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ADULT EDUCATION
Community Church, Werter Road SW15 2LL
From the 1700s, when apprenticeships were the first kind of adult education courses,
through the 1800s when study groups or lyceums were formed, to the 1900s, when
governments started to get involved in encouraging citizens to either take up a vocation or simply expand their education to today with all the modern technology our
ancestors couldn’t even dream of, adult education has become ever more important.
The concept of lifelong learning is now essential in many careers, and learning for fun
is a privilege many enjoy. We’re fortunate in Putney to have
many options available to us. We have three speakers: one
from South Thames College, one from the University of the
Third Age (U3A) and one from Putney School of Art. We hope
to learn about what we could do, what achievements have
been made recently and the promises the future holds.

Worrying Developments on the Commons
Many members will have seen the news that the Charity Commission (CC) has opened a Statutory Inquiry into the
Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators, who act as and are regulated as charity trustees. Governance shortcomings had been identified in a report that the previous Board of Conservators commissioned in October 2014.
Now, the CC states that it is “satisfied that there is or has been misconduct or mismanagement in the administration
of the charity and it is necessary or desirable to act for the purpose of protecting the property of the charity”.
The background to this is the increasingly acrimonious saga which developed after campaigners challenged the Conservators’ sale in 2014 to Wandsworth Council of an easement over common land on Putney Common as part of
plans to build a school and luxury flats on the former Putney Hospital site. Some of these campaigners were elected
to the Board of Conservators in February 2015 and took up office on April 1; an impasse subsequently developed on
the board resulting in the situation being referred to the CC in October 2015. A valuation commissioned by the charity’s Audit & Risk Committee and paid for by the Board, but not so far accepted by the full Board, had assessed the
value of the easement at up to £1.9m compared to the actual sale price of £350,000. The CC issued an action plan to
the Conservators in October 2015 requiring, amongst other things, a new valuation to be made of the value of the
land subject to the easement and confirming its view that there had been a breach of charity law in the way the easement had been handled.
The CC now appears to have lost patience at the lack of progress and opened a Statutory Inquiry. It is concerned that
the Conservators have not yet complied with the action plan, that they may not be able to agree a way forward due
to an ongoing dispute on their Board and that “potential conflicts of interest may impact some Conservators’ decision
making”.
The CC believes there may be a continuing risk to charitable property and its Inquiry will examine the administration,
governance and management of the charity. The CC has also required it to appoint and instruct a surveyor to carry
out a valuation of the easement by October 13. The CC retains the right to appoint an Interim Manager should they
remain dissatisfied with progress. Once the Inquiry has concluded the CC will publish a report detailing what issues
the Inquiry looked at, what actions were undertaken as part of the Inquiry and what the outcomes were. The future
looks very uncertain for the Conservators and consequently for the independent stewardship and management of
these much cherished open spaces. The Society will carefully watch developments. Jonathan Callaway
www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Tour of Fishmongers’ Hall
London Bridge, EC4R 9EL
Monday 7 November 2016 at 14.00
We will have a visit to the Hall of one of the most ancient of City Guilds. The Company is one of
the Great Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London and the Fishmongers have had an unbroken existence for
more than 700 years. The Company still retains strong links with fisheries and fishing. The Hall is situated on the
north bank of the Thames at London Bridge. Coffee and tea will be available on arrival before the tour starts
promptly at 14.00. To book your place please send a SAE (or your email address), with your name, address, and
contact phone number together with a cheque for £13.00 (members) and £14.00 (non-members) made payable to
‘The Putney Society’ to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH and provide the
name of any guest you may be bringing. Because we have to confirm final numbers well in advance and places are
limited, please apply early.
Note: Confirmation will be sent two weeks before the tour after which the fee is not refundable.

Letter
to the
Editor

Air Pollution In the light of the long-standing and irrefutable evidence regarding the damage air pollution causes to the lungs of young children, presented by Ian Mudway and others at the Putney Society Members’ Meeting on Thursday September 22, can it not be said that the Council’s decision to
build a school to accommodate in excess of four hundred primary schoolchildren adjacent to a roundabout and abutting one of the busiest through roads in Putney is irresponsible? Shirley Gillbe

Future Panel Meetings
all members welcome
Community: 13 Oct, 10 Nov
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30)
Convenor: Vicky Diamond
vickysw15@aol.com
07746 022654

Transport: 11 Oct, 8 Nov
at 46 Disraeli Road SW15 2DS (19.30)
Convenor : Stephen Luxford
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
Buildings: 5 Oct, 2 Nov
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS
(19.00)
Convenor: Andrew Catto
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk

Open Spaces: 6 Oct, 3 Nov
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (19.00)
Convenor: John Horrocks
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
020 8789 2956

Please check in advance with Panel
Convenors as space may be limited.

Putney Embankment and the Thames Tunnel: Putney Embankment is Putney's finest conservation area due to
its unique rowing characteristics and its special relationship with the Thames. It is also Putney's most characterful
open space with an ever-changing pattern of activity along the boathouse frontages and the contrasts between
high and low tides. This is going to change, in some places significantly, with the construction of the Thames Tideway Tunnel. There will be a four-year period of intensive building works and then, after the construction has been
completed, the Embankment will be left with new and permanent features which will represent a real change in
the area's character and appearance. How many people in Putney know all about the Tunnel proposals? Thames
Water's plans for the tunnel have been developed over many years and there have been plenty of opportunities for
us all to become familiar with the scheme but, as is the nature of these things, relatively few people have taken a
close interest in the details as they have evolved.
Construction work is due to start in November. This is when a new slipway is to be built on the river foreshore
abutting the Embankment, opposite Chas Newens workshop. It will allow boats to have the sort of safe access to
the river provided, as at present, on the slipway adjacent to Putney Bridge. This old
slipway is to be closed during the four-year construction period. The really big construction site, between Putney Pier and Putney Bridge, will follow on some months later. This will be a most significant disturbance to Putney's riverside for the next few
years. So, to give us all an opportunity to learn about the details of the Tunnel conConvenor:
struction programme and its impact on Putney, the Society's November Members'
John Horrocks
Meeting will have a panel of speakers from the Thames Tideway Tunnel team. The No020 8789 2956
vember Bulletin will contain full details of the meeting, but for those who wish to do
john.horrocks10@ their homework, more information can be found on the Thames Tideway website at:
btinternet.com https://www.tideway.london.
What will become of Watermans' Green (sometimes known as Lavatory Gardens), Putney's smallest municipal public open space? Will it survive the Tunnel works?

Open Spaces
Panel

www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Putney Station: The latest position following the missed deadlines of the end of June and then
mid-August is that the work to provide an adequate power supply to the station should now be
completed by early October, about two years since the work on the concourse was completed. So the lifts will finally be able to accommodate more than three people at once and the proposed retail outlets in the station can go ahead. Externally there remains further work. The
Council has planned works for the highway immediately outside which will include ensuring that
the entrance to the station is compliant with disability legislation. It is hoped that all the work will be completed
by the end of this year.
Buses: It is now some ten months since a bus destroyed one of the bus shelters outside the station. TfL is still unable to say when it will be replaced and does not answer questions about it. We have pursued TfL about this on a
frequent basis but given their current stonewalling we will now raise the matter with
Transport Justine Greening.
mph zone enforcement: In September the police and council staff carried out enPanel 20
forcement action on drivers using Dover House Road. Representatives from Dover
Convenor: House Estate Residents Association and The Putney Society were present, as were
Stephen Luxford groups of children from Granard School; they particularly enjoyed using the speed gun.
In the ninety-minute exercise they caught 35 motorists breaking the 20 mph limit, a furstephen.luxford@nao.gsi. ther six drivers were caught using their mobile phones while driving and a further two
gov.uk were not wearing a seat belt. The drivers breaking the speed limit are to receive warning
letters threatening prosecution if they offend again while the other eight drivers face
further undisclosed action. The Council will undertake similar enforcement operations.

Discount Scheme: Attached/enclosed is an up-to-date list of participants in the Discount Scheme. PLEASE USE
YOUR DISCOUNT CARD! We need to support our independent shops or we’ll lose them. We’d also love to hear
feedback on your experiences, so do email me, or write to the Bulletin editor. Thank you. vickysw15@aol.com
By the time you read this autumn should be here, but our Panel’s recent work has still
been in summer mode. The biggest development schemes are often lodged in July in
the hope that none of us will notice over the holiday season. This year was an exception.
Urged by us, the Wandsworth Society and others, the Council recently refused consent
Convenor: for the Homebase store on Swandon Way, close to Wandsworth Bridge, to be replaced
by a building of up to 17 storeys of flats. Now the owners of the B&Q store opposite is
Andrew Catto
to try for 18 storeys! We will of course have to oppose this too and for the same reason.
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
Putney and Wandsworth need to maintain local employment of all sorts if we are not to
020 8785 0077 become a sterile dormitory filled with vans delivering all our shopping from elsewhere.
One sign that this might be averted is that the most recent Planning Applications Committee granted consent for a new office building next to Wandsworth Park on a site that
had recently been sold with consent for 54 flats. This developer plans to start building before Christmas.

Buildings
Panel

There has been a reduction of police officers by 10 in Putney. There are now 40 in
Community Police:
5 teams of 8. These cuts mean the police have to decide what takes priority. Our local
also have to help out in Central London with state visits, anti-terrorism patrols,
Panel police
football matches, Notting Hill Carnival etc. Mental health calls are also more frequent; po-

Convenor: lice officers only have a very basic training, but there aren’t sufficient mental health work-

Victoria Diamond ers available to meet the demand. Cyber-crime is on the increase and funds are being di07746 022654 verted to that area of policing. In Thamesfield, in August, there were seven thefts of movickysw15@aol.com tor vehicles and twenty-four thefts of items FROM vehicles. This is quite high, so remem-

ber not to leave ANYTHING on view in your vehicle and tell your visitors the same thing.
Thieves on scooters are very quick to steal items, especially as they know the police are
not allowed to give chase to people on scooters (except by air!).
National Poetry Day: Thurs 6 Oct Putney Library, 6.30pm-7.45pm. Has a poem moved you to tears? Anthony and
Ben Holden read from their anthology. Wine and nibbles and tissues on hand. Booking essential: 0208 780 3085
or email charlene.coleman@gll.org.
First Aid Class: The class last year was a great success and it’s time for another class. Would those interested in
attending please let me know at Vickysw15@aol.com, putting First Aid in the subject heading. First timers and
refreshers are both welcome.
www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Heathrow, not for the first time! With the Government expected to make a long overdue decision on airport expansion in the coming weeks, Wandsworth Council leader Ravi Govindia is calling on local people to make their voices heard by writing direct to Transport Secretary, Chris
Grayling. The Council has been campaigning against Heathrow expansion for more than a decade
and is part of a cross-party group of eleven London councils which support the rival proposal to
expand Gatwick. Heathrow expansion is expected to have a major impact on Wandsworth by creating new flight paths across parts of the borough which have never experienced aircraft noise before. The Council’s
campaign is at: www.wandsworth.gov.uk/heathrow, the Transport Secretary, Chris Grayling at TransportSecretary@dft.gsi.gov.uk and your local MP, Justine Greening, at greeningj@parliament.uk. The Society suggests that all
members should support the campaign by emailing both Chris Graying and Justine Greening.

Wandsworth Libraries

Letters
to the
Editor

It is indeed good news that, as the Community Panel reported in the September Bulletin,
Wandsworth Council has managed to close
no more libraries (the West Hill and Alvering
closures were as long ago as 2007 so did not
come under the remit of Greenwich Leisure
Ltd (GLL). However, it's not quite true that GLL's savings have been achieved "without apparently having
an impact on services provided by the libraries`' since
Wandsworth decided that the library should leave the
London Libraries Consortium (LLC). The LLC, which at
the time involved almost half of all London Boroughs,
held all the members' books in one searchable database. If you found a book you wanted, you could request it through the system - either in person at the
library or, even easier, online. But Wandsworth decided that, since more of its books went out to other libraries under the system than those coming in from
outside, it would opt out. This was particularly disappointing since the service provided by the LLC was simple to use and very effective. Now if you want to obtain a book from outside Wandsworth's collection you
have to go through a tedious process that is also expensive for the library. Richard Carter
richard_carter@fastmail.fm

Diary Dates
1,2 & 8/9 October
for
24 October
7 November
28 November
14 January

Putney Artists Open House see link
(http://wandsworthart.com/)
Members Meeting (Adult Education)
Fishmongers Hall Visit
Members Meeting ( Thames Tideway)
Christmas Lunch

NB Members’ Meetings at Werter Road Community Church

A Putney Milestone

It is pleasing to report good news on the
conservation front. The (probably) late
18th century milestone on the edge of the
old Putney Hospital site – one of only two
surviving milestones in Putney parish –
was given a protective box, on the advice
of English Heritage, when the site was enclosed in 2008.
Since when, it has endured close proximity to construction traffic, periodic invasions by the pernicious ailanthus (‘Tree of Heaven’) and, recently, being moved a
few metres east, to make way for an access road. It survived these trials unscathed and, at the end of July,
emerged into the open for the first time in eight years,
apparently cleaned and looking splendid. It is inscribed
V MILES FROM HYDE PARK CORNER on all four faces,
and there was also originally an OS benchmark 33.5
FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL, now eroded. It was known in
the past as the ‘Five-Mile’ and there was an old custom
of ‘bumping’ local boys against it, to initiate them into
the select company of ‘Five-Milers’.
Adults too sometimes, generally followed by the consumption of large
quantities of ale in the nearby Spencer Arms! Thanks are due to vigilance
by Wandsworth Borough Council,
Wimbledon & Putney Commons Conservators, the Milestone Society and
the developers, Durkan. Philip Evison
philipevison0@gmail.com
Congratulations: The Food Assembly, an organisation that
promotes the use of locally grown food, has just won the Best
Retailer at the Urban Food Awards for 2016. Customers order
food online from local producers before picking the food up at
a weekly collection. The Putney organiser is Floriane Malot
07944441827, putneyfoodassembly@gmail.com

Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details
Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489, judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS 020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
Website Editor: Robert Arguile, webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk
Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk
Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115, 22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk
Treasurer: Gosia Jakubik, 07746409703, gosia.jakubik@hotmail.com
Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) www.putneysociety.org.uk
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