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Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 12 Jan, 9 Feb           
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 10 Jan, 14 Feb 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW15 2DS (19.30) 
Convenor: Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 11 Jan, 1 Feb 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 5 Jan, 2 Feb 

at 71 Norroy Road,  SW15 1PH (19.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
020 8789 2956 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

Wanted! 
Editor, Putney Society Bulletin 

 
This is a great opportunity to contribute to the work of 
the Putney Society. 
The Editor needs: 
 Some computer skills 
 An enjoyment of writing 
 About twelve hours a month 
Suitable software will be provided if required. 
Further information is available from Carolyn McMillian, 
Secretary, or Judith Chegwidden, Chair (contact details 
on back page) 

The Putney Debates 2017:  
Constitutional Crisis in the United Kingdom 
The Foundation for Law, Justice and Society 
Thursday February 2 to Friday February 3 2017, St Mary's Church, Putney 
 

As the UK questions its post-Brexit future, the Oxford Foundation for Law, Justice 
and Society invites you to a re-staging of the Putney Debates, 370 years after the 
original debates ushered in a new democratic order. 
St Mary's Church is the site of the original Putney Debates, which were the first 
debates about the nature of democracy in England. Here, 370 years ago, with 
England in the throes of civil war, civilians and ordinary soldiers in the New Mod-
el Army met to discuss the constitution and the future of the country. 
Information at: http://www.putneydebates2017.co.uk 

Speakers Include: 
Professor AC Grayling, Master and 
Professor of Philosophy, New Col-
lege of the Humanities. 
Baroness Onora O’Neill, Cam-
bridge Philosopher and Cross-
bench Peer. 
Professor Robert Hazell, Founder, 
Constitution Unit, UCL. 

Boxing Day visitors to 

Putney Embankment 

Members’ Meeting 
The Merger between Richmond 
and Wandsworth Councils 
23 January 7.30pm, Community Church 
Werter Road, SW15 2LL 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com


 Two 

Happy New Year to you all!  
The Metropolitan Police Fraud and Linked Crime Online team has just released the Little Book of Cyber Scams. This 
booklet has been specifically designed to offer advice on staying safe in the cyber world. It is well worth looking at 
and can be found at: http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little-book-cyber-scams.pdf 
First Aid Class – I’m afraid things rather got away from me this month, so it’s looking more likely that the class will 

be in February. Thanks to those who emailed me their interest. I’ll let you know as and 
when there are some dates for us to choose from. 
One of our panel members, Sue Rolfe, is working on all things relating to the NHS. Due to 
the complexity of the topic, we decided it was easier to have a meeting to explain what is 
changing, rather than having me write ever more confusing notes. We hope to have that 
Members’ Meeting in April.  
If there are any topics you want us to discuss or investigate, please email me. You are wel-
come to come along to any of our panel meetings, the dates and times of which are given 
elsewhere in the Bulletin. It is wise to check with the panel convenor first, in case there are 
any last-minute changes.  

What a year 2016 turned out to be!  I read recently that if you had bet at the start of the year on 
Leicester City, Brexit and President Trump you would have been offered odds of 3 million to 1.  
The first of these may affect few Putney residents, but the uncertainty resulting from other two 
is already having an effect on the development proposals seeking planning consent from Wands-
worth Council.   Every architect I know lost some projects in June, and planning application num-
bers are currently way down, yet in December we’re seeing more enquiries than usual, probably 

due to the absolute certainly that building costs will rise as a result of both higher import costs and labour shortag-
es. How many English builders do you know? 
In central Putney the big new blocks on the Upper Richmond Road are almost all finished and demolition has start-
ed on the former home of VSO on the corner of Carlton Drive.  On the High Street Boris Johnson gave consent for 
the replacement of the block containing TK Maxx and Halfords, but the owners, British Land, now seem to be sell-
ing this site.  On the corner opposite, the new owners of the notorious ‘Blades’ site announced ambitious plans, 
but no application has yet been seen.  It seems the other owners of the critical corner building still don’t want to 
join in.  Watch this space.  
In Roehampton, the long saga of Wandsworth Council’s desire to regenerate the Alton Estate by removing many of 
the homes around Danebury Avenue rumbles on, as yet with little action on the ground.  Meanwhile the University 
has completed a new library and big student housing blocks at Downshire House and the main Digby Stuart site 

with no parking provision for those students with cars, leading to congested streets all 
round.  Surely the Council should have insisted on a satisfactory Transport Plan before 
construction. 
I have mentioned before that increasing house prices and stamp duty mean that many 
residents are seeking to maximise the house they already have by building in any possible 
direction, including downwards.  The High Court has recently ruled that basements may 
not be Permitted Development, as had previously been thought, if they involve engineer-
ing works, which in reality all urban basements do.   We will be watching to see if this rul-
ing halts the basement-digging fashion, or just leads to more applications and approvals 
for planning permission.      

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 
 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

Putney Bridges and works on the Embankment: Boxing Day 2016 

http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little-book-cyber-scams.pdf
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
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Celebrating that birthday!  It must have been the jolliest Putney Society event ever!  We celebrated 
the Queen's 90th birthday by planting two Tulip trees in Wandsworth Park in National Tree Planting 

Week, last December.  The soil was shovelled into the planting holes by 
Justine Greening MP and groups of children from the local schools, Roche 
and Brandlehow.  It was a lovely day and a good time was had by all.  
This was a joint exercise by the Society and the Friends of Wandsworth 
Park. 
Tileman House goes green.  At last, Crest Nicholson, the developers of 
the new Tileman House block at 135 Upper Richmond Road, have got 
round to planting the long-promised forecourt trees on their wide, 
paved, frontage.  Six good-sized, semi-mature trees were planted shortly 
before Christmas.  They look as though they are Norway Maples.  We 
wish them well. 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Rail 
2017 should lead to further improvements in our local rail services with a new rail franchise and 
extra capacity at Waterloo. Platform 20 in the old Eurostar terminal at Waterloo is scheduled to 
re-open in February to handle trains on the Windsor line and after major engineering works over 
the summer the remaining platforms (21-24) will return to service by Christmas. This extra capac-
ity should hopefully lead to more train services. Coinciding with this, a decision on who to award 

the rail franchise, currently operated by South West Trains, is to be made in February with either the incumbent or 
a new company taking over from June. The Department for Transport will require the new franchisee to run more 
and possibly later trains. 
The redevelopment of Putney Station, now in its fifth year, is nearly complete. Subject to agreement from interest-
ed parties, the entrance to the station is expected to be finished around February, thereby making the scheme, 
which cost more than £9,000,000, compliant with disability legislation.  More should also be known shortly about 
the retailers who will move into the station shops. Outside the station, it is hoped Network Rail will refurbish the 
derelict shops with a view to renting them out by the spring. 
Buses and air pollution 
If you intend to catch the bus outside the station, then come armed with an umbrella as the farce about replacing 
the destroyed bus shelter continues.  Fourteen months have elapsed since the shelter was destroyed by one of 

their own vehicles. TfL claim to be on the case but are heading for a  prize in absurdity. 
On a more positive note, February should see the introduction of much cleaner buses on 
most routes serving Putney, as promised by the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan. As many 
readers will recall, in January 2016 Putney was in the ignominious position of becoming 
the first part of London to breach annual EU air quality limits. This occurred only 8 days 
into the year. Despite some welcome improvements, such as the successful introduction 
of a daytime loading ban in mid-January, the problem has not disappeared. Under EU law 
there should be no more than 18 occasions a year when pedestrians are exposed to levels 
higher than 200 micrograms of N02 per cubic metre over the course of an hour. By mid-
December, in Putney there had been over 1,100 breaches, an average of more than three 
times every day. 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.

gov.uk 
 

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

Talk about Ida and Louise Cook 
Battersea Society, Thursday 19 January 2017 6.30pm for 7.00pm 
St Mary's Church: Battersea Church 
Road, London SW11 3NA 
 

 

Cost (per person): £5 payable on door 
Biographer Louise Carpenter tells the 
extraordinary story of two opera-mad 
sisters, one of them a prolific writer for 
Mills & Boon, who decided to use their 
obsession and their new-found wealth 
for a higher purpose - to transport Jews 
out of Germany as Europe careered 
towards the Second World War. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
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Many thanks to Bill Rowland, Head Ranger, Put-
ney Lower Common, of Wimbledon and Putney 
Commons for organising the litter pick on Put-
ney Common on 11 December. Members of the 
Society spent more than two hours scouring the 
edges and paths for litter.  We also had a chance 

to see the extensive clearing of the undergrowth in the woodland 
where Putney Common meets Barnes Common and the way in 
which paths have been opened up. This is a real improvement for 
users of the Commons. 
In addition, we took the opportunity to view the newly seeded 
area around the Oasis School and the associated tree planting and 
look forward to the time when the grass and trees are established 
and the temporary fencing is removed. 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 
Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 
Website Editor: Robert Arguile, webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk   
Bulletin Editor: Vacant 
Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 
Treasurer: Gosia Jakubik, 07746409703, gosia.jakubik@hotmail.com 

Diary Dates 
14 January  Putney Society New Year’s Lunch 
23 January  Richmond and WBC Shared  
   Staffing; Members’ Meeting 
9 February  Education: Justine Greening;   
   Members’ Meeting: St Mary’s  
17 May-11 June Wandsworth Heritage Festival:   
   Industrial Architecture 

Wimbledon & Putney Commons 
Saturday Morning Scrub Bashers 

January to March 2017 
Building on the success of 2016, our Saturday morning ses-
sions will continue throughout 2017. Our aim is to cut back 
areas of vegetation that threaten important habitats or are 
an obstacle to the safe use of the Commons. If you would 
like to become involved with our regular Saturday morning 
volunteer group, we meet at the bicycle racks near the 
Windmill car park at 10.30. Work finishes at around 12.30. 
These are the dates:  
January 14 & 28, February 18 & 25 February, March 11 & 25 
The maximum number of people that we can accommodate 
is 15. Therefore we ask that all volunteers book with Peter 
Haldane (peter@wpcc.org.uk) by Wednesday morning of the 
week preceding each session. Since sharp tools are an essen-
tial part of our conservation work, we cannot allow accom-
panying dogs and all volunteers must be 16 or more. 

Discount Cards 
You should all be getting your new 2017 Dis-
count cards any day now. PLEASE destroy the 
old ones, as they are no longer valid. Your 
new ones are slightly different as they have 
your surname on the back. Remember to use 
your cards and shop locally to support our 
independent traders! 

Quote of the Month 
“The minority is sometimes right; the  
majority is always wrong.” 

George Bernard Shaw 

Andrew Wilson, the well-known local photographer 
and observer of Putney life and times has just pub-
lished another book. His previous works will be well 
known to locals and the most recent offering is cer-
tain to entertain and inform. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:peter@wpcc.org.uk

