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On 18 September we had a table in 
Church Square at the first ever  
Putney Clean Air Fair, sponsored by 
Fleur Anderson MP.  We were blessed 
with a bright sunny morning, the 
church bells ringing, and even an east 
wind blowing the polluted air of the 
High Street away from Church Square.  
It is probably true to say that most 
visitors were heading for the farmers’ 
market or were on a riverside walk or 
run.  But many were interested and 
supportive of our work to improve the 
local air quality; we might even have 
managed to recruit a few new 
members! 

The day before, the Mayor of London, 

Sadiq Khan, had announced that all 
new TfL buses will from now on be zero 
emission (pure electric or hydrogen), 
with the aim of achieving an entirely 
zero emission bus fleet by 2034. This is 
still a long way off, but three years 
sooner than the previous target of 
2037.  It’s about time the elderly buses 
on the 93 route (many approaching 13 
years old) were replaced, so we’ll be 
writing to our London Assembly 
Member, Leonie Cooper, on this. 

By the time you read this Bulletin, the 
Air Pollution Group will have met to 
consider Wandsworth Council’s draft 
Air Quality Action Plan 20212025 
(https://democracy. 

wandsworth.gov.uk/documents/s8501
3/21187%20%20AQAP%202021
25.pdf).  The public consultation on 
this has not yet formally started, but 
we have written to the Council about 
the apparent lack of evidence behind 
the claim in the draft that “the borough 
will achieve compliance with the 
objectives for both nitrogen dioxide 
and particulate matter no later than 
2025”. 

For those who are really interested in 
Air Pollution the WHO has recently 
revised its guidance: 
(https://www.who.int/ 
publications/i/item/9789240034228).  

We have some way to go! Ed. 
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Wandsworth Council is organising a 
borough wide Together on Climate 
Change Festival from Monday 8 to 
Saturday 13 November 2021 to 
coincide with the 2021 United 
Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) in Glasgow. It is looking for 
individuals and organisations to get 
involved. The festival  a mix of virtual 
and inperson events throughout the 
week –aims to bring together 
residents, businesses, community 
groups and other stakeholders across 
the borough to disseminate 
information about and raise 
awareness of climate change. The 
objectives are to: 

● create a boroughwide week of 
topics on a wide range of issues 
(see below) 

● learn about climate change and 
what everyone can do to reduce 
its impact 

● share information, tips and advice 
● encourage everyone to make 

changes which help achieve 

climate change targets 
● align with Wandsworth 

Environment and 
Sustainability Strategy 
(WESS) 

● reduce boroughwide 
emissions  

● plan future policies 
If you would like to take 
part by hosting an 
event/activity focused on 
any of the objectives, or 
know of a group that would 
be interested, Aimee 
Brough, the council’s 
Partnership and 
Engagement Officer for Climate 
Change, would like to hear from you 
by Thursday 7 October. To recap, the 
Council’s programme covers: 

● Biodiversity  
● Green Economy  
● Healthy Streets and Air Quality  
● Improving energy efficiency in 

homes  
● Reducing waste  

● Working with schools and young 
people 

Please share your thoughts, questions 
and ideas with Aimee; she can be 
contacted by email at 
togetheronclimatechange@ 
wandsworth.gov.uk or by phone on 
07929 862012.  

Let’s help to make this an event  
with impact and lasting outcomes, 
for everyone! 

Together on Climate Change Festival   

Putney Clean Air Fair
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The recent big news on the Planning and Buildings front is 
of course the change of minister for Housing Planning and 
Local Government (DHCLG).  Mr Gove comes with a 
reputation for getting things done.  The Architects Journal 
commented that “It’s hard to look at the replacement of 
Robert Jenrick with Michael Gove and conclude that 
housing and planning just became less important to the 
government.”  But the Planning Bill mentioned in the 
Queen’s speech has yet to be seen and is already being 
opposed by many Conservative MPs. There are reports 
that some of the more controversial elements might be 
dropped.   

Meanwhile the Building Safety Bill is progressing through 
Parliament but offers no relief to those flat leaseholders 
faced with huge bills to replace existing potentially 
dangerous cladding.   

Even making it easier to get planning permission for new 
homes won’t get them built whilst shortages of materials 
and labour continue to affect construction.  Recent figures 
from the Planning Portal suggest that the number of 
planning applications is reducing simply because 
developers can’t complete the projects they already have 
in hand.    

But here in Putney things may get busier soon.  The legal 
elements of the planning permission for an elevenstorey 
hotel on the corner Putney Bridge Road and High Street 
have finally been signed off, and we understand that the 
Liberty Gardens (formerly Levellers Court) site next to this 

has been sold to a major bank who intend to build out the 
current planning permission.  Would it be too much to ask 
that they coordinate their schemes?   

Those of you who drive towards Sheen will be familiar 
with the three huge digital adverts along the edge of 
Rosslyn Park’s rugby ground.  Now it seems these are 
getting obsolete only some five years after being erected 
and an application is in for their replacement by one 
double sided screen.  If this were to be refused, then the 
three ‘old’ screens would stay.  Are two better than one 
provided the Council can, this time, include enforceable 
conditions preventing moving images?  

Many members may also be familiar with the huge new 
house recently completed at the end of Priory Lane facing 
Richmond Park.  The owners, not content with a high wall 
around the site, had added spikes to the top of this 
without consent.  They have now been refused consent to 
keep these.  We have asked the enforcement team ‘what 
next?’  Watch this space.   

I’m writing this before our public meeting on the history of 
Roehampton but know that Gilly King is an excellent and 
informative speaker and hope to have had the opportunity 
to meet many of you face to face for the first time since 
last year.  The Panel however have decided that the 
advantages of sharing images on screen as we talk mean 
that we will continue to meet ‘on line’.  Which also makes 
it easier for you to join in.   First Wednesday of the month, 
6.30pm.  Drop me a line for the Zoom link.   

Buildings Panel Convenor: Andrew Catto 
16 Roehampton Close, SW15 5LU 

 ac@andrewcatto.co.uk      020 8785 0077

The Transport Panel has responded to South Western 
Railway (SWR) consultation on proposed timetable 
changes from December 2022. SWR believes that post 
Covid commuter and business traffic will only reach 60% 
of previous levels while leisure travel (undefined but 
presumably offpeak passengers) will marginally increase 
on previous levels. In response to this SWR proposes to 
lop off one peak train and two off peak trains from 
Putney; this appears rather illogical if the desire is to grow 
leisure travel. SWR also argues that reducing services will 
improve reliability by limiting the bottleneck at 
Queenstown Road. 

While we are relatively well served in Putney, reduced 
services will severely hit neighbouring stations at North 
Sheen and Wandsworth Town, currently subject to major 
residential developments dependent on nearby rail travel. 
The Society (and our MP and Council) have objected to 
the proposals. SWR’s plans fly in the face of the Council 
and government’s aim of encouraging people on to public 

transport and it will exacerbate our local air pollution 
problems. When many people have yet to return to work 
it seems rather premature for SWR to make a passenger 
forecast based on very limited information. SWR (and 
Network Rail) would be better served by considering real 
solutions to the bottleneck at Queenstown Road, for 
example, by reintroducing an extra track.  It appears that 
SWR, which immediately prior to Covid was reported by 
the media to be considering dropping out of the 
franchise, is rather more focused on the bottom line than 
the service of their passengers. 

There is some positive news on Hammersmith Bridge, 
although the overall picture remains opaque. The initial 
stabilisation work turned out to be much cheaper than 
anticipated but when the main repair work might begin 
and who will fund it has yet to be agreed.  Unfortunately, 
relations between the head of the Bridge Taskforce 
(Conservative) and the council responsible for the Bridge 
(Labour) remain strained. 

Transport Panel Convenor: Stephen Luxford 
46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS 

Stephen.luxford46@gmail.com     
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The Community Panel is involved with all things 
communityrelated – mental and physical health, rubbish 
disposal, recycling, police services, neighbourhood safety, 
homelessness,  communications  and the arts ... all of 
which affect our daily lives.  Recent projects have included a 
survey of people without access to online facilities – how do 
they manage in this digital world?  We are also campaigning 
for public toilets, taking part in a consultation about what 
was called the Minor Injuries Unit at Queen Mary’s Hospital, 
and involved with groups in Roehampton to improve 
services there.  We need your input!  Are there issues of 
concern that you would like the Community Panel to discuss 
and raise with the relevant authorities?   

Panel meetings are open to all members, and your thoughts 
and ideas are welcome.  Contact Vicky or Val to discuss – 
details below. 

‘Lockdown’ has become a term associated with the huge 

changes we have all had to incorporate into our daily lives 
since early 2020.  Apart from the many negative effects of 
such isolation – on families, people living alone, remote 
working – one unforeseen benefit of the ‘Zoom’ era (other 
platforms are available) has been the ability to attend 
several meetings in a day.  Released from the practical 
difficulties of rushing across the borough from place to 
place, notebooks in hand, we can now sit at our dining room 
tables and join meetings, near and far.  The opportunities 
are endless – and the benefits obvious.  Groups and 
individuals previously unaware of each other’s activities are 
now in touch, bringing tangible changes to communities and 
strengthening understanding of what each does.   So, no 
more lockdowns please, unless absolutely necessary for 
public safety, but let’s make sure that as we return to and 
welcome face to face meetings, there will be an ongoing 
place for communicating on screen.  It has made positive 
differences.      

Community Panel Coconvenors: Victoria Diamond 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PF 
Val Jones Garden Flat, 41 Norroy Road, SW15 1PQ 

 Vickysw15@aol.com & jones.val@gmail.com      07746 022654

FUTURE PANEL MEETINGS  
COMMUNITY 
14 October, 11 November      
by Zoom (18.30)  
Coconvenors:  
Vicky Diamond & Val Jones  
vickysw15@aol.co.uk, 
jones.val@gmail.com 
T: 07746 022654 (Vicky) 
T: 07780 674114 (Val) 

 

 

TRANSPORT  
12 October, 9 November      
by Zoom (19.30)  
Convenor:  
Stephen Luxford  
Stephen.luxford46 
@gmail.com

BUILDINGS  
6 October, 3 November      
by Zoom (18.30)   
Convenor: 
Andrew Catto  
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 
T: 07831 761327

OPEN SPACES  
7 October, 4 November      
by Zoom (18.30)  
Convenor:  
Judith Chegwidden  
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
T: 020 8788 4489 

For the moment all panel meetings are 
held on Zoom.  We will let you know as 
soon as the guidance allows us to meet 
in person. If you are new to panel 
meetings, please contact the panel 
convenor by email if you want to take 
part in the Zoom meeting and they will 
send out an invitation. 

Coconvenor: Andrew Catto 
 ac@andrewcatto.co.uk      020 8785 0077

Observant residents will have noticed strange green bags 
appearing around the bases of newly planted trees over 
the last year. These “tree gators” are watering devices. 
They require filling about once a week and allow 
controlled gradual saturation of the earth around the trees 
over about sixteen hours. This is a much more effective 
way of watering than the traditional emptying of the 
contents of a watering can over five minutes. The result is 
clear to see. The number of dead saplings in West Putney 
during this year has fallen dramatically. Indeed, they are so 
successful there are some reports of them being stolen. 
Enable are to be congratulated for introducing them. 

For many years it was the tradition interested members of 
the Putney Society to walk the length of Putney Park Lane 
along with officials from the Council and sometimes a 
Councillor. We revived this practice a couple of years ago 
and hope to hold a further walk in November.  

Now for some good news. The parklet at the junction of 
Charlwood Road and Upper Richmond Road, which until it 
was bombed in the last war was the site of a department 
store, has recently been transformed into a parklet. This 
went through a period of neglect but has now been tidied 
up and JC Decaux and the Open Spaces Panel have been 
collaborating to arrange replanting. 

Climate change affects all of us and in many different ways. 
One that has been exercising the members of the Open 
Spaces Panel recently is the threat posed by oversized 
trees in small suburban gardens in Putney. The risks posed 
by these trees in increasingly intemperate weather are 
both to property and to life and limb. The OSP has written  
to Wandsworth Borough Council inquiring if the Council 
knows where such trees are situated, if they have a policy 
on such trees and if they are prepared to make grants to 
those without ready assets to reduce their size and 
thereby their safety. 

The Putney Society plans to plant two trees in 
Wandsworth Park to mark the forthcoming Jubilee. Those 
that have been shortlisted are the Foxglove tree, the 
Caucasian Wing Nut tree, the Wild Service tree, the 
Handkerchief tree, the Japanese Pagoda tree and the 
Persian Silk tree. The choice has yet to be made and the 
date of planting is uncertain owing to the difficulties of 
ordering these trees from the approved supplier. 

Finally, the planting at the parade at the North End of 
Dover House Road ground to a halt earlier in the year. The 
Council has now taken this up with the contractors and it is 
hoped that the planting will be completed this autumn.

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Judith Chegwidden 
28 Howards Lane, SW15 6NQ  

 judith.chegwidden@gmail.com      020 8788 4489      
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Sonia Sawyer (1917  2002) was a teacher and Head of the 
Junior School at Putney High School. After her retirement 
she became the driving force in the Roehampton Garden 
Society for almost a quarter of a century and persuaded 
many of us to take up allotments on the Dover House 
Estate. In her will she bequeathed a significant sum of 
money to the RGS and this has now been used to build a 
substantial shed that will give allotmenteers a place of 
shelter in inclement weather and provide a focus for Site 3 
there was a formal opening recently when the plaque 
commemorating her life was unveiled by her friend the 
actress Valerie Minifie.

Dear Editor, 

The reports of flooding in Putney High Street 
(Bulletin, September) are indeed concerning. 
However, whilst it is possible that the floods were 
caused by the new pavements in the High Street, 
it’s hard to escape the feeling that it is looking for 
a too-easy explanation whilst overlooking a much 
more serious issue: that of the role of global 
heating in producing much more extreme weather.  

After all, the July floods were not confined to 
Putney High Street: there were reports of flash 
flooding all over London (and elsewhere in the 
country). For example, nine London Underground 
and Overground stations were closed, at least two 
hospitals (Whipps Cross and Newham) were 
seriously affected and the London Fire Brigade 
reported more than a thousand flood-related calls: 
rescuing people from cars and dealing with flooded 
basements and cellars; many homes have been 
severely damaged by the floodwater and 
overflowing sewage. 

Clearly, there are much bigger forces at work: 
global heating needs to be taken much more 
seriously as the existential threat it actually is. 
It's very dangerous to search for relatively trivial 
causes of flooding when a far more significant one 
is staring us in the face, and one which needs 
concerted action now. 

Yours etc, 

Richard Carter 

A brickbat and a bouquet! 

The Brickbat – to whoever decided to remove the 
bus shelter for the 37/337 route on the northeast 
corner of the Putney High Street- Upper Richmond 
Road intersection.  It is not helpful. 

The Bouquet – to estate agents Savills on the 
same corner for the lovely planters they have 
outside their office (Savills’ Gardens?).  Someone 
there has a superb eye for seasonal displays and 
colourful combinations throughout the year.  A lift 
for the spirits each time I pass by their office. 

Patricia Short

A little bit of history 

Putney Park Lane SW15 5HU 
Music is really important to the team 
at St Margaret’s, and they now host 
recitals on most Sunday evenings.  
If you are interested in giving a 
recital at St Margaret’s, or if you 
would like to join their Music Mailing 
List, please contact Nick Miller, 
Director of Music, at 
music@stmargaretsputney.org.  

The concerts are held from 6pm to 7pm 
and drinks are served from 5.30pm. 

There is no charge to attend and no 
need to book a seat but donations 
are welcome.  

Sunday Evening Recital Series 
for October 
October 3rd  Llywelyn Ifan Jones, harpist 
October 10th  Rhiannon Llewellyn, 
soprano & others 
October 17th  David Zucchi, saxophonist 
& Inigo MikeleizBerrade, accordionist

Letters to the Editor

In view of the twin 
challenges of rising 
energy prices and 
climate change we have 
arranged a Zoom 
meeting on 25 October 
at 7.30pm when Toby 
Costin of Crew Energy 
will provide a briefing 
on increasing the 
energy efficiency of our 
homes. 
Look out on the 
website, the Twitter 
feed, the Facebook 
page and for emails for 
further details. 

Concerts at  
St. Margaret’s 
Church

Putney 
Society 
Meeting


