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Roehampton Garden Society
SAVE THE DATE

An illustrated talk on the 
history of St Mary’s Church 
Putney Bridge
Speaker: Alicia Robinson (Cropley) 
21 February 2022 at  
St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
The meeting starts at 19:30 with wine and soft drinks 
available from 18:30 and after the meeting. 

The talk is free, but in order to estimate numbers please 
register your interest at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ahistoryofstmarys
churchputneytickets251052202897 or by writing to: 
Registration at 18 Burstock Road, SW15 2PW. 

St. Mary’s Church has a long and fascinating history from 
its foundation, through a Tudor addition, the Civil War 
‘Putney debates', huge changes in the 1830s, an arson 
attack in 1973, to the resurrected church today.  Alicia 
worked with the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) for 

36 years in various roles including as Director of Apsley 
House (the Duke of Wellington’s art collection in his 
London home), and later Senior Curator of French 
Sculpture 1600‐1914, and of Ironwork. As a long standing 
and interested resident and parishioner of Putney, she 
undertook research on St Mary’s Church recently and she 
will discuss the church’s evolution, highlights and a few 
discoveries. 

The Society’s AGM will be held 
on Monday, 28 March 
2022 at 7.30pm. We are 
planning an in‐person meeting 
at the Community Church, 
Werter Road, SW15 2LL. Full 
details of the speaker and 
accompanying papers will be 
in next month’s bulletin. 
If you wish to stand for 
election to the Executive 
Committee, please contact the 
Secretary and she will send 
you a nomination form.  For 
more information on the role 
of members of the Executive 
Committee, please contact 
chair@putneysociety.org.uk  
Do get in touch if you think 
you can contribute.  
Nominations should be 
returned to the Secretary by 
Monday 21 March 2022. 

In the centenary year of the 
Roehampton Garden Society, it is 
worth remembering a few of the 
benefits of membership (£3 annually 
as an Associate Member i.e., a non‐
plot holder). There is an excellent 
website http://www. 
roehamptonallotments.co.uk/, 
which contains month by month 
advice, particularly on growing 
vegetables. There is a monthly 
update that includes further advice 
and topical articles; this is published 
exclusively online. There are two 
flower and produce shows a year and 

all members are encouraged to 
submit entries and to come along to 
see what can be produced here in 
Putney allotments and gardens. 
Perhaps the greatest benefit is the 
store on allotment site 2 (entrance 
next to 18, The Pleasance SW15 5HF), 
open 10.0012.00 on Sundays, that 
sells composts, seeds and other 
gardening items at little more than 
cost price.  And if you are feeling 
really vigorous, you can join the 
waiting list for an allotment and be 
surprised in about four to five years 
when you reach the top.

–––––––––––––––––––



In mid‐January South Western Railways (SWR) further 
reduced services, but not prices, for trains serving Putney. 
Across its network SWR will be operating 28 per cent fewer 
weekday trains compared with pre‐pandemic levels, 
compared with the 17 per cent reduction in its most recent 
timetable. The emergency measures have been introduced 
because of staff shortages arising from Omicron. Hopefully, 
this will be a temporary change and we will see a return to 
more normal levels of trains shortly. 

The Transport Panel are intending to hold a public meeting, 
possibly in the spring, on electric cars. Please let us know 
what issues you would like to be covered? It could be 
information about the basic economics of running an 
electric car and experiences of owning one or perhaps how 
to find out where the nearest charging points are in Putney 

and beyond. All thoughts welcome. Further details on the 
meeting will be announced in due course. 

 For those intending to drive into the central London 
congestion zone, please note that the operating hours are to 
change from 21 February. There will be no charges after 
6pm but there will now be congestion charges at weekends 
and Bank Holidays between 12 and 6pm. The £15 charge 
will be retained.   

A final reminder that the closing point for Transport for 
London’s public consultation on step‐free access to Tube 
stations on the Underground network is 10 February ‐ 
https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/tubestepfree
access?cid=stepfreetube. Please make the case for East 
Putney.  Nearby stations at Southfields, Wimbledon Park 
and Wimbledon all have lifts so why can’t East Putney?

Transport Panel Convenor: Stephen Luxford.  Stephen.luxford46@gmail.com 

Guerrilla gardening ‐ walking around Putney’s streets many 
of you will have seen vibrant planting at the base of some 
trees. We wondered how the local Tree Officer viewed 
planting in tree pits.  He commented that planting at the 
base of well‐established trees is generally acceptable. 
However, it is important not to garden at the base of newly 
planted trees as the plants provide too much competition 
for the young trees. He also makes the point that while the 
guerilla gardening can look great, it always makes the sites a 
little more sensitive when work takes place. He warns: “If 
members wish to plant at the base of mature trees, then 
please make them aware that their planting may get 
damaged during pruning, particularly pollarding, when 
branches are removed from the trees. This is no fault of the 
contractor carrying out an already complicated and 
dangerous task.” 

We welcome the measures taken to prevent dangerous 
cycling along Church Walk between Putney Park Lane and St 
Margaret’s Crescent.  Improved signage and a mirror at the 
eastern end should make life safer for pedestrians. 

We have also been talking to the Highways Engineer about 
the lack of landscaping following the works to improve the 
layout of Dover House Parade.  Some additional plants have 
been provided but with minimal topsoil to enable them to 

grow– we have now been promised that additional soil and 
mulch will be put in place. 

The Putney Society is working with the Positively Putney BID 
and Enable to review the way in which the Old Burial 
Ground is maintained.  This is a gem of a peaceful open 
space near to the Town Centre, but the 2021 inspection 
from London in Bloom had some very interesting ideas on 
how subtle improvements to planting and tree maintenance 
could further improve the area. 

Open Spaces Panel  Convenor: Judith Chegwidden    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com    020 8788 4489      

FUTURE PANEL  
MEETINGS  
COMMUNITY 
10 February, 10 March   
by Zoom  (18.30)  
Coconvenors:  
Vicky Diamond & Val Jones  
vickysw15@aol.co.uk, 
jones.val@gmail.com 
T: 07746 022654 (Vicky) 
T: 07780 674114 (Val) 

 

TRANSPORT  
8 February, 8 March     
by Zoom (19.30)  
Convenor:  
Stephen Luxford  
Stephen.luxford46 
@gmail.com

BUILDINGS  
2 February, 2 March    
by Zoom (18.00)   
Convenor: 
Andrew Catto  
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 
T: 07831 761327

OPEN SPACES  
3 February, 3 March    
by Zoom (18.00)  
Convenor:  
Judith Chegwidden  
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
T: 020 8788 4489 

For the moment all panel meetings are held on Zoom.  We will let you know as soon as the guidance 
allows us to meet in person. If you are new to panel meetings, please contact the panel convenor by 
email if you want to take part in the Zoom meeting and they will send out an invitation. 



This time last year we went through a big exercise to 
look through and comment on Wandsworth’s draft 
Local Plan.  The final version is now open for 
comments on technical ‘soundness’ before being 
adopted later this year.  Once again this involves all 
the Society’s panels coordinated by the Buildings 
Panel.  The Community Panel have already spotted 
that there’s no mention of public toilets, which are 
required by the London Plan and which the Society 
has been campaigning to bring back to the town 
centre.  We suspect the council hoped nobody would 
notice, because they don’t want the cost of 
maintaining toilets, but if the council don’t provide 
public facilities, who else should?  

Nationally there have been some overdue changes to 
the building regulations.  Despite the Climate 
Emergency, the rules on insulating buildings had 
remained unchanged since 2013.  The new version 
reduces the allowable heat loss for new homes by 
30%.  Progress, except that this is the version we 
were promised for 2019 (2016 got skipped 
altogether) and we should by now have reduced heat 
loss by 44%.   

Some local householders however are ahead of the 
game.  We are watching, but not commenting on, a 
planning application for external insulation on a 
highly visible house in one local conservation area 
which will then be covered in brick slips so as to look 
unchanged.  The aim is to cut their fuel bills by two 
thirds, something we are all increasingly aware 
about.   

Other new rules also require electric chargers for all 
new parking spaces ‐ where they happen because 
London wide planning rules severely restrict new 
spaces.  The 600 flats now going up on the old B&Q 
site in Wandsworth will have only a handful, all for 
disabled badge holders.   

Last month I suggested that Putney may have no big 
development sites left, but infill space is still being 
found for small developments.  And not always flats.  
Recently we have seen proposals for six mews houses 
behind Majestic Wine on the Upper Richmond Road 
and for single new houses off Kersfield Road and 
opposite the Telegraph Inn, all sufficiently well done 
and to the right scale to give no reason to object.   

The biggest recent planning consent was one none of 
us could comment on.  Visitors to Queen Mary’s 
Hospital can’t miss seeing the big operating complex 
in the middle of the car park.  This was built under 
short term temporary Covid powers but will now be 
allowed to stay for another five years.  Permitted 
development rules are also being widened to allow 
other, usually smaller ‘temporary’ uses, such 
marquees in pub gardens and tables on pavements, 
to become effectively permanent.    

But Wandsworth Council do sometimes say ‘No’.  The 
last month brought further refusals for new 5G 
‘phone masts, usually on the basis of a technicality on 
size.  We have asked the council to set out a clear 
policy on where these should go if they are to carry 
on resisting the ‘wrong ‘uns’.   

Buildings Panel  Convenor: Andrew Catto    ac@andrewcatto.co.uk      020 8785 0077

You should all get a copy, either for you to open as an 
attachment with your email, or a hard copy in the post, 
of the Recycling and Reuse leaflet we prepared at the 
end of last year. We hope you all find this useful.  

It is International Women’s Day on 8 March. 
Roehampton Women’s Network are hoping to host an 
event (Covid permitting) at the Alton Community Hall, 
from 5pm – 7pm, with all manner of stalls, 
entertainment and information on hand.  

There is much being done to support women who have 
been in, or are in abusive relationships, and this is just 
one area where there will be information to show the 
support that there is, whether you’ve been through it 
and come out the other side, or if you’re struggling 
now and don’t know what to do.  

As we leave behind the short days of January and look 

forward, the Community Panel members have been 
planning where their focus will lie in the months 
ahead.  As well as our ongoing campaigns for public 
lavatories in Putney, wider availability of defibrillators, 
concerns about local policing and safety, and a 
collective eye kept on health and social care provision 
locally, we would like to do more to ensure that local 
children have the facilities they ‐ and their working 
parents ‐ need for pre‐ and post‐school activities, and 
during the school holidays.   

And looking more widely, we were delighted to hear 
about the Iron Age settlement finds at the Barn Elms 
site by the river (see article in this issue) ‐ and to 
remind ourselves that community has always been at 
the heart of settlements. If YOU have any particular 
area you’d like to get involved in, please let us know. 
We welcome your involvement and ideas.  

Community Panel  Coconvenors: Victoria Diamond & Val Jones  Vickysw15@aol.com & jones.val@gmail.com   07746 022654
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In the BBC programme Digging for Britain 
Series 9 episode 2 shown on 5 Jan, Professor 
Alice Roberts shows evidence of post holes 
discovered at the Thames Tideway Barn 
Elms site which may have been the 
foundations for a massive Round House 
structure, and indicate that there may have 
been a bustling Iron Age community and 
even an iron industry on the site.  

Coins from the Cantiaci tribe have been 
found which could have been used in 
trading. In the opening chapter of A Brief 
History of Putney & Roehampton published 
by the Putney Society, Wandsworth 
Historical Society archaeologist Pamela 
Greenwood described the Iron Age finds 
already made in Putney: “From the early 
1970s increasing amounts of pottery dating 
to the earliest Iron Age (8th‐6th centuries 
BC) found downstream of Putney Railway 
Bridge suggest a settlement or some activity 
along the former banks of the Thames. An 
early Iron Age settlement dating to the 5‐
4th centuries BC was discovered in 1974 by 
the Beverley Brook at Barn Elms during 
construction of the river‐defence wall.  

Nearby, a large pit and other evidence of 
the middle Iron Age (c 400‐150 BC) were 
excavated on the site of the Gas Pipeline  

 

Terminal (BEV I). This site and nearby finds, 
particularly of potin coins, indicate a major 
settlement around here in the late 2nd or 
early 1st century BC.” She goes on to 
describe lots more finds from several 
different ages from the Barns Elms area.  

Iron Age Settlement  – Barn Elms

Music at  
St Margaret’s,  

Putney Park Lane 
A welcome return for  

Sunday evening concerts 
 

2022: FORTHCOMING RECITALS 
All 6pm7pm unless otherwise stated 

6 February 
Lawrence Gillians, baritone 

13 February 
Champagne Quartet, vocal ensemble 
The Champagne Quartet celebrates 

Valentine's Day with a sparkling concert of 
favourites from Bernstein, Mozart, and More! 

20 February 
Beatrice Nicholas, pianist 

6 March 
Margherita Torretta, pianist 

Friends of 
Putney 
Library 

 
Arnold Bennett’s Putney 
A talk by Nicholas Redman 
from the Arnold Bennett 
Society 
9 March 2022,  
Putney Library, 
Refreshments at 
6.00pm, Talk at 6.30pm 
Free entry – but donations 
sought for framing more 
illustrations* to the novel, 
Buried Alive (partly based 
in Putney).  Please book in 
advance on 020 8780 3085 
or email Charlene. 
colman@gllorg. 
  
An audio version of a walk 
devised by the Putney 
Society based on Buried 
Alive is available at 
https://www.wandswor
th.gov.uk/leisureand
culture/localhistoryan
dheritage/audiowalks
throughputney/ (scroll 
down to the bottom of  
the page). 
 
* In 2020 the Putney Society 
donated some £360 towards 
the framing of the first 
tranche of illustrations from 
Buried Alive. 

How big is your 
environmental 
footprint? 
 
 
 
Several of us that visited the 
Wandsworth Climate Change Festival 
event in Putney Library tried out a 
carbon foot print calculator – this one 
was the wwf.org.uk footprint calculator, 
which is quite straightforward but 
possibly a bit simplistic.  Your editor was 
pleased to find that she came out below 
the UK average but less pleased to see 
that there was a long way to go to reach 
zero impact.  It certainly provided food 
for thought.  Why not have a go? 


