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15 November 2021 

Dear Patrick 
 
Planning Application 2021/4826 
Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane SW15  
 

The Putney Society OBJECTS to this application.  
 

We are somewhat surprised that the application was validated as it stands. 
The notices list, which should not be on your website, gives names and addresses of all 
leaseholders contrary to the requirements of the GDPR.   
The fire statements clearly say that the plan of one flat is ‘in abeyance’ i.e. non compliant.    
The drawings give only the most minimal information about the existing building, the 
materiality of the proposed extra floor or the landscaping alterations.  What colour is it? 
 

However we can still see enough to know that the existing building is already significantly 
overscaled compared to the general character of this part of the West Putney conservation 
area.  The way it ‘looms large’ in all of the photos in the Design & Access Statement make 
this abundantly clear - pictures presumably selected as the least compromising.   
 

It’s already too big.  In the words of the pre-application response “A key detracting element 
of the building is its size and bulk and the design of the façades do little to break this up.” 
This will not be rectified by adding climbing plants to the north corner nor a low brick 
boundary wall (although the latter is the only welcome part of this).  In short there’s no 
public benefit to offset even the least significant further harm to the conservation area.    
 

The Heritage statement makes much of 115 Howards Lane, which though a fine building is 
neither adjacent nor typical locally.  The character of this area is two storey houses, 
detached or in pairs, with occasional 2nd floor gable or dormer windows, something that the 
Council clearly recognised in recent approvals for 32-34 Malbrook Road and 30 
Woodborough, both visible from the current site.    
 

We also note that the balconies would directly overlook the rear gardens of 1c Luttrell 
Avenue and 115 Howards Lane.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 


 

Andrew Catto,  
Buildings Panel Convenor 
For and on behalf of the Putney Society. 


