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Members Meeting 
Monday June 27 in Brewer Building 
St Mary’s Church at 19.30 

The Barnes Wetland Centre 
WWT London Wetland Centre is a 105 acre wetland nature reserve in 
Barnes, an international award-winning visitor attraction and a Site of Spe-
cial Scientific Interest (SSSI). The centre is one of nine visitor centres which 
make up the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT), a charity working globally 
to safeguard and improve wetlands for wildlife and people. Maria 
Zuckschwert and Richard Bullock will give an illustrated talk on the history 
of the organisation. They will explain how the London Centre was created 
as well as describe the wealth of wildlife that the site now supports includ-
ing colourful wild ducks, frogs, numerous species of bat, water voles, liz-
ards and a diverse array of migratory birds. Photo: David Howarth 
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Wandsworth Heritage Festival 2016 
The festival runs from 28 May to 12 June.  There is a wealth of information about the heritage of the Borough. The 
complete programme is available from Putney library or at: 
GLL_Libraries_Wandsworth_A5Booklet_HeritageFestival_2015_fv_web_.pdf  
Saturday 4 June – 6pm Screening: Alan Thornhill and the Putney Sculpture Trail; Anna Thornhill introduces a screen-
ing of the film ‘Spirit in Mass – Journey into Sculpture’ about her father Alan Thornhill, creator of the Putney Sculp-
ture Trail Putney Library, 5/7 Disraeli Road, Putney SW15 2DR • £3 on the door • No booking required 
Saturday 11 June – 3pm Walk: Putney Sculpture Trail; John Horrocks will lead this guided walk along The Putney 
Sculpture Trail, featuring nine Alan Thornhill sculptures. Running from Leader’s Gardens to Prospect Quay, it takes 
in Putney’s riverside. Meet at the sculpture in Leader’s Gardens, Putney Embankment. • free• No booking required 

Wimbledon and Putney Commons 
Annual Open Meeting 22nd June 2016 
The Conservators’ Annual Open 
Meeting is to be held this year on the 
22nd June 2016 at St Margaret's 
Church, Putney Park Lane, London 
SW15 5HU.  Doors open at 7.15pm  

Roehampton Garden Society 
Summer Show ‘The Rose Show’ 

Do come and join us for a display of flowers 
and produce. Drink tea and eat home-made 
cake; buy produce and bid at the auction! 
St Margaret’s Church, Putney Park Lane 
Saturday June 11 at 3pm to 5 pm 

Memories of the RHN 
The Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability (RHN) has existed on its West Hill site since 
1858 and works to rebuild the lives of adults affected by severe brain injury and 
degenerative conditions. Through specialist care, rehabilitation, research and ed-
ucation, its objective is to help those living with brain injury to achieve the best 
possible quality of life. This year it is creating a special tribute wall within the RHN 
to commemorate past supporters, patients and staff.  It will record local memo-
ries of the RHN to post on a new special tribute website and in its internal and 
external magazines. Do you have any memories of the hospital that you would 
like to share? Photos? Isabel Barrett would love to hear from 
you. Everyone who contributes will receive a small gift and 
an invitation to the memorial launch event in September 
Contact: Isabel Barrett, RHN, West Hill London SW15 3SW, 
email ibarrett@rhn.org.uk  or call 020 8780 4557. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:GLL_Libraries_Wandsworth_A5Booklet_HeritageFestival_2015_fv_web_.pdf
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Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 9 June, 14 July           
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 14 June, 12 July 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW15 2DS (19.30) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings:  1June,  6 July 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 2 June, 7 July 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (20.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

Earlier this year volunteers from the Society carried out a snap shot survey of the air 
quality across nearly 30 locations in Putney. The results have now been analysed and 
validated by London Sustainability Exchange. Full details on our website. 
We all know air pollution is a serious problem in Putney. We had the ignominy of our High Street 
becoming the first area of London to breach annual EU nitrogen dioxide (NO2), within the first 
eight days of 2016.  By mid-May there had been over 650 separate breaches of EU limits. 

Our 2016 survey, following up an earlier one in 2011, was designed to detect the level of NO2 in the air. Exposure 
to NO2 causes respiratory problems which can lead in the longer term to permanent lung damage and heart prob-
lems and ultimately a shortened lifespan. In children exposed to poor air, lungs may never develop properly leav-
ing them impaired for life.   Air pollution experts at King's College London estimate that the total number of prema-
ture deaths from NO2 and particulates in London is between 3,500 and 9,500 a year. 
Our key findings are: 
 Survey results confirm that local air pollution problems extend beyond the High Street and into nearby main 

and residential roads. 
 Where we could compare results with our 2011 survey there was no significant improvement in NO2 levels 

despite the introduction of cleaner buses on some Putney routes. 
 The majority of locations (15/29) tested exceed EU recommended levels of NO2 (which is 40 microgrammes 

of NO2  per cubic metre) with levels at eight of the locations more than 50% greater than the recommended 
EU safe level. 

 The most polluted sites are the High Street outside the cinema and at the junction with Putney Bridge Road; 
Putney Hill; various sites along Upper Richmond Road and the Lower Richmond Road outside the Star & Gar-
ter and the petrol station. 

 Of six sites close to local schools, three were above EU limits, one alarmingly so. Near Putney High School 
the measurement exceeded the EU recommended level greatly. Measurements near to the Merlin pre-prep 
school and Lion House also exceeded acceptable limits.  

Almost two thirds of the NO2 in London’s air comes from road transport and almost half of that from diesel en-
gines. Both Transport for London (TfL) and Wandsworth Council have introduced a number of policies to mitigate 
the problem. These include TfL’s introduction of more hybrid buses and a plan  to reduce pollution to acceptable 
levels by 2020 by the extension of the Ultra-Low Emission Zone. Locally, Wandsworth Borough Council has devel-
oped an air pollution strategy, maintained regular air monitoring in the High 
Street, lobbied for less polluting buses and restricted day time loading for lorries 
in Putney High Street. 
The Society will publicise these survey results and continue to campaign for 
measures to tackle pollution. It plans to hold a Members’ Meeting in September 
to discuss the results and options for remedial action . 

A  new view of the Special Relationship? 
Following the proposal to plant a tulip tree to celebrate  Her Majesty’s 90th, John Weir writes: 
Liriodendron tulipifera has an interesting historical background. As you will probably know it is a 
native tree of the Eastern USA and having been always valued as a source of quality timber the ear-
ly colonists soon took advantage of this and its additional ornamental value for local landscape. Be-
fore and during the American War of Independence the Anti-British Colonists (Sons of Liberty) 
throughout the thirteen original colonies ran their revolutionary campaign at specific meeting 
points, one in each colony; all thirteen were each located around a mature tulip tree. As a result of 
this the tulip tree was given the name liberty tree, which is still used, I understand. 

Letter 

to the 

Editor 

Derrick Ratcliffe, long-term resident of Putney , offers this alternative quote of the month for these difficult times: 

‘The price of democracy is constant vigilance,’ which he attributes to Benjamin Disraeli. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
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mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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Putney towpath tree-felling explained 
Many Putney people have been dismayed to see the tree felling which has been carried 
out over recent months along the Putney towpath, west of Beverley Brook.  The work 
has been done by the Port of London Authority which has issued this statement to ex-
plain why the felling has been necessary:   
 "These tree-felling works near Putney were carried out as part of the Fulham Football 
Club (FFC) stadium development. The approval process for a works licence for that de-
velopment identified that tree work was required to mitigate the effects on prevailing 
winds that enable recreational and leisure sailing activity in the area.  It is also the case 
that the works have been beneficial to other river users – i.e. rowers, kayakers and ca-
noeists etc. – by managing trees overhanging the river that can impede navigation by 
small craft. 

 It is important to underline that this specific tree work at Putney would have been carried out in due course as 
part of a long term tree management programme in place since 2009 between Beverley Brook and Kew. This pro-
gramme is vital because of the adverse consequences of self seeded trees growing out of or near the revetment 
walls (ie the stone and concrete embankment walls).   The revetment walls must be protected – not least to avoid 
long term damage to the vital embankment and towpath or even a substantial collapse. The revetment wall is of 
course part of the flood defences. 
 Other aspects of the tree management plan drawn up by arboriculturalists include the need to: 
·         remove diseased / damaged trees 
·         remove / manage trees impeding safe / normal navigation of the river 
·         remove / manage trees endangering or likely to present hazard to either users of the towpath or river users 
·         improve the environment for specimen and native trees – e.g. the Native Black Poplars 
 Since 2009, we have been implementing tree management on an annual basis between Beverley Brook and Kew. It 
is neither possible nor desirable to carry out all these works over many miles of revetment in one season, not least 
to ensure works are carried out at an appropriate time for local wildlife. Similarly here is no intention to remove all 
trees, as the management plan makes clear. Some are not damaging the revetment at the current time and in 
some places the revetment has been built to take account of individual trees. And of course trees on the land side 
of the towpath are generally not involved – except where they are diseased or damaged and / or presenting a haz-
ard to towpath users etc.   
 The removal of the trees growing out of the revetment achieves the primary aim 
of preventing further damage to the wall.  In due course, and once the effects of 
tree removal have become clearer, our intention is to repair damage caused to 
the revetment." 
The PLA was able to get Fulham Football Club to pay for the tree-felling - as part 
of the grant of planning permission for the new stadium development. 

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 

Is there a kind and generous member who would be prepared to open their garden to us one 
afternoon this summer? It would be lovely to have a tea party for members, and to have a pri-
vate venue rather than a public one. Any member who is ‘up for this’, please do let me know. 
 For those who buy take-away coffee from any of the myriad coffee shops in Putney: all the pa-
per cups used have plastic in them, and there are only two recycling centres in the country that 
can deal with them. This means that millions of these ‘paper’ cups go to landfill sites. Waitrose 

and Costa sell re-usable cups for £3. (I’m sure they are available in many other places.) At 
Costa, all proceeds from these mugs goes to their charity, 
The Costa Foundation; if you use your mug there, they 
give 10p to charity. At Starbucks, if you take your own 
mug or cup, they take 50p off the price of your cup of 
coffee. If you do take your own mug, then it’s worth ask-
ing whichever coffee house you go to for a discount on 
your coffee. Quite a few offer some sort of deal – they do 
want to encourage people not to use the ‘paper’ cups.  

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

Brian St Pierre writes on the subject of litter bins: They're gone from Oxford Road as well, and on the block between 

Upper Richmond Road (with all its various food shops) and Disraeli Road, we have a road map of detritus: coffee cups, 
beer and soda cans, napkins, cartons, etc. If you want to know what fast-food places are popular, just walk the block! 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 
Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 
Website Editor: Robert Arguile: webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk   
Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk 
Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 
Treasurer: Gosia Jakubik:  07746409703,  gosia.jakubik@hotmail.com 

As part of his election campaign Sadiq Khan visited Putney to highlight air pollution, which, in 
his view,  is London’s biggest problem.  Now that he’s Mayor of London we should hold him to 
his word, and question how well any new measures will affect Putney.  Extending the ‘Ultra-Low 
Emission Zone’ to the North & South Circular roads, for example, is welcome and will include 
the High Street, but not the queues on Putney Hill.  Should we call for a local extension here? 
I suspect Sadiq’s resolve will be tested soon.  Some members may remember the appalling 
‘Putney Blades’ proposal for a 15 storey tower in Putney Bridge Road, withdrawn in the face of 

local opposition.  This site has now been sold to a development consortium whose press release suggests it will 
want something even bigger, directly opposite the TK Maxx site where the last Mayor so recently overruled Wands-
worth Council on the grounds that ‘the need for more housing outweighs other considerations’.  
Your panel is discovering more and more that fighting planning applications is only the first step.  Getting the devel-
opers to stick to what they promised in order to get consent is even harder, particularly when it comes to tree 
planting.  The lime outside the Mission Hall is reprieved for now, but: 

St James  (part of Berkeley plc) did keep three trees (out of many more) on the corner 
of Carlton Drive, but have now put in a planning application to cut them back so hard 
that their survival will be put at risk.    
Crest Nicholson still show no sign of replacing the lost trees at Tileman House 
Rosslyn Park RFC has finally planted a few thin sticks to replace several large trees felled 
so that the new LED billboards were more visible. 
 
The second and third are now with the Council’s enforcement team after we com-
plained. I doubt the directors of these firms do this at home, so why spoil Putney?  If the 
Council is busy planting new street trees, why don’t they preserve the ones we have? 

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Putney Station: further work has been carried out to clean the section of the façade 
above the station entrance. However, as mentioned previously, there is no funding to 
restore the façade either side of this i.e. where the café and hairdressers were on the 
left hand side or above Costa on the right. We are still awaiting confirmation of when 
the power supply into the station, which will enable the new shops and the lifts to func-
tion, will actually work. At the start of this year Network Rail and South West Trains 
scheduled this for the end of June; however, the latest evidence suggests this is slipping. 
If this delay is correct then it will have taken almost two years after work on the con-
course was completed.  In the meantime, after heavy rain in May, the concourse ap-
pears to have some leaks in the roof. 

Buses: some six months after a bus destroyed one of the bus shelters outside the station we still await a replace-
ment. We have pursued TfL about this several times but failed to elicit a comment. To put the tardiness of TfL’s 
efforts into context: between December and June the astronaut Tim Peake will have flown to and from space and 
orbited the earth around 3,000 times whereas TfL, in an even longer time will have failed to install a bus shelter 
with plastic seating. 

Air quality: the Mayor announced shortly after his election that he will consult on both bringing forward the tim-
ing of the ULEZ from 2020 and also extending its boundaries. At present the ULEZ is intended to operate within the 
current congestion charge area but Sadiq Khan has suggested it might operate instead within the boundaries of the 
north and south circulars and therefore include our High Street. We look forward to the consultation paper. 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.g

ov.uk 

▪ Saturday May 28 June 4,18: 
  Scrub bashing on Commons 
▪ Wednesday September 28   
  Visit to Foundling Museum 

D
iary 

D
ate

s 

Quote of the month: 
The only function of economic forecasting is to make 
astrology look respectable.  
Ezra Solomon, often misattributed to JK Galbraith 
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