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Local Council Elections 

Annual General Meeting
This year we are holding our AGM both 
in‐person at the Community Church and 
online. We need to conduct necessary 
Society business such as the elections of 
the Society’s President and Vice‐
Presidents, Officers, the Executive 
Committee, and the Auditor for the next  
12 months.   Members will be able to 
attend in person or vote online.  

Enclosed with, or attached to this bulletin, 
you will find the papers you will need for 
the AGM if you wish to participate: the 
AGM agenda with 2021/22 Annual 
Report, and the Treasurer’s report and 
2021 accounts. Please bring them with 
you if you are attending in person.  

If you would like to participate online 
please email the Secretary:   

secretary@putneysociety.org.uk and she 
will contact you within 48 hours prior to 
the meeting with the link to join the 
online meeting and an explanation of how 
we propose to conduct meeting business.   

If you would like to participate online and 
question the Officers or Panel Convenors 
about any aspects of the Annual Report 
or the Accounts, please submit questions 
by email or by post to the Secretary.  

After conclusion of Society business, we 
have guest speakers, Nina Kowalski of 
Green the Grid and Amelia Obertell
Moriaty of the Southfields Grid 
Association who will talk about their 
success in greening the front gardens in 
Southfields and their Garden Award 
scheme. 

Elections for all wards in Wandsworth 
take place on Thursday 5 May. 
The Society is organising hustings where 
you will get the chance to meet and 
question candidates 

●    Thamesfield & East Putney Wards:   
Community Church. Monday 11th 
April 2022 at 7.30pm 

●    Roehampton & West Putney Wards:  
Holy Trinity Church. Wednesday 13th 
April 2022 at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 
 

Be aware that there have been some 
ward boundary changes so please check 
the map here 
https://maps.wandsworth.gov.uk/ or the 
one that arrived with your voter 
registration details in mid‐February.  

Monday 28 March 2022 at 7.30pm at Community Church,  
Werter Road, Putney and by video conference 
 

Make a date for our Hustings 
 

The Putney Society 
depends on its trustees 
and volunteers to keep 
functioning – so this is a 
call for any of you that 
can spare a little time to 
come forward as a 
trustee (member of the 
Executive Committee) or 
as a volunteer. If you 
have an interest in our 
built environment, 
transport issues, air 
quality, waste reduction, 
our open spaces or 
anything that makes 
Putney a better place – 
then think about getting 
involved. You could help 
with our campaigns, 
admin tasks, 
recruitment or social 
events. If you can spare 
a couple of hours a 
month, please do 
contact the Chair or the 
Secretary to find out 
more.  

Please contact the 
Secretary and she will 
send you a nomination 
form to serve on the 
Executive Committee.  
Nominations should be 
submitted to the 
Secretary by Monday 21 
March 2022 (full contact 
details on the back page 
of this Bulletin). 

 

Can you help with the work of the  Putney  Society?



The impact of Covid on the fortunes of local transport 
providers, and in turn its effect on passenger services, 
continues. Although South Western Railways (SWR) have now 
restored some, but not all, of the services they cut in January 
they still fall short of their pre‐Covid timetable. We also await 
the outcome of the consultation SWR undertook last year 
where they proposed permanently cutting some trains serving 
Putney. Any timetable changes will have to be agreed by the 
Department for Transport. The Society wrote to oppose these 
rail cuts. Meanwhile, there have been reductions in local bus 
services. The frequency of the 14 bus has been cut from every 
7 mins to 10 minutes while the 414 bus route from Putney 
Bridge now terminates at Marble Arch instead of going up to 
Maida Vale.  Whether there may be further bus or tube 
reductions will depend on when TfL can reach a longer‐term 
funding agreement with the government to make up for the 
shortfall of passenger volumes arising from Covid.  

Stabilisation work is about to begin on Hammersmith Bridge. 
But as the term suggests, it is just to shore things up so 
pedestrians can safely walk across the Bridge. The major work 

to enable road traffic has not yet been even agreed or funded. 
Current speculation is that the Bridge might not be fully open 
until 2027, some eight years after it closed. Diverted traffic 
meanwhile will continue to pass through Putney. 

The Mayor recently set out some proposals (https://www. 
london.gov.uk/pressreleases/mayoral/mayor
announcesboldplansforagreenerlondon) to help cut 
air pollution across London which will be subject to 
consultation in due course. Some options, if selected, will not 
affect Putney drivers but one, a possible clean air charge could, 
so keep your eyes open for further news on this and the 
chance to comment. 

Just a reminder that we plan to hold a public meeting on 
electric cars, most probably in May. If you have any queries 
that you would like addressing such as the nearest charging 
points; what to consider before purchasing a vehicle; or, how 
much they cost to run, then please let me know so our 
speakers can address these points. 

Transport Panel Convenor: Stephen Luxford.  Stephen.luxford46@gmail.com 

To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Green Canopy 
Initiative, the Putney Society and the Friends of Wandsworth 
Park joined together to purchase four special trees to plant in 
Wandsworth Park.  On 22 February, four local schools, 
Brandlehow, Hurlingham, The Roche and St Joseph’s joined 
Fleur Anderson M.P., the Friends and members of the Society 
to plant:  

Davidia involucrata (Handkerchief Tree) 

Paulownia Tomentosa (Foxglove Tree) 

Pterocarya fraxinifolia (Caucasian Wing Nut Tree) 

Sophora japonica (Japanese Pagoda Tree) 

The children really enjoyed helping Fleur Anderson plant some 
of the trees, including an additional three Cherry Trees donated 
by Enable. 

While we were planting the trees, I took the opportunity to ask 
Sam and Liam, tree officers working for Enable, about the 
major clear up of fallen trees and branches resulting from 
Storm Eunice on 18 February.  Working with contractors, 
mainly City and Suburban, they attended a total over 95 
incidents where fallen trees and branches had fallen across the 
carriageway or the pavement.  They have not yet published 
data on the number of trees lost completely but it is probably 

less than 50.  Wandsworth Park was not too badly affected, 
with the loss of one Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo).  This was 
a tremendous effort by Enable and their contractors – some of 
whom were so exhausted on Friday evening that they slept at 
the depot, ready to start again on Saturday morning when KPS, 
specialist contractors, joined the team to deal with trees that 
had fallen in the parks.  

 

Open Spaces Panel  Convenor: Judith Chegwidden    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com    020 8788 4489      

FUTURE PANEL  
MEETINGS  
COMMUNITY 
10 March, 14 April by Zoom    
by Zoom  (18.30) 
Coconvenors:  
Vicky Diamond & Val Jones 
vickysw15@aol.co.uk, 
jones.val@gmail.com 
T: 07746 022654 (Vicky) 
T: 07780 674114 (Val) 

 

TRANSPORT  
8 March, 12 April  
by Zoom (19.30)  
Convenor:  
Stephen Luxford  
Stephen.luxford46 
@gmail.com

BUILDINGS  
2 March, 6 April      
by Zoom (18.00)   
Convenor: 
Andrew Catto  
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 
T: 07831 761327

OPEN SPACES  
3 March, 7 April     
by Zoom (18.00)  
Convenor:  
Judith Chegwidden  
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
T: 020 8788 4489 

For the moment all panel meetings are held on Zoom.  We will let you know as soon as the guidance 
allows us to meet in person. If you are new to panel meetings, please contact the panel convenor by 
email if you want to take part in the Zoom meeting and they will send out an invitation. 

Fleur Anderson MP 
with representatives of 
the Friends of 
Wandsworth Park,  
The Putney Society  
and Enable



In February I reported on the addition to the Building 
Regulations requiring electric vehicle chargers to be 
provided for the parking spaces in new developments.  
However, this doesn’t extend to paving over front 
gardens.  As you know the Society would prefer front 
gardens to stay as well planted gardens, but we recognise 
that individual owners think otherwise.  Should the 
‘Greener Borough’ make charging points a condition for 
this? 

The Society has been going to Steering Group meetings 
since 2019 about how Wandsworth should use High 
Street Fund money to improve the High Street.  The 
proposals under consideration unfortunately do not 
include provision of public toilets and improvements to 
the pedestrian crossings at the end of Putney Bridge have 
yet to be finalised.   

West Putney members will be familiar with the big digital 
advertising screens flanking Rosslyn Park’s ground along 
the Upper Richmond Road which Wandsworth 
consented, supposedly on a temporary basis, in 2014.  
Rosslyn Park want to ‘update’ these and have now 
revised their application, submitted last autumn, to ask 
for much taller vertical screens like the one opposite the 
Methodist Church.  The application hints at moving 
images and a daytime brightness three times the current 
level.  We have again opposed this as wholly wrong on 
what is supposed to be protected Metropolitan Open 
Land.  Meanwhile it seems that the club has been leasing 
its car park for “dark kitchens” supplying the food 

delivery apps, but without any consent in place. We 
understand that this has now been reported to the 
Council enforcement team.    

Many of the planning applications we see each month 
look similar, even if the boundary between ‘enough’ and 
‘too much’ keeps slipping.  But occasionally we discover 
something new.  One recent surprise was to learn that 
you don’t need permission to fit PV (solar photovoltaic) 
panels to a front facing roof even in conservation areas.  
Good news was to see Wandsworth refuse the 
supposedly Permitted Development change from a shop 
basement to a flat on the sensible grounds that 
pavement lights don’t provide adequate daylight.  Well 
done Wandsworth Council!   

The Putney Walks which originated from our 2019 public 
meeting about modern architecture have proved popular, 
with 180 visits to this part of the Putney Society website.  
Now that easing of Covid restrictions has allowed the 
Society’s public meetings to restart we have been asked 
to host the event in June.  One suggestion is for live 
guided versions of some of these.  Would you join in?  
Most of these walks skirt the edges of Putney.  With 
better weather, we hope, on the way this is a direct call 
for volunteers (above and beyond those members who 
have done one already) to fill the gaps, mainly in the 
streets flanking the High Street and Putney Hill.  No prior 
architectural or historical knowledge required, just some 
of your time and a little walking.  We’ll help compile the 
notes.  Please contact me if you might be able to help.   

Buildings Panel  Convenor: Andrew Catto    ac@andrewcatto.co.uk      020 8785 0077

Some more additions to the Discount Scheme. 
Remember to show your membership card!  

●    Abie's Nails, 128 Upper Richmond Road.    
10% off every £10 spent. Cash only 

●    Pitter Potter 234 Upper Richmond Road.    
A free coffee/hot choc/tea for the adult painting 
china. Weekdays only 

●    Ellswood Cycles 98 Lower Richmond Road.    
10% off servicing 

●    Bodies under Construction ‐ 254 Upper Richmond Rd.  
10% discount for an introductory physiotherapy 
session and an introductory offer to Pilates ‐ which 
comprises of 3 private sessions for £165. 

Warning. If your doorbell rings, and it's a young man 
saying he's an ex‐offender, asking if you'd buy some 
dusters or cleaning products (not cheap!) to help him 
support his family, decline politely and shut the door. 
Better still, don't open the door unless the chain is on. 
When you do decline, they can get very verbally 
aggressive and sweary, and may be quite intimidating. 
You'll probably see them running or using a scooter to 

the next house, and moving very speedily down the 
street. They are scammers, or worse. Call 999. The police 
would love to catch them. The Probation Service says 
they would NEVER countenance this activity, and the 
Council says there are no Pedlar’s Licences for them. One 
Putney resident said one young man tried to gain access 
to her house, but she managed to shut the door in time. 
Just be very wary of any unsolicited knocks on the door. 
These men are much more aggressive than the Nottingham 
Knockers, as they’re called, who used to frequent the roads 
off the Lower Richmond Road pre Covid. 

The site attached below has useful info. https://www. 
hampshire.police.uk/.../crimeprevention.../ 

Update on recycling 
There is no longer any need to put bulky cardboard boxes 
in the orange recycling bags – just fold up the cardboard 
and tie up the bundle with string.  
If it is put out with the rest of your 
rubbish the bundle will be taken by 
the refuse collectors. 

Community Panel  Coconvenors: Victoria Diamond & Val Jones  Vickysw15@aol.com & jones.val@gmail.com   07746 022654

%



Chair: Robert Arguile 
020 8788 4554     chair@putneysociety.org.uk 
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan  
38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 
Website Editor: Robert Arguile  
webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin Editor: Judith Chegwidden  
020 8788 4489    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Membership: Chris Orriss  
020 8785 7115 membership@putneysociety.org.uk 
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX  
Treasurer: Andrew Nichol 
07894 982 020   nicol.andrewjd@gmail.com

PUTNEY SOCIETY 
CONTACTS 
See website for full details: 
www.putneysociety.org.uk
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The Granard Primary School Art Show  
is now open for all to view in Putney Library

Spring is here and we 
can look forward to a 
busy time on the river 
From 12 March through to 3 April  
there will be lot of activity: 

Head of the River races: 

Women’s 12 March  
Kew Bridge to Putney 11.30‐ 15.00 

School’s 14 March  
Kew Bridge to Putney 13.30 ‐ 17.00 

Men’s 26 March  
Kew Bridge to Putney 10.00 – 13.30 

Veteran’s  27 March  
Kew Bridge to Putney 12.00 – 15.30  

Boat Race – Sunday 3 April  
Putney to Chiswick Bridge  

76th Women's Boat Race 14.23 

167th Men's Boat Race 15.23 

 
 

The late Elizabethan garden 
at Aberglasney is the only 
surviving cloister garden in 
the UK and it was discovered 
and saved, at the 11th hour, 
with the help of an American 
benefactor. The lecture also 
reveals the discovery and 
restoration of a supposedly 
vanished park around the 
vestiges of a great house at 
Middleton, and recounts 
how it became the National 
Botanic Garden of Wales and 

the setting of the largest 
single span glasshouse in the 
world, designed by Norman 
Foster. 

The lecture will be live in 
Dryburgh Hall and we hope 
on Zoom as well. Visitors 
Welcome 

Please check our website for 
up‐to‐date information on 
venue and format. 
https://www.theartssociety
swlondon.org.uk 

The Story Of Two Iconic Welsh 
Gardens: Middleton Hall 

14 March 8.00pm 
Lecturer: William Wilkins 

(Now National Botanic Garden Of Wales) And Aberglasney

It continues until 17 March. 

The theme this year is 
‘Community Nature Nurtures’ 

“The last eighteen months have 
been an extremely challenging 
time for Granard and the wider 
community. As a school, we have 
come together to support and 
nurture the children’s wellbeing 
by creating an environment that 
encourages the pupils to think 
about their learning, their own 
wellbeing, their community and 

the future. Art and creativity help 
young learners in many ways. 

 The children were given a black 
and white picture of their school 
and asked to bring it alive with 
colour, using a range of materials, 
to create their personal work of 
art. Four key artists, Claude 
Monet, Edgar Degas, Georgia 
O’Keeffe and Rosalind Freeborn, 
were studied for inspiration. 

All pupils, from Reception to Year 
6, took part in this project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the artworks on the walls 
and don’t miss the tissue 
lampshades in the display 
cabinet!” 


