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Supporting our
local town centre
Local high streets face many
challenges as we change the way in
which we shop – across the country 14
shops are closing every day. The
Business Improvement District,
Positively Putney, has been launched
with a mission to make Putney town
centre a vibrant and attractive place to
work, live and visit.

Please do come

#

#

#

#

#

#

!

" "

"

" "

"
"

"

"

"

"

"

"
"
""

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

!

!

"

!

!

!

!

! !
!
!

!

!
!

!

!
!
! !
! !

!

! !
! !
!

There will be a bus on Christmas Day!
!
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A vintage bus enthusiast will be
operating a bus service on route 430
between Roehampton and Putney
Bridge on 25th December. It will run
hourly between about 09:00 and
!
! !
16:00 following the normal 430
route from Putney !Bridge!to
Roehampton Village, but will then
serve Alton Road and Bessborough
! as Danebury Avenue.
Road as well
Although there is less demand for
travel on Christmas Day, people still
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that this will be a
popular event with
our members so
please send in your
application as soon
as possible.

loved but unused gardening tools to help them
further develop the community garden on the
%
% % %
% %
%
%
Ashburton
Estate
in Putney.
If% you
have
any spare
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tools,
them
28
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10th
January.
Email
chair@putneysociety.org.uk
to
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arrange
delivery
(or
collection
if
necessary).
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! along
! to our New
! !
!
! Year!lunch! and use
!
the enclosed (or
!
! to !
form
attached)
your tickets
! book
!
! !
and select your
! menu. We are sure
!
!

!

#

Saturday 13
!
January
Prince
! of! Wales,
138 Upper
!
Rd, !
Richmond
!Putney,
! SW15!2SP

(corner of Oxford Rd)

! !
!
!!G0
!
Do you have any spare! garden
tools?
Putney Community Gardens are looking to source
!
! !
!

"

Putney
Society New
Year Lunch

Square will be the venue for local
!
school choirs, a human snow globe,
reindeer rodeo and a performance of
! the Beast.
!
! on !
Beauty and
And then
Sunday 3rd December you can mingle
! !
! !
with live camels, wise men and the
Putney and Wimbledon
Brass! Band.!
!

!
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To ﬁnd out! about !more Christmas !
fairs, concerts and other events in
They have created plenty of reasons to Putney make sure you check the
;Positively
! Putney! website: !
visit this December, starting with
festivities on 2nd December when the http://positivelyputney.co.uk/events/
!
! !
lights will be switched on and Church
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! !
!

!

need to get about, and Richard
Shirley is hoping that the service will
be of some use to people living
! and
working in the area.
The buses are run professionally for
!
!
!
hire under an operator’s licence,
meeting
* current safety
! regulations.
!!'
As they are from the
1950s they are not fully
accessible, but there
will be a conductor to
help passengers.
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South Western Railway are consulting on their
proposed timetable from December 2018
when extra capacity becomes available
following the re-opening of the old Eurostar
platforms at Waterloo. If you have any views,
please submit them via the South Western
website by 23 December.

South Western Railway have agreed in principle
to ﬁeld a speaker at a future Members’ Meeting
which we hope will be in February. Once we
have conﬁrmation we will let Members know.
Please send me ideas for issues you would like
raised at this meeting. Punctuality, for example,
still remains a problem.
TThe Borough Council proposes to dispose of the
Roehampton Playing Fields in Dover House Road
by way of a 30-year lease to a commercial sports
operator, TFC Ltd. This proposal has aroused
signiﬁcant opposition both among the local
community and also by many of the present
users of the playing ﬁelds.

The council is seeking to avoid having to pay the
£50,000pa it is presently costing the council to
maintain the playing ﬁelds and, instead, to allow
TFC Ltd to develop the playing ﬁelds for a very
much more intensive use - so that they make a
proﬁt which could yield some income for the
council. The developments proposed, including
ﬂoodlighting and car parking provision, have
been only sketchily described and no planning
applications for the proposed development are
expected until some time into the new lease
arrangements. It is this which is annoying
people. The environmental issues are too
important to be handled in this casual way.
Given the possibility of the council receiving
income from the new arrangements, the

FUTURE PANEL
MEETINGS

All members welcome
www.putneysociety.org.uk

COMMUNITY:
14 December,
11 January
at 41 Norroy Road,
SW15 1PF (18.30)
Convenor:
Vicky Diamond
vickysw15@aol.com
T:07746 022654

At a recent meeting of
Transport
the Passenger Transport
Panel
Liaison Group, which
Convenor:
comprises of councillors
Stephen Luxford
and oﬃcials and
stephen.luxford@
nao.gsi.gov.uk
representatives from
TfL, South Western and
Network Rail, an issue raised by the Society
was discussed. The Society would like Putney
Station, through which 10 million people pass
a year, to have a deﬁbrillator. South Western’s
Community Rail Manager said he would
consider the idea and report back to the
Group.
submission of planning
Open Spaces
applications could be
thought to be
Panel
compromised. The
council would be both
Convenor:
John Horrocks
the planning authority
020
8789 2956
and the landlord (but
only if planning
john.horrocks10@
btinternet.com
permission were to be
granted). The decision
to dispose of the lease
would be made with only limited information on
the exact way in which the playing ﬁelds would
be used and managed. It is this unsatisfactory
process which has led the Society to decide to
oppose the proposed disposal of the playing
ﬁelds.

Objections to the disposal need to be made to
the council by 8 December by going on line at
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton
playingﬁelds or emailing RoehamptonPlaying
FieldsProposal@wandsworth.gov.uk

TRANSPORT:
12 December,
9 January
at 46 Disraeli
Road, SW15 2DS (19.30)
Convenor:
Stephen Luxford
stephen.luxford@
nao.gsi.gov.uk

BUILDINGS:
6 December,
3 January
at 154 Putney High Street,
SW15 1RS (19.00)
Convenor:
Andrew Catto
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk

OPEN SPACES:
7 December at
28 Howards Lane, SW15 6NQ
4 January at 71 Norroy Road,
SW15 1PH (19.00)
Convenor: John Horrocks
John.horrocks10@
btinternet.com
T: 020 8789 2956
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Aware that some of you will have missed
November’s Members’ Meeting here’s an end of
year summary of the development activity now
aﬀecting Putney High Street.

Starting at the bridge, where Tideway Tunnel works
have now begun, the Odeon cinema is undergoing a
luxury reﬁt, but the owners are seeking a bar licence
until 4am, widely opposed. Opposite, it’s now two
years since consent was given for the White Lion to
be refurbished as a small hotel, but nothing has yet
happened, nor has the development of ﬂats at 28-30.

Wandsworth Council rejected British Land’s scheme
for over 100 ﬂats on six storeys above shops at 56-70
PHS only to have it called in and approved by Mayor
Boris Johnson. The site has been sold and the new
owners are believed to be proposing only minor
updating.

Our main attention is now opposite, on the corner of
Putney Bridge Road and the High Street where a 10
storey hotel is proposed (planning application
number 2017/5724). We have said that this is too
much, just as we did for the ‘Levellers’ Court’ site
Patient Participation Groups (PPGs) are groups of
active volunteer patients that work in partnership
with practice staﬀ and GPs. Groups meet with
practice staﬀ, facilitating dialogue with the whole
patient population through email networks, online
surveys and social media.
PPGs can bring signiﬁcant beneﬁts to the practices
who have them: improving services, allowing
resources to be used more eﬃciently and, most
importantly, developing mutually supportive
networks outside the GP or nurse appointment.
Groups help the practice by enabling GP teams to
be proactive in providing services that truly reﬂect
what patients want and need.
All Putney practices are keen to recruit more
patient representatives. So if you are a patient at
Alton, Roehampton, Heathbridge, Putneymead or
Mayﬁeld do contact your practice manager to ﬁnd
out more. You could make a diﬀerence and help
your own hard-pressed GP.

PUTNEY SOCIETY
CONTACTS
See website for full details:
www.putneysociety.org.uk

behind, also up to 10
storeys of ﬂats densely
packed around a raised
courtyard.

Buildings
Panel

Convenor:
Midway, big changes are
Andrew Catto
under way inside the
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
Exchange. Top Shop is
being replaced by an also
020 8785 0077
horizontally banded 5
storey block containing 15
ﬂats over a big new branch of Metro Bank. Just to
the south consent has recently been given for ﬂats
above 99-101. The same developers working on Top
Shop now have plans for the site of WH Smith and
the corner with Werter Road (111-117), again some
5 storeys, but we have yet to see full details.

Southwards changes are limited to extra storeys –
recently proposed on 121-135 (2017/6286), already
built on 150-152 and consented earlier this year on
153-159, whilst ﬁnally the Railway Hotel is to be a
Vodka Revolution bar.

Donations are needed for
the homeless, who will be
at St Mary's Church, Putney
Community
Bridge, on Mondays until
Panel
the beginning of April. They
need warm coats, jumpers,
Convenor:
ﬂeeces, socks, gloves and
Victoria Diamond
trainers in good condition
07746 022654
and machine washable.
vickysw15@aol.com
They also welcome toiletries
– particularly for men.
Please only drop oﬀ at St Mary’s on Mondays so
they can be distributed that night. There’s no room
there to store things. They are also looking for
volunteers from 22 January. See
www.putneysw15.com for details.

The Discount Scheme is pleased to welcome
Artisan & Vine on the Lower Richmond Road. A
welcome addition! Their latest oﬀer will be on our
website.

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS 020 8789 6692
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
Website Editor: Robert Arguile
webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk

Bulletin Editor: Post Vacant
Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX
membership@putneysociety.org.uk
Treasurer: Gosia Jakubik, 07746409703
gosia.jakubik@hotmail.com
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Local publications
West Hill and Wimbledon
Parkside

West Hill Ward, Wandsworth, as
constituted in 2002, straddles
the historic areas of Putney,
Southﬁelds and Wimbledon. It
has undergone two major
transformations – roughly in the
15 year periods following 1850
and 1950 – which changed it
from landscaped woodland,
owned by the Spencer family, to
“a site for villa living with no rival
in England” inspired by John
Augustus Beaumont, to densely
populated inner city with heavy
social housing yet retaining many
tantalising glimpses of its rich
past. This newly published short
account of the area traces those
changes through the stories of
the houses, their many and
varied occupants and their
occupants’ friends and relatives

and includes over 100
photographs and illustrations.

Email: malcolmgrimston@
btconnect.com to purchase
your copy at £9.95 paperback,
£17.95 hardback.

Putney Remembers the Men
of the First World War

A detailed account of the men
remembered on the War
Memorial in St Mary’s Church –
a fascinating glimpse in to the
lives of those that served in
WW1.

Now available for sale (£5) in
Putney Pantry, St Mary's Church.

LOCAL EVENTS

A Christmas Fair has been organised
at Putney School of Art and Design by the
Friends of the school.

Where: Oxford Road, SW15 2LQ.
When: Sunday 3 December from 10 am to 5 pm.
Free Entry

There will be lots of stalls selling craft, paintings,
prints, ceramics and books. There are pottery
throwing demos, children’s and family activities
and a raﬄe. Mulled wine and food available.
Buy an Original Art Postcard at the Fair and you’ll
be entered into a free draw to win a signed copy
of David Hockney’s “A Yorkshire Sketchbook” or
one of ﬁve postcard prints of David Hockney’s
“The Student - Homage to Picasso” signed by the
artist. All proceeds go to supporting the school.
A Feast of Baroque and Five Modern Carols Thames Philharmonic Choir will be at All Saints
Parish Church, Kingston on Saturday 9th
December at 7.30pm, Tickets on the door.

Dates for
your Diary

Our members meeting on
22nd January will be focusing
on WASTE – how can we
reduce it?
How should we process it?

How can recycling rates be
improved?

What can be done to reduce
the ﬂood of waste plastic from
bottles and coﬀee cups?
Come along to the
Community Church, Werter
Road at 7.30pm to contribute
to the debate.

We will be organising more
Digital Skills seminars in the
New Year – if you are
interested in participating and
have not yet registered please
email: chair@putney
society.org.uk

If you have an event you would like us to list
please contact: chair@putneysociety.org.uk

In February there will be a chance to elect
ﬁve Conservators to run Wimbledon and
Putney Commons. Have you thought about
standing for election? It is a great way of
becoming involved with the local community
by helping to manage one of our area’s most
important public spaces.

The closing date for nominations is
2nd January 2018 and there is a brieﬁng meeting
for anyone who thinks they might be interested
on Wednesday 13th December 2017 at
St Mary's Church, Putney, SW15.
You can ﬁnd out much more about being a
conservator at https://www.wpcc.org.uk/aboutus/election-of-conservators

Once all the candidates are in place Putney
Society members and their guests will have a
chance to meet them at an election hustings on
at 7.30pm Tuesday 30th January in the
Community Church, Werter Road.

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) www.putneysociety.org.uk
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