Goldfinger RA (1902 –1987) was a Hungarian‐born architect and designer of furniture who
moved to the UK in the 1930s, and became a key member of the Modernist architectural movement.
Brandlehow Primary School is listed Grade II, one of only two schools built on Goldfinger's own school
building system, the other one being Greenside School in Shepherds Bush. The site in Putney (like
most schools traditionally) includes a caretaker's cottage, also designed by Goldfinger. In 2007 the
cottage was demolished by the property development company Arbus Ltd, in contravention of the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Following prosecution by London
Borough of Wandsworth the developer was ordered to rebuild the cottage. More recent expansion
with timber clad extensions by Arcadis LLP.
National Heritage List For England
Buildings of England
https://www.architectsjournal.co.uk/home/case‐study‐5‐brandlehow‐school/170639.article
E3

Putney Library Extension, 1998, 5‐7 Disraeli Road
Extension to the grade II listed Library built to designs of architect Francis J Smith in 1899, the original
library was also refurbished at the same time. It won the Mayor's Award for access for wheelchair
users and hearing disability aids. Winner ‐ Public Library Building Award 1999 for the United Kingdom
and Ireland, in the large refurbished library category.

E4

Putney High School PAC, Putney Hill, 2015, Open Architecture London Ltd
The existing hall was converted to provide extra storage, access facilities and teaching areas. The
transformed space introduces the latest music and speech systems together with balconies,
retractable seating and a dividing partition that provides flexible usage. Reversible oak and fabric
wall panelling introduces the ability to adjust the degree of reflection and absorption to suit speech
and music. The project was a finalist in the AJ Retrofit Awards for ‘Best Education Building’.

E5

Extension to Mayfield School (now Ashcroft) 100 West Hill, 1955, by Powell & Moya for London
County Council; renovation by Architecture PLB
The extension to the existing Mayfield girls' school provided 1,620 new places and converted the
school into a girls' comprehensive. Originally the new buildings were designed during a steel
shortage, the three‐storey buildings with brick structural walls were deemed to save steel and
provide an economical solution. ‘One of the best modern buildings in Britain’ according to Ian Nairn
although the current green exterior is a multi‐million pound refurb completed in 2010 by Architecture
PLB.
Buildings of England, London South
Ian Nairn, Modern Buildings in London, 1964.

E6

Elliott School now Ark Putney Academy, Pullman Gardens, 1953‐6 designed by G. A. Trevett of the
London County Council Architects' Department. Remodelled 2012 by architects Hawkins Brown
Elliott School is a very rare example of a listed (Grade II) post‐war school, recognised both for its
overall planning and for its wealth of decorative detail. The building was added to the Statutory List
following the Post‐War Steering Group’s thematic surveys in the early 1990s describing it as ‘the
outstanding LCC in‐house comprehensive of the 1950s’. It made special mention of its cruciform plan,
its debts to Lubetkin and the Royal Festival Hall, and its tile panel at the back. It re‐opened as Ark
Putney Academy in 2012 following a £30m remodel of internal areas with enhanced sports facilities.
Shortlisted for 2017 Civic Trust Award.
National Heritage List For England
WANDSWORTH HERITAGE SERVICES
Buildings of England
https://c20society.org.uk/casework/elliott‐school‐putney‐comprehensively‐outstanding/
https://academytoday.co.uk/Article/refurbished‐ark‐putney‐unveiled
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E7

Chadwick Hall, Downshire House, Roehampton Lane, 2016, by Henley Halebrown. Landscape
Architect, Gross Max.
Commissioned by the University of Roehampton, the three student residences are situated in the
grounds of the Grade II* listed 18th century Georgian villa Downshire House and adjacent to the
London County Council’s Grade II* listed Alton West Estate. It has won or been shortlisted for several
prizes: EU Mies Award, (Nominated) 2019; RIBA Stirling Prize, (Shortlisted) 2018; RIBA National
Award, 2018; RIBA Regional Award, London, 2018; New London Awards, Housing, (Shortlisted) 2018;
Wandsworth Mayor's Design Award, 2017.

E8

Roehampton University Library and student housing, Roehampton Campus, 2017, Feilden Clegg
Bradley Studios; construction firm Osbornes.
The new Library is the centrepiece of the University’s campus masterplan and characterised by a
generous park and garden landscape that makes it unique among London’s universities. It creates a
new identity for the University addressing the entrance to the campus as well as connecting the Digby
Stuart and Southlands Colleges. It delivers over 1,200 study spaces, staff support and work areas as
well as a number of specialist functions. The building has a roof‐mounted 3.5kW photovoltaic array
and connection to a combined heat and power unit that also supplies the neighbouring Elm Grove
residential and conference centre. It has won an RIBA National Award 2018, RIBA London Award
2018, and commended for New London Architecture: Education 2018.

E9

Roehampton Library see below under Alton Estate

E10

Heathmere School see below under Alton Estate

Leisure

L1

Putney Baths, Upper Richmond Road, 1968, by Powell & Moya
By Powell and Moya the architects responsible for Skylon at the 1951 Festival of Britain, the original
design consisted of five linked, mainly white rendered concrete and glazed blocks. The potential for
national listing is unfortunately compromised: 'Had Powell and Moya’s original design been left
intact, the Putney Leisure Centre, may well have been nationally listed. But in the 1980s the corner
of the L‐shaped pool hall was infilled by a clumsy, glazed extension which houses a jacuzzi at pool
level and a fitness suite above’. The ingenious roof over the main pool combines a long span structure
with tall windows for ample daylight.
Locally Listed
Buildings of England
English Heritage Played in Britain 2014

L2

Roehampton Club clubhouse, Priory Lane, 1968, by Scott Brownrigg Turner
Concrete framework with glazed aluminium curtain walling on first floor and at entrance, it replaced
the old one storey wooden club house. Scott Brownrigg Turner also designed the Yvonne Arnaud
Theatre in Guildford.
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A History of Roehampton Club 1901 to 2001
L3

Imperial College Boathouse, Embankment, 1938, by Charles Bristow
Opened by Lord Desborough in1938, designed and built by Charles Bristow, the commemorative
plaque from the occasion reads, "May all who use this boathouse in it find such happiness and make
such friendships as may endure throughout their lives".
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/about/history/boat‐club/

L4

LTA National Tennis Centre, Priory Lane, 2007, by Hopkins Architects;
Sports Canopy, by George Stowell.
The high‐performance training facility of the Lawn Tennis Association was designed by Hopkins
Architects, the designers of Portcullis House. The new demountable sports canopy was the first of its
type in the UK and a world first in the sports sector. It won both a British Construction Industry Award
and The Institution of Civil Engineers London ‘Special Award’ in 2011.

L5

Ibstock Place School Performing Arts Centre, 2015, by Barnsley Hewett & Mallinson (BH&M)
The performing arts centre comprises a drama school, green room, foyer and 300 seat theatre. The
main auditorium seats 300, including balconies. While the primary emphasis was on drama, the
auditorium was designed to cater for music, lectures, film, assemblies, events and examinations.
Battledore were the contractors for the mechanical and public health services.

L6

Odeon Cinema, 25 Putney High Street, opened 1975, by Richard Seifert & Partners
Replaced the demolished Regal Cinema, renamed Odeon in 2000.

Public and
Commercial

PC1

St Mary’s Church, Putney High Street, restoration 1973‐82 by Ronald G Sims
Parts of the existing church survive from medieval times and the early 16th‐century with substantial
reconstruction dating from 1836. In a major restoration following the arson attack in 1973, the
orientation of the church was turned through 90 degrees with the altar not in the chancel or at the
eastern end of the nave but halfway down the northern side of the nave, with the seating arranged
to reflect this. The modern organ is the work of the Danish firm Marcussen & Son.

PC2

The Brewer Building, 2005, by Lipinski Pates Architects (LPA)
Replacing the 1950s church hall, the Brewer Building won a Wandsworth Council’s Design Award for
2007.

PC3

Thai Square, Embankment, c1995/6, by Paskins Kyriakides Sands,(PKS)
Opened in 1997, the external shape of this building resembles a ship employing modern materials
ranging from a waterproof concrete basement raft to a lightweight steel and glass superstructure.
The structural engineers were Alan Conisbee and Associates. It has won awards from the Royal
Institute of Architecture, the American Institute of Architecture and Wandsworth Corporation.
http://www.pksarchitects.com/publications.php
http://www.pksarchitects.com/projects/putneybridge.php
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PC4

Putney Wharf Tower, 2003, by St George South London Ltd with architects Patel Taylor
Putney Wharf is a remodelled office tower (the 1960s ICL building), converted by expanding the
rectangular footprint with a curved extension to the river front and adding four storeys to create 67
two and three bed apartments and 36 affordable units. The 15, 16 and 17th floors comprise a 3 storey
penthouse. It won a Building for Life Award in 2005.

PC5

Jubilee House, 230‐232 Putney Bridge Road, 1966 Richard Seifert & Partners; contractors William
Moss & Sons Ltd
Col. Seifert is probably best known for Centre Point at the end of Oxford Street. His firm pioneered
the use of storey height pre‐cast panel construction for offices developments in the 1960’s.

PC6

Putney Exchange, 1990, by Chapman Taylor, remodelled in 2016
The shopping centre, built in 1990, is owned by BlackRock who, in 2016 gave it a £10 million revamp.
In 2013, the buildings occupied by Millets and Thomas Cook were demolished to extend it by building
the two storey H&M store on two floors, which opened in 2014. The stained glass feature at the front
of the Exchange was be taken out for restoration, then returned to the centre of the new entrance.

PC7

Lloyds Bank, 110 Putney High Street, 1927‐8 by Sir Edward Maufe
In the Egyptian style by Sir Edward Maufe who, apart from being the designer of Guildford Cathedral,
designed several branch banks for Lloyds.
Locally listed
Wandsworth Heritage Services
Buildings of England

PC8

89‐93 Putney High Street (Metro Bank) 2018, PHASE3; principal contractor ARJ Construction Ltd
Art deco‐inspired 6 storey development for Thackeray Estates combines residential with ground‐floor
retail. It includes 15 apartments, a shared rooftop terrace and green roofs, with curved corners
allowing more pedestrian space based on the two storey similarly styled 1930’s BHS store which
stood here before this.

PC9

Zeeta House, 200 Upper Richmond Road c1936 by Bernard George
The only significant example of late Art Deco in Putney. Designed by Bernard George, chief architect
of Barkers of Kensington with exterior decoration by sculptor William Gilbert. The 2nd floor offered
a well‐known banqueting hall with an illuminated ceiling similar to the Rainbow Room at Derry &
Toms on Kensington High Street, also by Bernard George.
Wandsworth Heritage Services
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_files/Buildings‐
Panel/Zeeta_House_Cinemas_Pubs.pdf

PC10 Upper Richmond Road overview
Until the 1960’s this part of the Upper Richmond Road was still lined with pairs of large Victorian
houses from the first wave of post railway development. In the 1960’s they were mostly replaced by
undistinguished office block 6‐7 storeys high. 50 years later, no longer meeting modern commercial
standards these in turn gave way to the current canyon of residential (over shops required by the
council) of varying design quality with high‐rise predominating in the stretch from Putney High Street
to East Putney Tube station including Putney Plaza (Art Estates Ltd), Carlton House (Assael Architects),
and London Square (Allford Hall Monaghan Morris).
PC11 Queen Mary’s Hospital Roehampton Lane, 2006, architect Devereux
Originally a 200 bed military hospital, Queen Mary’s opened its doors to its first 25 patients in 1915.
The new hospital opened to the public in February 2006.
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Individual Houses

IH1

Bowling Green Close overview
Bowling Green House, once the home of William Pitt, was sold for development in the 1930s. A
number of fine houses in Arts and Crafts or in the International Modernist style were built forming a
unique development in Wandsworth borough since the other 1930s developments in the area are
the planned estates of mansion flats, which look to a Tudor vernacular for their inspiration. Bowling
Green Close represents a very distinctive blend of 1930s International Modernism coupled with a
typically English cul‐de‐sac format. These buildings are of real architectural interest and are
particularly notable as not only were three of them designed by Wallis, Gilbert & Partners, but one
was built as a home for Thomas and Douglas Wallis of that partnership.
WBC Putney Heath CAA and MS
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/downloads/file/1413/putney_heath_ca_appraisal_and_managme
nt_strategy

IH2

Pitt Cottage, 1936
In the Arts and Crafts vernacular revival style, with a hipped roof, full height hipped bay and dormer
windows in the steep roof slope. The simple round ‐ arched doorway and steel windows with glazing
bars accentuate the cottage style.
Putney Heath CAA and MS final

IH3

Bowling Green House
Is in more Spanish style, with a wing set at right angles to the main house. Rendered with a green‐
grey pantile roof, the black‐painted Crittall frames provide a contrast to the otherwise spare
elevations.
Putney Heath CAA and MS final

IH4

Chatham House, 1933
Is built of a brown brick and has some of its dark green painted (a typical original colour for these)
steel‐framed windows set at the corners of its front and side elevations. The flat‐roofed, squared‐off
design is typical of the Art Deco/Modern movement, but is unusual in that it is not rendered, which
allows for some decorative brickwork over the front entrance.
Putney Heath CAA and MS final
Local list

IH5

Pitts Walk, 1935, Wallis, Gilbert and Partners
This house illustrates the curved forms so typical of 1930s Modernism, but adapted in a very English
manner. The curve of the porch echoes that of the main house, and the flat‐roofed tower adds to the
elegant visual composition. The architects were Wallis, Gilbert and Partners, famous for their Art
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Deco factory buildings (the Hoover factory in Perivale and the Golden Mile factories on the Great
West Road), along with Victoria Coach Station.
Putney Heath CAA and MS final
Local List
IH6

Ridings (formerly Bowling Green Place) 1935, by Wallis, Gilbert and Partners
This is possibly the best of the Modernist houses, and, sitting on a corner plot, it can show off
elevations to two streets. A sweeping balcony fronts Bowling Green Close itself, while the entrance
is covered by an elegant, understated canopy stretching around the right angle created by the two
intersecting wings. The elevation containing the long, tall staircase window rises to form the chimney‐
stack which overlooks the flat sun‐deck roof at the front of the house. The whole is a distinctive model
of organic design forms.
Putney Heath CAA and MS final
Local List

IH7

Hollwood and Moonside, 1935, probably by Wallis, Gilbert and Partners
This, originally one house with the former’s name, are rendered two‐storey flat‐roofed properties
with band courses running around the building above and below and helping to define the steel‐
framed windows. Square in form with one curving section to the front elevation, they present the
entrance of Bowling Green Close with Hollwood having a simple but decorative boundary wall
including a pattern formed from ridge tiles. Split into two houses in 1960.
Putney Heath CAA and MS final
Local List

IH8

5 Garden Close Portsmouth Road, c1989 by Jestico & Whiles
Modern movement glass cube sitting in former walled garden, designed by Tom Jestico for his own
use. Slightly oriental in style, the low glass house is screened by lines of black‐stemmed bamboos.
Sometimes open to the public.

IH9

7 Rusholme Road, c 2002, by The Pike Practice
Mid grey rendered renovation of existing house.

IH10 1,2 &3 Stonechat Mews (Roehampton Close), 2016, by Crawford Partnership
3 new‐build contemporary homes creating a vista along a renovated mews with an enclosed
landscaped south facing courtyard at the front, and with framed two‐storey windows facing onto the
mews. To the rear, double height fully glazed winter gardens open onto private gardens. Winner in
BUILD 2017 Best Residential Development
IH11 15 Granard Avenue, 2012, by Trevor Sutters
A self‐build project, built on the site of a former 1950’s house maximises vistas from upper decks and
balconies over the landscaped gardens to front and rear. Simple geometric forms marry with a
minimal materials pallet externally to create a layering of forms. The project is also heavily influenced
by Passivhaus design principles of low energy, high level of insulation and air tightness balanced
by whole house ventilation.
IH12 20 Granard Avenue
Two storey, white rendered with black framed windows, tiled roof with pillared porch way.
The adjacent matching no.22 is less effective without the black detailing.
IH13 11 and 11a Chartfield Avenue, 1988‐89, Dale Loth Architects
Barrel vaulted top floor room, folding doors to ground floor terrace facing street. 11a is an annexe.
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David Anderson
UK Modern House Index
IH14 76.5 Chartfield Avenue, 2010‐13, by Eldridge Smerin
Corten weathered Steel & Glass House
IH15 1A Luttrell Avenue, c2005, MacKenzie Wheeler
Yellow brick and rendered house with a metal sheet pitched roof.
David Anderson
IH16 Thunderbird House 59 Rotherwood Road, 2005, Nick Allen & Steve O’Connell
The Thames‐side home of award‐winning designer Nick Allen housed model‐making workshops used
by both Muppet’s creator Jim Henson and Gerry Anderson of Thunderbirds fame ‐ hence the house’s
name. Anderson built Supercar here, the star of an early 60s TV series. With its monopitch roof,
vertical lines and galvanised steel balconies, the three‐storey, three‐bedroom house is in dramatic
contrast to the surrounding Victorian terraces. It is further characterised by its abundant use of
glazing and large, open internal spaces.
David Anderson
IH17 51‐55 Festing Road
Post war infill after bomb damage. Much altered, the infills against the old terraces each end are
more recent additions.
IH18 84 Deodar Road, c2004, Carnell Green
3 storey family house.
IH19 65a Wadham Road, 2015, by naganJohnson Architects
A two‐storey, one bedroom house built on the site of a 3m domestic garage. A galley kitchen was
placed against the staircase which gives access to a small office space overlooking a roof terrace. The
facades are clad in dark zinc in order to set the building back visually from its neighbours.
https://www.ajbuildingslibrary.co.uk/projects/display/id/7364
IH20 Roedean Crescent/Roehampton Gate overview
Originally the grounds of the Georgian ‘Templeton’ which still stands on Priory Lane, this estate was
developed in the 1930’s with large 5 bedroom detached houses to a range of plans and offered in
three contrasting external styles. In the 20C many of the original houses have been replaced with
ever larger houses, some interesting modern designs, too often faux classical mansions.
IH21 33 Roehampton Gate, 1965‐56, David and Miriam Hallett
IH22 8 Roedean Crescent, 2017, Paul Brookes Architects
Paul Brookes’ firm have been responsible for many of the replacement houses in this area.
IH23 32 Roedean Crescent, 2008, Gregory Philips Architects
White rendered with metal pitch roof
David Anderson
IH24 36 and 38 Roedean Crescent, 2006, Cantos Bailey
Pair of luxury houses.
David Anderson
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IH25 26 Bessborough Road, 1938, by Connell Ward and Lucas
Twenty years after building this Colin Lucas was Architect‐in‐Charge of the Alton West development.
Concrete frame, grey brick and some stucco, the house is 2 storeys in an international modern idiom.
The elevation to street has continuous glazing to both floors with a stuccoed strip between storeys
continuing beyond glazing to left to form a balcony on left return. Protruding concrete flat roof.
Balconied garden façade. And the whole subsequently surrounded by Alton East housing estate.
National Heritage List For England Listed Grade II
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1357689
J Gould. Modern Houses in Britain, 1919‐1939
Buildings of England
IH26 Dorich House, Kingston Vale (SW15) 1935‐6, designed by Dora Gordine
Dorich House is the former studio home of the sculptor Dora Gordine and her husband Richard Hare,
a scholar of Russian art and literature. Now Grade II listed, the building was completed in 1936, to
Gordine’s design for her own use as a sculpture studio and gallery as well as a house, assisted by the
architect H I Cole. The building, overlooking Richmond Park, was designed as a sculptural object to
be seen in the round and has no principal elevation. It is considered an exceptional example of a
modern studio house created by and for a female artist.
National Heritage List for England listed grade II
https://www.dorichhousemuseum.org.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1300092
IH27 1a,b,c, 4,5 Ullswater Close, Kingston (SW15) Group of 5 Huf Haus, no 3 under construction
Founded in 1917 Huf Haus is an international firm designing houses in the Bauhaus architectural
tradition based on the German Fachwerk (Frame House), it also aims to be a market leader in green
construction. Working in the UK for the past 15 years, each house is individually designed by architect
Peter Huf.
https://www.huf‐haus.com/en‐uk/europa/london/

Private Blocks and Estates

Pr1

31 Putney Hill, 2012, Barnes Design
Renovation, re-cladding and refurbishment of the existing 1960’s building and 18 flats with two
additional storeys and the whole united by new wrap-around balconies.

Pr2

Putney Square, Putney Hill, 2011, Barratt
Large development of 210 studio, one‐, two‐ and three‐bedroom flats and penthouses on the site of
the old South Thames College.

Pr3

Ullswater, Putney Hill, 1935
The two‐storey development of two blocks sits in the plot formerly occupied by a single Victorian
house, with a central garden overlooked by all flats. It is a good example of a 1930s flat development,
on a smaller scale than Manor Fields, Highlands Heath and Wildcroft Manor, but no less careful and
imaginative in its details.
Putney Heath CAA & MS
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Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Pr4

Windermere, Lytton Grove
3 blocks of 2 storey brick apartments around a formal garden. Distinctive wrought ironwork on
entrance gates.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations

Pr5

2‐56 Colebrook Close, West Hill, 1934, by Marshall and Tweedy
A private development of 28 flats with distinctive green roofs, a caretaker's flat and garages set in a
landscaped garden, 1934, by the architects Marshall and Tweedy for property developer Edward
Coller. 2‐56 (even numbers) including the Lodge and garages below the Lodge, are considered an
exemplary development of private flats in a hacienda‐inspired style where the low‐rise, house‐like
form in landscaped surroundings is reminiscent of the American West Coast, but very rare in England.
The internal plan, with the principal rooms overlooking the gardens and each with a sun verandah or
balcony, providing seclusion reflects the inter‐war interest in the health benefits of sunshine. The
grounds were laid out with lawns and hedges and with a rockery in front of each block. As an
indication of their degree of luxury and potential market, the specimen flat was fitted out by Harvey
Nicols. The scheme was published in the Builder on January 10, 1936.
NHLE Listed Grade II
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1458504

Pr6

Manor Fields, Putney Hill 1932, by John Laing & Sons Ltd
‘Luxury’ complex of flats built 1932 by John Laing & Sons Ltd built in the early 1930s around the core
of a late 18th‐century garden. The grounds contain formal pathways, a miniature wood and an
ornamental pond. It comprises a number of mansion flat blocks in Arts and Crafts Tudor style with
simple details. They are distinguished by their clay tiled mansard roofs, black‐painted leaded‐light
Crittall windows and by the red‐brown colour of their brickwork. The studded, timber entrance doors
are framed by moulded, Tudor‐arched doorways with squared‐off hood moulds.
Conservation Area
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations

Pr7

Exeter House, Putney Heath c1935
Replacing the first of the large mansions along Putney Heath to be demolished (most of the rest form
the site of the Ashburton Estate). 3 blocks of 4 storeys with bays and integral balconies with a central
polygonal lodge at the entrance. Charles de Gaulle lived in an apartment for a period of WW2. Some
evidence of early Communist Party cell, possibly connected with Laurie Lee in As I Walked out One
Midsummer Morning.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations

Pr8

Highlands Heath, Portsmouth Road, 1930s
Highlands House was demolished in 1934 for this major development of brick built flats in 1936. 10
blocks were built around central tennis courts with underground garages in a Tudor style of four
storeys with full‐height bays, but are plainer in detail than Manor Fields blocks. The predominant
material is the dark, reddish‐brown brick with leaded steel‐framed windows while the roofs with
ridge tiles are shallow and squared off. The estate presents an imposing frontage to Portsmouth
Road, formerly the main road. In fact the show flats were furnished by Liberty’s.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Wandsworth Heritage Services

Pr9

Wildcroft Manor, Wildcroft Road, 1930s
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This estate replaced a house of 1877‐8 and later lived in by George Newnes (of Putney Library fame),
which was demolished in 1934. It comprises a lodge with 3 blocks of four‐storeys in a Tudor
vernacular style with a variety of facing treatments, render, plain brickwork and weatherboarding
with half‐timbering to the full‐height gabled bays. All are arranged around a system of internal access
roads and formally landscaped grounds. The estate is bounded by high black railings with magnificent
gilded entrance gates with lanterns (1900 and GII listed).
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Pr10 Heath Rise, Kersfield Road
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Heath Rise is a set of Art Deco flats situated in its own gated grounds just off Putney Hill. The four
blocks are laid out in a crescent shape looking west over mature grounds. Notable for the banded
two tone brickwork and curved corner Crittall windows.
Pr11 Hedley Court, Putney Hill, 1959‐61 by Philip Russell Diplock Associates
A Modernist private apartment block at the top of Putney Hill. The architects also designed the first
dedicated ‘airport hotel’ The Ariel, at Heathrow and Churchill Square shopping centre in Brighton
where they completed a number of buildings. The white block is set back from Putney Hill, with trees
screening the front and lawns behind. More interesting than just a ‘haphazard anonymous c20th
block’ according to Pevsner.
Buildings of England
https://www.themodernhouse.com/pdf/hedley‐court‐putney‐hill‐london‐SW15.pd
Pr12 Ormonde Court, Upper Richmond Road, 1935 by architect Frank Scarlett
Art deco development by Frank Scarlett 1900‐1978 who trained at the Bartlett, worked in Paris at the
Atelier Pascal then worked in New York for Corbett and Harrison. He started private practice in 1929
and undertook much restoration work post‐war.
A very well considered extra floor was prefabricated and craned in to place in c2015.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Wandsworth Heritage Services
http://londondecoflats.co.uk/architects/frank‐scarlett/
https://londondecoflats.co.uk/
Pr13 Harwood Court, Upper Richmond Road
Art Deco block with distinctive horizontal emphasis, square doorway and glazed entrance block.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Pr14 Burston House, 1 Burston Road
Pr15 Sterling House, 3 Burston Road
Pr16 Fairacres, 1‐64 Roehampton Lane, 1936 by Minopro and Spenceley
Four‐storey block of 64 flats, modern in style but traditional in construction ‐ solid brick walls ‐ chosen
for insulation against noise. Eight blocks 1‐4‐1 (projecting end bays have curved corners) are arranged
on a semi‐elliptical plan, with a tapering entrance hall leading to a circular stair at the angle between
each block. Brick balconies link the blocks at the upper levels. Metal casement plate glass windows.
The only significant modern alterations are to the entrances which have modern doors with mosaic
tile surrounds. There are glazed canopies at roof level over each entrance end set of balconies.
National Heritage List For England Listed Grade II
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1065482
Buildings of England
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Pr17 Roehampton Close, Priory Lane, 1934‐38, Contractor C F Kearley Ltd
1934‐38 mansion blocks around central garden with mature trees. Sales brochure notes fireproof
construction, glazed and coloured pantile roofs. Specimen flats were furnished by Messrs Maple &
Co.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Wandsworth Heritage Services
Pr18 North Lodge Close off Westleigh Avenue, 1970 by Malcolm Andrews
Wandsworth Heritage Services
Pr19 Cotman Close, off Westleigh Avenue
Pr20 19‐30 Rayners Road, 1959‐61, by Eric Lyons
(Span Type 8) 13 houses around a garden courtyard.
Span Developments was formed in the late 1950s by Geoffrey Townsend with Eric Lyons PPRIBA.
Span built over 2,000 homes in the South East to "span the gap" between jerry‐built suburbia and
architect‐designed pads. Sharp, modern designs with space, light and well‐planned interiors, plus
lavishly landscaped communal gardens designed to foster a sense of community. Lyons paid great
attention to the surrounding landscape, designing and building properties around existing mature
trees and creating communal areas that encourage residents to mix.
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations
Pr21 Westrow, Westleigh Avenue, 1959‐61, by Eric Lyons
Small estate of 12 flat roofed houses in a SPAN Development by Eric Lyons
See Rayners Road entry
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations

Public Housing: Alton

PA1

Alton Estate Overview
The world famous Alton Estate is the flagship of modern architecture in SW15. The development is
renowned for its mix of low and high‐rise modernist architecture consisting of Alton East (1958) styled
in a subtle Scandinavian‐influenced vernacular and its slightly later counterpart, Alton West (1959).
They were designed by different architectural teams representative of the different influences and
approaches current in British modern architecture at the time.
The Alton East Estate, around Bessborough Road, consists of slab blocks, point blocks and low‐level
housing. The design represented a desire by some architects to achieve a British version of
modernism that was more sensitive to context and referenced a traditional vernacular.
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At the time of its completion in 1958, Alton West, around Danebury Avenue, however, was
considered by many British architects to be the crowning glory of post‐World War II social housing. It
was designed on the assumption that a maximum amount of parkland should be left open for amenity
and landscape values, and that as many tenants as possible should have views over Richmond Park.
Overall, the Alton Conservation Area is a rare, possibly unique, combination of eighteenth century
and twentieth century picturesque landscape.
Extensive coverage including:
CAA&MS
Buildings of England
Ian Nairn
David Anderson
PA2

Binley, Winchfield, Dunbridge, Charcot and Denmead Houses, Alton Estate, Roehampton, designed
1952‐3; built 1955‐8 by the London County Council's Architect's Department, Colin Lucas Architect
in Charge, J A Partridge, W G Howell, J A W Killick, S F Amis, J R Galley and R Stout job architects.
W V Zinn and Partners, engineers.
At Highcliffe Drive on Alton West the LCC essentially retained the Georgian landscape and placed
within it five ultra‐modern slab blocks: Binley, Winchfield, Dunbridge, Charcot and Denmead Houses
(all grade II* listed buildings), inspired by Le Corbusier's Unite d'Habitation. They form the
centrepiece of the Alton West estate.
National Heritage List For England Listed Grade II*
and Group Value
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1246040
Buildings of England

PA3

Minstead Gardens, Roehampton, designed 1952‐3 built 1957‐8 by the London County Council's
Architect's Department Housing Division, Colin Lucas Architect in Charge, J A Partridge, W G Howell,
J A W Killick, S F Amis, J R Galley and R Stout job architects
Minstead Gardens comprises thirty five studio bungalows on the Alton West Estate providing
sheltered accommodation. 1‐13 comprise a staggered terrace of seven bungalows, 15‐33 is a
staggered terrace of ten. Their small scale is a deliberate counterpoise to the great slabs and point
blocks around, a contrast further explored in the quirky, unexpected chimneys. This combination of
very large and very tiny buildings exemplifies the concept of 'mixed development', with houses and
flats to suit all ages and needs, of which Alton West is the ultimate expression.
National Heritage List For England Listed Grade II
1‐13 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1246045
15‐33 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/list‐entry/1246017
Buildings of England

PA4

245‐255 and 257‐261 Danebury Avenue 1958 for London County Council
Part of Alton West Development. Old people’s bungalows with painted brick walls and flat roofs
David Anderson
Bruckmann H and Lewis D: New Housing in Great Britain

PA5

Allbrook House and Library, Danebury Avenue, 1959‐61, by John Partridge and Roy Stout
The shopping parade in Danebury Avenue was completed in 1959‐60 and the library in 1961. Allbrook
House and Library was a one‐off design developed by Partridge with reference to Howell’s maisonette
blocks and contemporary slabs by their Corbusian allies in the architect’s department. Although the
design of the Library was the responsibility of Wandsworth Borough Council, the LCC architects
insisted on keeping the job in‐house. Its design was based on a cluster of domes of thin shell concrete
13

construction. Glass lenses sunk into the domes illuminate bookcases planned on bay divisions. The
combination of shallow domes and top light recalls John Soane, with whose work Partridge was
familiar.
https://c20society.org.uk/botm/allbrook‐house‐and‐roehampton‐library‐london/
Buildings of England
Pu6

Alton East
There are three building formats: short groups of two‐storey staggered terraces on pedestrian paths;
four storey maisonettes and the eleven‐ storey point blocks.
The point blocks follow a compact format of four flats per floor, achieved by means of mechanically
ventilated bathrooms, the first in any public housing in Britain. They were clustered to shield the rest
of the site from traffic noise and stand in the biggest of the former villa gardens and where the land
was highest so the blocks exploited the natural topography. Eight point blocks were listed in 1983
with Cadnam and Dunhill Point being listed later in 1998.
National Heritage List For England
Buildings of England

PA7

Heathmere School, Alton Road 1953, H Smith (LCC)
Two storey school
Buildings of England

Other Public Housing

OP1 Ashburton Estate, 1952
On land acquired in 1948 the 62 acre estate, built on the site of five large 18th century houses,
provided 1233 dwellings, both flats and houses, laundries, storage, 41 garages, 21 shops, a health
centre, pubs and a library. The Chartfield site is a different character with 3 and 5 storey blocks with
pitched roofs.
Wandsworth Heritage Services
OP2 Kersfield Estate, 1956
Three blocks set diagonally to the street with mature trees, currently subject to proposals for infilling.
OP3 Lennox Estate, Priory Lane, 1972, for GLC by Gollins Melvin Ward Partnership
Constructed on the site that formed part of the Priory Nursing Home, displacing the Parish’s last herd
of cows, the history of the named tower blocks relates to the daughters of the Duke and Duchess of
Richmond.

Wandsworth Heritage Services
Buildings of England
OP4 Woking Close Priory Lane, 1968‐70 by Emberton Tardrew &Partners
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Wandsworth Heritage Services
Buildings of England

Further information and references
NHLE: National Heritage List for England https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the‐list/
Locally
Listed:
Wandsworth
Borough
Council
Local
List
(2017)
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/downloads/file/3847/local_list_of_buildings_of_architectural_or_histori
c_interest
Wandsworth Heritage Asset Nominations: 2018 additions to Local List see interactive map at
https://maps.wandsworth.gov.uk/
CAA&MS
=
WBC
Conservation
Area
Appraisal
and
Management
Strategies
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200130/conservation_areas/255/conservation_area_appraisals
Wandsworth Heritage Services: documents held at Wandsworth Heritage Services, Battersea Library SW11
1JB (1924 by Henry Hyams)
Buildings of England: Pevsner and Cherry, 1985, Buildings of England London 2: South, Penguin.
David Anderson: Some Modern Houses In The London Borough Of Wandsworth
http://daveanderson.me.uk/houses/wandsworth.html
Ian Nairn: Modern Buildings in London, Ian Nairn, London Transport, 1964.
UK Modern House Index: a database of British houses of architectural interest from the 1920s to the
present. http://www.ukmoho.co.uk
London 1930s flats: https://londondecoflats.co.uk/
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