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It’s that time of year Just a  friendly  reminder...

If you pay by Direct Debit, please 
ignore this message, but for 
those of you that pay by cheque 
or bank transfer, your 2022 
subscription is now due and the 
amount is unchanged from 
2021. Ideally the Membership 
Officer would like everyone to 
pay by direct debit (link available 
at https://www. 
putneysociety.org.uk/membership. 
html) but he realises that some 
are not prepared to take the DD 
route. 

A happy compromise would be 
to pay by BACS rather than by 
cheque.   

Our NatWest details are: 
Account name: 
The Putney Society 
Account Number 
81063679 
Sort Code 
601711 

 

 

A reminder of Subscription rates: 
Payment by Direct Debit and receive the Bulletin by email    £12.00 pa 
Payment by cheque and receive the Bulletin by email             £14.00 pa 
Payment by Direct Debit and receive the Bulletin by post      £16.00 pa 
Payment by cheque and receive the Bulletin by post               £18.00 pa

Otherwise, cheques should be sent to: 
Membership Officer,  
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX.

Find out more about the Big City Butterflies 
project and Urban Greening in South West London
Our meeting on Monday 24 
January at 7.30pm will focus on 
work being done to encourage 
insect life in London – including 
ways in which we can assist by 
choosing appropriate planting.  
Ele Johnstone from Butterfly 
Conservation will talk about the 
Big City Butterflies project, 
which is designed to inspire 
Londoners to discover 
butterflies and moths, and 
connect them with nature and 
their local green spaces. The 

project extends across the 
inner London Boroughs and will 
last for four years. 
Fran Batt, the Nature 
Conservation Officer for 
Habitats and Heritage will focus 
on Urban Greening projects.  
She is working with residents, 
councils, businesses and 
community groups to create 
thriving habitats in small 
currently underutilised spaces. 
From roadside verges, to areas 
outside of houses, community 

centres, offices and schools; all 
of these spaces can have a 
positive impact on insect life. 
At the time of going to press we 
plan to organise a hybrid 
meeting – so you can attend in 
person at the Community 
Church, Werter Road, SW15 2LL 
or join via on‐line streaming at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
e/plantingforinsectstickets
237446016427?aff=ebdssbdest 
search. 



In June 2021 the Battersea Arts 
Centre (BAC) ended their 
agreement with the Council to 
hold and maintain the collection 
previously the responsibility of 
Wandsworth Museum at their 
West Hill site.  That museum sadly 
had to close in 2016 and 
responsibility for the collection 
moved to BAC and their Moving 
Museum.  That too had to close, a 
victim of the pandemic crisis 
which has hit BAC’s finances very 
hard.  BAC no longer felt they had 
the resources to fulfil their 
obligations under the agreement 
so currently this unique local 
history collection of 12,000 items 
is unused and inaccessible in the 
basement of West Hill. 

An action group of eight local 
amenity and historical societies, 
including the Putney Society, was 
formed to consider what options 
there now are for the collection.  
Letters have been written to the 
Council and a meeting recently 
held with Cllr Steffi Sutters, the 
cabinet member responsible for 
Arts & Culture, to explore the 
range of ideas we had developed 
for accessing and using the 
collection.  The collection is in a 
climate‐controlled environment 
but we have offered to provide a 
pro bono curator to survey the 
collection’s condition. 

While our ultimate aspiration 
would be for a new local museum, 
realistically this is highly unlikely 
to materialise in the foreseeable 
future. 

Our proposals, made in a spirit of 
constructive engagement with the 
Council and recognising their 
continuing funding constraints, 
are set out below with the 
Council’s responses: 

 
Discussions will continue but we 
cannot expect swift progress in 
the near term. 

If members have any suggestions
 

on  

how the collections – a major 
local history and heritage  
resource – can best be ulitised 
then do please contact us. 

 

The future of the Wandsworth Museum Collection 
A report from our Vice Chair, Jonathan Callway

 

Action Group proposal         Council position 

Digitisation of the collection 
with all material accessed by a 
dedicated website. 
 
 
Displays in libraries. 
 
 
 
Pop‐up exhibitions of collection 
items in unused retail spaces 
on our high streets. 
 
Transfer of some collection 
items to the Heritage Service in 
Battersea Library. 
 
The use of Battersea Arts Centre 
as a location to host exhibitions 
of collection material. 
 
Education outreach (a major 
success for both the old 
museum and BAC).

Under active consideration though 
budgeting will be a major challenge 
and the collection database is still 
incomplete. 
 
Unlikely mainly due to space 
constraints; GLL said to be 
unenthusiastic.  
 
Very unlikely due to capital and 
running costs, need for landlord 
support, security, insurance, etc. 
 
A possibility but subject to space 
availability. 
 
 
A possibility subject to funding, 
availability of curatorial expertise, 
etc. 
 
The Council is keen to re‐establish 
the outreach programmes in some 
shape or form and is actively 
exploring options.

A reminder of happier times when the collection found a home at the former 
West Hill Library – the opening ceremony on 1 September 2010 (some 
interesting career progressions?).



The Panel has recently responded to the Council’s 
Draft Air Quality Action Plan. You can read our full 
response on our website here. 
https://www.putneysociety.org.uk/news‐and‐
issues/the‐putney‐society‐response‐to‐the‐draft‐ 
wandsworth‐air‐quality‐action‐plan.html. A common 
issue we raised was the need for the Plan to contain 
clearer targets by which to measure progress. Rather 
disturbingly, while the draft Plan was out to 
consultation, the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
greatly reduced its recommended limits on 
pollutants. Despite progress made in recent years in 
reducing Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) pollution on Putney 
High Street, current local NO2 levels are around SIX 
times the new WHO limits. And across London, 
pollution from small particulates is over twice the 
new limit. There is still much to be done with 
estimates suggesting that air pollution causes the 
premature deaths of over 100 Wandsworth 
residents each year. 

Transport for London (TfL) is to make a section of the 
Upper Richmond Road running through Putney a 20‐
mph zone from early 2022. The new limit will 
operate between Gwendolen Avenue and West Hill. 
The new measure is intended to improve road 
safety. 

How familiar are you with the term the ‘Dutch 
reach’? Are you aware of changes to the Highway 
Code that will come into force at the end of January? 

The revised Code, which will be underpinned in law, 
establishes a hierarchy of road users, which means 
those who pose the greatest risk to others have a 
higher level of responsibility. This means someone 
cycling will have greater responsibility to look out for 
people walking, while someone driving will have 
greater responsibility to look out for people cycling, 
walking or riding a horse. Importantly, pedestrians 
will have priority over cars which are turning into, or 
exiting, side roads. 

As part of the new changes drivers and passengers 
will be requested to open car doors using the ‘Dutch 
reach’ method, with the hand on the opposite side 
to the door they are opening. So, in simple terms, 
drivers should open their side with their left hand 
which will make them turn their heads to look over 
their shoulder and reduce the likelihood of 
“dooring” a passing cyclist. 

Transport Panel Convenor: Stephen Luxford.  Stephen.luxford46@gmail.com 

Putney Society Blue Plaques – why so few women?
Keen readers of the Bulletin will remember that we erected a 
blue plaque to Milicent Bagot this October.  She was a British 
intelligence officer with MI5 who became one of the security 
service’s principal experts on Soviet Communism.  She is also 
the sole woman celebrated in our blue plaque scheme (nine 
men have been commemorated).  A full list and description of 
those honoured is at https://www.putneysociety.org.uk/ 
putney_society_files/R5_blue_plaques_brochure.pdf 
The ratio will become even more distorted when we 
commemorate Sir Sydney Nolan in the spring of 2022.  So, we 
are appealing to ALL our members to put their thinking caps on 
and suggest some memorable women who have lived or 
worked in SW15.   
The policy for selecting and mounting blue plaques is: 
●     Buildings marked with plaques must be visible from the 

public highway 

●     Although most plaques will be erected on the former 
residences of famous people, the erection of plaques on 
subsequent buildings on the site, such as blocks of flats 
are not excluded 

●     The person must have been dead for 5 years. 

Nominated figures must also meet one or more of the 
following criteria: 
●     Be considered eminent by a majority of members of their 

own profession or calling or the population in general 

●     Have made an important positive contribution to human 
welfare or happiness 

●     Have lived or worked in Putney for a significant period. 

Unless a case is deemed exceptional (i.e., the nominee 
contributed something exceptional during their stay in Putney, 
compared with the rest of their life) each figure may only be 
commemorated with one plaque in London (i.e., not 
duplicating names already commemorated by Wandsworth 
Council or English Heritage). Any qualifying nominations that 
you make will be considered and selected by the Putney 
Society Executive. Write to or email the editor with your 
suggestions at 28 Howards Lane, SW15 6NQ or 
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 



  

FUTURE PANEL  
MEETINGS  

COMMUNITY 
13 January, 10 February   
by Zoom  (18.30)  
Coconvenors:  
Vicky Diamond & Val Jones  
vickysw15@aol.co.uk, 
jones.val@gmail.com 
T: 07746 022654 (Vicky) 
T: 07780 674114 (Val) 

 

 

TRANSPORT  
11 January, 8 February     
by Zoom (19.30)  
Convenor:  
Stephen Luxford  
Stephen.luxford46 
@gmail.com

BUILDINGS  
5 January, 2 February    
by Zoom (18.00)   
Convenor: 
Andrew Catto  
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 
T: 07831 761327

OPEN SPACES  
6 January, 3 February    
by Zoom (18.00)  
Convenor:  
Judith Chegwidden  
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
T: 020 8788 4489 

For the moment all panel meetings are held on Zoom.  We will let you know as soon as the guidance 
allows us to meet in person. If you are new to panel meetings, please contact the panel convenor by 
email if you want to take part in the Zoom meeting and they will send out an invitation. 

In 2022, we will once again be focusing on 
greening Putney.  We will be planting trees for 
the Queen’s Jubilee in Wandsworth Park (in 
partnership with the Friends of Wandsworth 
Park) in January/February, when we hope to be 
joined by Fleur Anderson MP and children from 
local schools.  

As we move into Spring and Summer, we will be 
relaunching our Front Garden Award scheme – 
so if you have a small front garden in one of the 
roads running perpendicular and parallel to 
Putney High Street, why not start thinking about 
how you could plant up your front garden to 
attract the judges?  

We also hope to be running some stalls with 
plants to give away and gardening advice for 
ways in which you can add to the aesthetic look 
of your road – as well as improving biodiversity. 

We will continue to monitor the health of street 
trees in SW15 – we very much welcome 
Wandsworth Council’s commitment to plant 
around 700 trees a year – but watering and 
maintenance of new trees is also vital.  Our 
members continue to help with watering when 
it is needed. 

In our December Bulletin we noted that the 
large acacia tree in the corner of Church Square 
had been felled and noted the possibility that 
judicious pruning might have saved the tree. 
This resulted in a rebuttal from Wandsworth 
Council’s press officer as follows: 

 

Dear Ms Chegwidden –  
I was reading the Society’s latest bulletin when I came 
across your open spaces report and your account of the 
reasons a large false acacia tree in Church Square was 
recently felled. 
In your report you state that the tree was removed because” 
it was impeding access to events in the Square”. You then 
follow this up with the rather unhelpful comment that 
“perhaps judicious pruning over the years would have 
obviated the need for felling”. 
This commentary is totally wrong and inaccurate I’m afraid 
The tree was felled because it was diseased and dying and 
beginning to pose a serious risk to passers-by at what is a 
busy location in the high street. It was checked and assessed 
by professionally qualified arboricultural officers whose job 
it is to ensure trees in the borough remain healthy and to 
take appropriate action when trees begin to decline or are at 
risk of collapse. 
In this case significant parts of the upper crown that were 
overhanging the public highway were in fact deadwood that 
could have fallen to the ground at any time, particularly in 
high winds. 
We would therefore ask for a correction to be published in 
your next bulletin. 
Yours sincerely     

Charlie Masson Smith 
Chief Press Officer (Wandsworth) 
Richmond and Wandsworth Councils 

We hope that the Council are as assiduous in 
determining what happened to the striking 
Persian Ironwood Tree that was planted some 
years ago on the Council owned land to the 
immediate west of the Putney Leisure Centre 
and has now disappeared. We also hope it will 
be replaced. 

Open Spaces Panel  Convenor: Judith Chegwidden    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com    020 8788 4489      



Writing this just after Christmas prompts me, as 
most years, to look back on what has changed, and 
what has not in 2021.  Covid may have a new 
variant, but its effects on both the working of the 
planning system and the kinds of applications we are 
seeing seems remarkably similar.  The volume of 
planning applications nationally is back to a similar 
level to that seen in 2019, but in Putney numbers 
are still down and the emphasis remains on smaller 
scale schemes from householders seeking more 
space and developers looking to squeeze small flats 
into whatever sites they can find.  Unsurprisingly this 
leads to a continuing loss of business space, not just 
shops but the offices over them as well as the 
diminishing number of workshops, car repair 
businesses etc. once found all over the area.  Even 
the enthusiasm for gyms has waned in the face of 
lockdowns and social distancing.   However, in 
November we were pleased to see consent for a 
major green renovation for offices on Putney Bridge 
Road which the Society had supported.   

Maybe Putney really is ‘full’, and potential major 
development sites all used up.   Even the last block 
around Osiers Road (east of Wandsworth Park) is 
now built.  The exception continues to be the 
massive development of flats to rent now going up 
both sides of Swandon Way where B&Q and 
Homebase used to be.  However, not massive 
enough for the developers who, just before 
Christmas, applied for an extra couple of storeys to 
add over 50 more flats which the Wandsworth 
Society will be objecting to.   Elsewhere the 
emphasis is on infill.  Wandsworth Council continue 

to find garage blocks on their estates to replace with 
flats, most recently on Felsham Road and off 
Roehampton Vale.  Other developers are looking at 
rooftops, some of which make sense, and some of 
which the panel has opposed.   

On the planning front, there has been some 
progress, but lots delayed.  There is a new minister, 
Michael Gove, at the renamed Department for 
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, but clearly 
his priority is Levelling Up since there’s still no 
Planning Act in response to 2020’s White Paper.  The 
Environment Act is now law, but supporting details 
will take another couple of years to come through.  
The new London Plan finally arrived in January, 
which means that Wandsworth have in turn been 
able to push on with their revised Local Plan, 
although the adoption of this has recently been 
delayed again.  Mid 2022?  Given that it’s based on 
data from before Covid, don’t expect much change.   

December brought updated Building Regulations on 
energy use, now up to where they should have been 
by 2019 according to the 2010 timetable!  What 
Climate Emergency?  These of course only affect 
new homes.  The forthcoming restrictions on sale or 
letting of homes with poor Energy Performance 
Certificates (EPCs) may have more impact locally.  
Does your home comply?   

The panel continues to meet on‐line, 6.30pm each 
first Wednesday, and is of course open to all 
members of the Society.  Why don’t you join us 
soon?    

Buildings Panel  Convenor: Andrew Catto    ac@andrewcatto.co.uk      020 8785 0077

A fascinating lecture from Julian 
Halsby on 10 January by Zoom.  
Two women who scandalized the Art 
World: Suzanne Valadon and “The 
Divine Marchesa” Luisa Casati 
Suzanne Valadon was brought up in 
poverty in Paris where she became a 
painter and a model for Toulouse‐
Lautrec. Her private life was 
scandalous, with marital crises well 
known in Montmartre. Her son, the 
painter, Maurice Utrillo, was an 
alcoholic.  Luisa Casati was born into 

great wealth but lived a life of 
extravagance and showmanship feted 
by many leading artists, including 
Augustus John, Cecil Beaton and Man 
Ray.  She threw outrageous parties in 
her Venetian Palace (now the Peggy 
Guggenheim Museum) but died in 
poverty in Kensington in 1957.  To 
register for the lecture (free to 
members and a small charge for non‐
members) please contact the Chair, 
Gill Grunwald. 
Email: gill.grunwald@gmail.com 

The Arts Society South West London 



For those new members who do not have a 
Membership Card, one will be sent to you shortly. 
We will also be sending out a list of businesses 
signed up to our Discount Scheme to those who are 
not online. Please remember you MUST show your 
card to the business, and mention it on the phone if 
you’re making enquiries. 

Further businesses who have signed up to the 
Discount Scheme are: 

●    Hairways, 1 Lacy Road, 10% off for NEW 
customers only 

●    Jerusalem Gifts/costumes, 12 Lacy Road, 10% off 

●    Chez Stephan Hairdressers and Wine Merchant, 
26 Lacy Road – various offers on both wine and 
hairdressing. Ring for details  

●    Easigrass, 117 Lower Richmond Rd, 10% 
discount on installations and 10% discount on 
materials for supply and delivery. Offer does not 
apply to offcuts 

●    Julia Domna Café, 20 Lower Richmond Rd, 10% 
over £50 spend, in addition to one free baklava 
dessert for over £30 spend 

●    Putney Jiu Jitsu, 48 Lower Richmond Rd, Free 
introduction class 

●    Huttons Gifts, The Exchange, 10% off everything 
excluding sale items 

●    Putney Massage Co, 1st Floor, The Exchange, 
10% off first massage, new customers only 

●    Casanora Interiors and Kitchens, 324 Upper 
Richmond Rd, 10% off fabrics and wallpapers 

●    Digimac Computer repairs, 258 Upper Richmond 
Road, 10% off all computer repairs 

●    Gazette Restaurant, 147 Upper Richmond Rd, 
10% off total bill, excluding special offers 

●    Putney Pharmacy, 278 Upper Richmond Rd, 10% 
off, excluding medication 

●    Trina’s Wines, 385 Upper Richmond Rd, 5% off 
beers and wines 

●    Three Saints Carpet Cleaners, 0208 542 8499, 
10% off 

Our leaflet on reuse and recycling is now on our 
website. We will also be posting that to our 
members who aren’t online. It’s proving very 
popular, and is a useful guide on what to do with 
your rubbish and unwanted items. 

As many members are patients at Putneymead 
Medical Practice, it’s worth noting that they are no 
longer able to take online messages out of hours, 
and over the weekend. This change was made after 
a few patients left messages when Putneymead was 
shut, and they should have been ringing 111 or 999. 
You can still leave messages online between 7am 
and 4.30pm Mon – Fri. You can still ring and speak to 
the receptionists, but please be patient if there’s a 
bit of a wait. If you think you really need a face‐to‐
face appointment, please tell them, and likewise, if 
you’re time restricted to a return phone call because 
you’re working, they will do their very best to 
accommodate you. 

Happy New Year to you all. Let’s hope it’s a calmer, 
healthier and happier year. 

Community Panel  Coconvenors: Victoria Diamond & Val Jones  Vickysw15@aol.com & jones.val@gmail.com   07746 022654

Chair: Robert Arguile 
020 8788 4554     chair@putneysociety.org.uk 
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan  
38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 
Website Editor: Robert Arguile  
webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin Editor: Judith Chegwidden  
020 8788 4489    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Membership: Chris Orriss  
020 8785 7115 membership@putneysociety.org.uk 
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX  
Treasurer: Andrew Nichol 
07894 982 020   nicol.andrewjd@gmail.com

PUTNEY SOCIETY 
CONTACTS 
See website for full details: 
www.putneysociety.org.uk

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) www.putneysociety.org.uk

Putney Arts Theatre 

Tuesday 25 to Saturday 29 January 2022 at 7.45pm (main stage) 

Secrets, intrigue and tension with a dash of explosive violence... 
Putney Theatre Company presents House of Bernarda by Margaret Lawless 
Based on The House of Bernarda Alba by Federico Garcia Lorca. 

!


