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Annual General Meeting
Monday 28 September 2020 at 7.30pm By webinar
As announced in the August
Bulletin, with the resumption of
physical meetings being some
way away, we have decided to
hold an online AGM on 28th
September in the form of a Zoom
webinar. We will conduct the
necessary Society business of
electing the Society’s President
and VicePresidents, Oﬃcers,
Executive Committee, and
Auditor for the next 6 months.
Members will be able to attend,
ask questions and vote online.
Please note there will not be the
usual speaker on this occasion.
To attend please register with the
Secretary (secretary@putney
society .org.uk).
You will then receive directions
before the meeting as to how to
access the webinar. You can
submit an advance question for
the AGM, but there will also be

an opportunity to do this during
the meeting.
To date we have the following
nominations for the Oﬃcers and
the Executive Committee:
Chair: Robert Arguile, Secretary:
Carolyn McMillan, Treasurer:
Andrew Nicol.
Executive Committee: Jonathan
Callaway, Richard Carter, Judith
Chegwidden, Vicky Diamond,
Mike Fawcett, Charles Gillbe,
Val Jones, Stephen Luxford &
Mark Poulter.
Attached to copies of the
electronic Bulletin are the papers
for the AGM: the AGM agenda
with 2019/20 Annual Report, and
the Treasurer’s report and 2019
accounts. (Members who receive
the Bulletin by post will have had
these papers last month.)

New trade waste collection scheme
Positively Putney, in partnership
with London Waste and Recycling
Board, is launching an innovative
trade waste scheme for Putney
businesses. It will see most trade
waste collected by electric bike and
transported to a nearby
consolidation site for bulk
collection. By utilising this
methodology, the BID hope to

deliver improvements in local air
quality and reduce congestion  as
well as improving recycling rates.

Volunteers
please step
forward!
You have until 21
September to put in
your nomination for
the Putney Society
Executive. We rely on
our trustees and
volunteers to keep
functioning – so this a
call for any of you that
can spare a little time
to come forward as a
trustee (member of the
Executive Committee).
If you have an interest
in our built
environment,
transport issues, air
quality, waste
reduction, our open
spaces or anything that
makes Putney a better
place – then think
about joining the
existing trustees – we
need new people to
inject enthusiasm and
ideas. If you can spare
a few hours a month
please do contact the
Secretary to find out
more and to obtain a
nomination form.
secretary@putney
society.org.uk

New figures from the Oﬃce for National Statistics
show that internet use has rapidly increased among
over65s in recent years, but at the start of 2020 a
fifth of over 65s living alone still did not have
internet access. Less than half of over 65s used
online banking compared to 90% of 1634 year olds.
Less than a fifth had used the
internet to make a medical
appointment (19%) or access
Society
Putney
health services online (17%).
Only 53% of over 65s and 77%
of 5564 year olds had a
smartphone, compared to over
95% for younger age groups.
Research also shows that
those who are not online
likely to be in worse health,

Open Spaces Panel
Swift Boxes – The Friends
of Wandsworth Park are
bidding for a Wandsworth
Community Grant to
enable residents in streets
adjacent to the park to buy subsidised swift boxes.
They will also link up with a local roofing firm to
oﬀer installation. The Society hopes that the new
Wandsworth Local Plan (currently in development)
will make the installation of swift boxes a planning
condition for any new build. Over the last 20 years
the number of swifts visiting the UK has declined by
50% as suitable nesting sites have been blocked up.
The widespread installation of nesting boxes can
help reverse this trend so please do think of putting
one up. Swift boxes are available from the RSPB
https://shopping.rspb.org.uk/gardenbirdnest
boxes/rspbswiftnestbox.html
Litter – the problem of excess litter is not going
away. But our local community is responding
valiantly with many volunteers helping to clean up in
the parks, commons and on the tow path. Certain
types of litter are more diﬃcult to pick up –
particularly bottle tops. The Society has purchased
two types of magnetic litter pickers and two
members tried out each type on Putney Lower
Common in early August. Each type had their
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poorer and less welleducated than their peers.
During the lockdown, many people turned to the
internet for shopping, socialising and accessing
services like medical treatment. But there are fears
that those without basic digital skills and the means
to get online could be left behind and become
increasingly isolated – particularly if the UK enters
lockdown again.
The Community Panel is very concerned about the
way in which information has retreated online and
is working with the libraries to make sure that
information about local services in Putney and
Roehampton is available oﬀline. They are also
searching for more sites for community noticeboards
where information can be shared.
Convenor: Judith Chegwidden
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 020 8788 4489

advantages, so we are now equipped with two
magnetic grabbers and two stronger magnets with
small claws, which were particularly eﬀective at
picking up bottle tops – over 100 in less than an
hour on Putney Lower Common. We plan to
organise some more targeted litter picks in the next
few weeks.
Those of you with good memories will remember
that we responded to the Wandsworth Council
consultation on their proposal to extend the use of
Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) throughout
the Borough. We were particularly concerned about
the resources available to impose PSPOs – in our
parks, for example, the Parks Police are already too
thinly stretched. It will be interesting to see what
measure the council takes as a result of the
consultation process. The Community and Open
Spaces Overview and Scrutiny committee meets
(online) on 23 September and the agenda should
be published about a week beforehand.
Feedback – while it has been good that we have
been able to continue with lively panel meetings by
Zoom over the past few months, it would be good to
see some more new faces and/or to get your views
on preserving and enhancing our open spaces here
in Putney and Roehampton – do get in touch.

Transport Panel
The Royal Parks has announced a 6 month trial,
running to February 2021, to restrict road traﬃc
within Richmond Park. Full details and a map
covering the scheme are on the Park’s website. The
trial includes cutting all cutthrough traﬃc between
Roehampton, Sheen and Richmond Gates at
weekends and on week days restricting all through
traﬃc between Broomfield Hill Car Park (the closest
to the Isabella Plantation) and Robin Hood Car Park.
Disappointingly these plans do not appear to
address the issue of traﬃc using the park as a cut
through during the week. A more imaginative idea
which would enable vehicle access, but reduce those
using the Park as a short cut, would have been to
introduce an Automatic Numbering Plate
Recognition scheme. Cars that leave within a set
period, perhaps under 30 minutes, could pay a fee,
but those staying for longer in order to walk or
perhaps visit Pembroke Lodge would not be charged.

Ahead of the Mayor’s introduction of an UltraLow
Emission Zone within the North and South Circular
roads from autumn 2021, the Council plan to install
lamppost electric vehicle charging sockets within
most of the eastern part of Thamesfield ward. When
the ULEZ is extended drivers of all vehicles and
motorcycles which enter the zone and which don’t
comply with its emission restrictions will have to pay
£12.50 a day  but electric vehicles will be exempt.
Thamesfield was selected as a priority as it will come
within the new ULEZ area however Disraeli Road
appears to be excluded from these plans so I will
inquire further for the reasoning behind this.

Convenor: Stephen Luxford
Stephen.luxford46@gmail.com

The Council has secured funding to introduce Low
Traﬃc Neighbourhoods (LTNs) in parts of
Thamesfield and West Putney. Judith detailed the
plans for West Putney in the last Bulletin which is
a mixture of measures to reduce ‘rat running’
including mini roundabouts, speed bumps and bus
gates. There is no information currently available
regarding plans for Thamesfield.
In the middle of August there was a very sudden
closure of Hammersmith Bridge to pedestrians. And
it was sudden. Pedestrians on the Bridge at the time
were ‘encouraged’ to quickly get oﬀ. At the time of
writing the ban also includes boats going
underneath the Bridge. Urgent tests are being
carried out to determine the extent of the damage
and what needs to be done to rectify it. Although TfL
have oﬀered to fund some of the work to overhaul
the Bridge they cannot aﬀord in the current
circumstances to pay for it all and so, almost 18
months after the Bridge
was first closed to road
traﬃc, we still await
news of a central
Government
contribution. On a
slightly positive note,
although more traﬃc
has inevitably been
diverted towards
Putney there's little
evidence that the
Hammersmith Bridge
closure has aﬀected
pollution levels in
Putney: the monthly
average (so far) for
NO2 levels in PHS is still at 87% of the average level
in the 6 months before the lockdown.
The Council has applied to obtain funding from the
Government’s Future High Streets Fund for some
ideas to revitalise the area around the High Street.
Unfortunately there is little in the bid about
transport except for proposals to revisit the junction
where Putney Bridge meets the Lower Richmond
Road and the High Street. Not all bids are accepted
and even if this one is successful it will be some time
before we see anything on the ground.

Buildings Panel
The big news locally is that Redrow, following their
decision to quit the London market, have cancelled
their contract with Wandsworth Council to redevelop
the heart of the Alton Estate. We have written to the
Council* urging them to use this opportunity to adopt a
much more incremental and environmentally friendly
approach in keeping with their published stand on the
Climate Change Emergency.
Michael Heseltine when Environment Secretary once
said “There are no votes in planning”. Clearly nobody
told his successor Robert Jenrick in the now renamed
Department of Housing Communities and Local
Government who is intent to take control of H away
from C and LG.
First up are the revisions to Permitted Development
coming into force on 31st August.
Permitted Development so far has always excluded
making buildings taller, but the revisions give
householders the right to add up to two extra storeys
(if detached –otherwise one) either to enlarge the
house (Part 1 Class AA) or to add flats (Part2 Class
AC & AD).
Fortunately for most of Putney this new provision
excludes conservation areas and houses built before
1948.
Two storeys can also be added to blocks of flats with
the same exclusions. This could apply to most of the
buildings in the Carlton Drive Area and on the
Ashburton and other estates. The new provisions
(Part 2 Classes AA & AB) also extend this right to
commercial buildings, whether or not they already
have flats upstairs.
Next along (a year late, but here at last) is a White
Paper “Planning for the Future” and a Consultation on
further changes. Responses by 30 October and 1
October respectively. Ask me if you would like a copy
of either. Expect too a National Model Design Code
this autumn leading to “provably locallypopular local
design codes”. Developments that comply with these
will get “a fast track for beauty”. Really? But the
proposal will also “widen and change the nature of
permitted development, so that it enables popular and
replicable forms of development to be approved easily
and quickly” and at the same time “deliver our
commitment to make all new streets treelined”.
New streets only, note.
In his Foreword to the White Paper the Prime Minister
says he wants a planning system that speeds up
decisions and “That actively encourages sustainable,
beautiful, safe and useful development rather than

Coconvenor: Andrew Catto
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 020 8785 0077

obstructing it. That makes it harder for developers to
dodge their obligations to improve infrastructure and
opens up housebuilding to more than just the current
handful of massive corporations. That gives you a
greater say over what gets built in your community.”
The question is how speed can be balanced by a
greater local say when the first change flagged is to
stop putting notices on lamp posts and when only
seven percent of people asked trust their local
authority to make decisions on developments that are
good for the area. But I’m pleased to see that “More
engagement should take place at the Local Plan phase”.
The Putney Society are already working with
Wandsworth on their new Local Plan – now almost
ready.
The process for writing and approving future Local
Plans should be quicker (2½ years not 7), one third the
length and will focus on identifying land under three
categories –
● Growth areas suitable for substantial development,
and where outline approval for development
would be automatically secured for forms and
types of development specified in the Plan;
● Renewal areas suitable for some development,
such as gentle densification; and
● Protected areas where – as the name suggests –
development is restricted.
Clearly there will be a lot of wrangling about which
applies where. There will also be local design codes.
Reassuringly or frustratingly depending on your point
of view, even in ‘Renewal’ areas (likely to be most urban
areas), one old anomaly remains “Local authorities
could continue to consider the case for resisting
inappropriate development of residential gardens” and
of course the Green Belt will remain untouchable.
Applications and decision making are proposed to be
digital based and
● facilitate ambitious improvements in the energy
eﬃciency
● expect new development to be beautiful, and to
create a ‘net gain’
● let local residents have a genuine say in new
design codes
● be more ambitious for aﬀordable housing provided
through planning gain
* The letter has been posted on the Society’s
website – check out www.putneysociety.org.uk

Community Panel

Coconvenors: Victoria Diamond & Val Jones
Vickysw15@aol.com & jones.val@gmail.com 07746 022654

We have information from the Safer Neighbourhood
Police teams (SNTs) from West Putney and
Thamesfield, but not from other SNT groups sadly.
Generally Putney has a low crime rate, but there are
some issues to note:

● There is an increase in pedal cycle thefts. Have a
decent lock, or keep your bike in a secure place.
The police are going to be doing some bike
marking soon, but you can get your own kit from
https://www.bikeregister.com/register

● There was a nasty knife mugging in Norroy Road.
Fortunately the victim ran into the road,
screamed, and threw them his watch, which
they were after. It could have been much worse.
Unfortunately the muggers got away on their
moped. The police are very frustrated that they
are mostly unable to catch criminals on mopeds
– the bikes are either stolen or have false
number plates, can get away fast before the
police arrive, and disappear down alleyways or
past barriers where the police can’t follow them.

● Be aware of distraction burglary, when someone
poses as an oﬃcial to try to gain entry to your
home. They usually come in pairs and say
they’re from a utility company, or even the
police. Ask to see ID, and if you’re not expecting
them, ring the company or 101 to check they’re
oﬃcial. If they’re not, obviously don’t let them
in and call 999 so they can try to catch them

● If you are going to be out late, then a personal
panic alarm could be useful.
● Don’t wear headphones late at night – you can’t
hear the criminals approaching you.
● There has been an increase in Pickpocketing in
the High Street. DON’T keep your phone in your
back pocket, and ensure your bag is closed
securely.
● There has also been an increase in fraud at cash
machines. Do be careful when withdrawing cash
– check the machine looks untampered with,
and that there aren’t people loitering near you.
● More people are getting their own CCTV or Ring
doorbells. Footage from these can be very useful
to police if there is a crime. Just be careful that it
just covers your property, and if it does include
neighbours, get their permission. Or set the
camera so it blocks them out.

PUTNEY SOCIETY
CONTACTS
See website for full details:
www.putneysociety.org.uk

● Theft from motor vehicles will continue as long
as people keep leaving items in their cars.
● The Police are dealing with the street drinkers
and have issued CPN’s (Community Protection
Notices) and one has gone to court.
If you do see suspicious behaviour, call 101 or 999,
depending what it is. The police would rather be
called than have something happen which could
have been prevented. If there’s no danger to
yourself, take photos. Photographic evidence is
always useful.
Please sign up to OWL (Online Watch Link
https://www.owl.co.uk/). It links Neighbourhood
Watch, Police, local authorities and the public. Alerts
are sent out via OWL about crime and local issues,
and these are emailed to members of OWL. It helps
prevent burglary, finds missing people, and even
catches suspects. A very useful community tool!

Chair: Robert Arguile
020 8788 4554 chair@putneysociety.org.uk
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS 020 8789 6692
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
Website Editor: Robert Arguile
webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk

Bulletin Editor: Judith Chegwidden
020 8788 4489 judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
Membership: Chris Orriss
020 8785 7115 membership@putneysociety.org.uk
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX
Treasurer: Andrew Nichol
07894 982 020 nicol.andrewjd@gmail.com
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Do you remember the
ABC Regal Cinema?
Putney was quick to join the first wave of purpose
built cinemas, with the Mirror and Globe opening
in 1911 and the Palace in 1912. Then in 1937 came
the large, luxurious ABC Regal, next to the Palace,
at the north end of Putney High St. In that pre
WW2, preTV era, UK cinema admissions rose
steeply, reaching extraordinary levels by recent
(prestreaming) standards – 946 million in 1937,
peaking at 1,635 million in 1946, having continued
to climb during the war.
By the late 1930s, ABC (Associated British
Cinemas) was the UK’s largest chain, with
approximately 460 cinemas, compared with
Gaumont at round 300 and Odeon at around 250.
Putney’s Regal was, at the time, the largest ABC in
London, with 2,540 seats and, of course, an organ
– the Compton Electrone, with resident organist
Charles Smart, known for his radio broadcasts.
Given the period, the design was Art Deco
influenced, the architect being William Riddell
Glen LRIBA, born near Glasgow in 1885 and ABC’s
inhouse architect from 1929 until his death in
1950; he designed almost 100 cinemas for them.
The main contractors were local builders T H
Adamson & Sons.

Wandsworth,
Councillor W H
Heath JP, his last
public function
as mayor. The films Night
Must Fall and Fifty Roads to Town were
shown and a reception at the Star & Garter
followed. The Granada, Clapham Junction (now
Transformation House), opened the same day, in
the evening. Both the Regal and the Odeon
(Palace) closed on 11th Dec. 1971 and the whole
block was demolished soon afterwards, making
way for the present Odeon and Jubilee House.
A 1965 planning application (rejected) proposed
replacing the Regal with a combined cinema and
supermarket!
It was hoped to buy the organ for All Saints
Church, Putney Common, but the £2,000 needed
could not be raised. It is now owned by private
enthusiast Ralf Krampen in BreyamRhein,
Germany, who gives occasional recitals to a limited
audience.

(Editors’ note: Many thanks to Philip Evison for
providing this piece of Putney History and my
apologies for failing to acknowledge Philip as the
The opening ceremony, at 200 pm on Monday 8th author of last month’s piece on Dr. Edvard Beneš.)
Nov. 1937, was performed by the Mayor of

To register for the AGM
webinar  write to
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
FUTURE PANEL
MEETINGS

For the moment all panel meetings are held on Zoom. We will let you know as soon as the guidance
allows us to meet in person. If you are new to panel meetings, please contact the panel convenor by
email if you want to take part in the Zoom meeting and they will send out an invitation.

COMMUNITY

TRANSPORT

BUILDINGS

OPEN SPACES

10 September, 8 October
by Zoom (18.30)

8 September, 13 October
by Zoom (19.30)

2 September, 7 October
by Zoom (18.00)

3 September, 1 October
by Zoom (18.30)

Coconvenors:
Vicky Diamond & Val Jones

Convenor:
Stephen Luxford

Convenor:
Andrew Catto

Convenor:
Judith Chegwidden

vickysw15@aol.co.uk,
jones.val@gmail.com
T: 07746 022654 (Vicky)
T: 07780 674114 (Val)

Stephen.luxford46
@gmail.com

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
T: 07831 761327

judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
T: 020 8788 4489
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