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The Bulletin 

The Society’s AGM will take place in 
the Brewer Building, St Mary’s 
Church on Thursday 19 March at 
7.30pm. We expect to announce a 
guest speaker shortly.    

At the AGM we elect the Officers of the 
Society (Chair, Secretary and Treasurer) 
and up to twelve other members of the 
Executive Committee (EC). You will 
hear how busy we have been this year 
working on behalf of our members. The 
four panels on Buildings, Community, 
Open Spaces and Transport respond 
and act on local civic issues. Their  
reports appear in the Bulletin  
every month. The Society also: 

 Lobbies those responsible for our 
local amenities and environment 

 Arranges meetings for our  
members on topics of specific  
interest to the local community 

 Organises social, cultural and  
heritage events for you to attend 

The Committee and Panel members are 
all volunteers, and very busy as there’s a 
lot to cover. We therefore need more 
committed and enthusiastic mem-
bers to join us. Can you spare the time? 

Have you considered whether  
you would like to serve on the  
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e ?  O r  
could you nominate someone you know 
to become a member of the Committee? 

A nomination form is enclosed with this 
Bulletin.  The committee meets 12 times 
a  y e a r  t o  p l a n  t h e  
running of the Society, to discuss local 
issues, set and monitor budgets and to 
plan events etc. This is your chance to 
get involved with our efforts to make 
Putney and Roehampton better places 
to live. Nominations need a proposer 
and seconder, who should also be mem-
bers of the Society. Please send com-
pleted forms to the Secretary Carolyn 
McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 
2DS. Details are on the form. 

If you are not able to serve on the  
Executive Committee we would also  
welcome other help. Perhaps you have 
IT or marketing skills or could provide 
admin help to arrange meetings or with 
membership recruitment. If you want 
more information please contact the 
Chair Judith Chegwidden, telephone 
020 8788 4489.  JC  

Judith Chegwidden    
 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 
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Putney Society 

Meetings and 

Events in February 

and March 

February 26: 

Buses—Ten Years 

From Now 

Members’ Meeting, 7.30pm 

Brewer Building, St Mary’s 

Church, Putney Bridge 

March 19: 

Annual General  

Meeting 

Members’ Meeting, 7.30pm 

Brewer Building, St Mary’s 

Church, Putney Bridge 

March 24: 

Royal Opera House  

Backstage Tour 

 

 

 

2.30pm, booking details  

on website 

Meetings are free to  

members and £3 entry  

for non-members. 

ELECTION OF COMMONS 

CONSERVATORS:  

HUSTINGS—5 February, 

7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, 

Putney Bridge - all welcome 

mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/events/february-22-buses-ten-years-from-now.html
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/events/visit-to-royal-opera-house.html
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/news-and-issues/wpcc-elections-2015.html


Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 12 February, 12 March  at 
6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 
 

 

Transport: 10 February, 10 March 
 (46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS ) at 
7.30pm) Convenor (acting): Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 11 February, 11 March 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces:,17 February, 2 March 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Buses – ten years from now 

The Society will be holding a  

Members’ Meeting on Thursday 26 

February at 7.30pm  in the Brewer 

Building at St Mary’s Church, near 

Putney Bridge. The theme will be 

‘Buses – ten years from now’ and we 

will have a senior speaker from 

Transport for London (TfL), John  

Barry, Head of Bus Network Develop-

ment. We also hope to have an addi-

tional speaker to offer another view 

on bus issues.   

There are many topics you might 

wish to explore. What do you think of 

the performance of our bus services? 

Should existing local routes be  

extended for example to Barnes and 

Roehampton? Why are the Count-

down indicators being removed from 

local bus stops? What is the long-

term future of Putney Bus Garage?  

Following campaigns by the Society 

and the Council on air pollution, TfL 

have successfully introduced some 

less polluting buses to the High Street 

but when will even cleaner buses be 

on all routes using Putney? Here is 

your chance to put your questions to 

those in charge! 

 

Putney Station 

In December Rail representatives 

held a meeting at the station to an-

swer questions on the progress or 

lack of it on the station redevelop-

ment. At the time they promised a 

future meeting when more detailed 

plans will be unveiled. According to 

posters in the station, this will be held 

at some point in February. Once we 

have details of a date and time we 

will add them to the Society website. 

Work to address outstanding matters 

relating to the refurbishment of the 

front, a canopy for Platform one, new 

shops, installation of an adequate 

power supply and other matters are 

scheduled to begin in the ‘summer’. 

Following the December meeting the 

Society wrote to the Council offering 

to work with them to ensure we have 

a station fit for use. We have reiterat-

ed this support in the light of the  

latest update. 

Airport consultation deadline  
 

The deadline to comment on the  

Airport consultation on plans to either 

expand Heathrow or Gatwick is fast 

approaching. You have until 3 Febru-

ary to voice your own comments.  

The Society are also co-ordinating 

our own response which we will add 

to our website once finalised. To 

learn more about the options pro-

posed and how to respond go to the 

Airport Commissions website https://

www.gov.uk/government/

organisations/airports-commission 

 

Transport  

Panel 

Acting Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

WANTED!  

The Society needs you: 

New members of the Executive  

Committee.  The Society gets  

involved with many local issues.  

If you have a particular interest in  

planning, transport, open spaces or 

community topics then do join us.  

We would also welcome someone 

with a particular interest in heritage.  

Assistant Membership Secretary – 

if you have reasonable IT skill 

(particularly spreadsheet skills) 

please consider this important post.  

The Society has around 1,000 

households in membership and we 

need to make sure that we keep in 

touch by having up-to-date contact 

details. 

Archivist – no response to last 

month’s advert.  Surely there is 

someone out there that likes filing?  

For further information contact  

Carolyn McMillan, 020 8789 6692 

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/airports-commission
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/airports-commission
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/airports-commission
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
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Last year Wandsworth Council  

received over 7,000 planning applica-

tions. If you discount some dupli-

cates, Putney’s share amounts to 

some 1,500 applications. A lot of these 

are minor changes to shop signs or at 

the backs of houses, but already two 

this month have been big new build-

ings containing some 200 new flats 

between them. We aim to pick up all of 

the bigger ones, but it’s understanda-

ble that your spare time volunteer  

panel may miss or be unable to deal 

with something that matters to you, but 

you can help in several ways.   

When it comes to the bigger applica-

tions, large numbers of comments do 

get noticed. One of this month’s two 

big applications is for the block in  

Putney High Street that contains 

Halfords and TKMaxx. The shops will 

be rebuilt below 108 new flats. But 

many of you will also know this as the 

home of Eddie Catz. This popular  

facility will be closed with nowhere 

else to go. Strictly this is not a  

planning matter, but if enough of you, 

and your neighbours object then the 

council should take note. Application 

reference  2014/ 7344 on WBC’s  

planning portal. 

You can also help us support the 

Council – we’re on the same side on 

this one – to prevent the spread of anti

-social high front walls across West 

Putney and elsewhere.  Any new wall 

in front of a house that’s more than 

one metre high (chest height) needs 

planning consent. The police advise 

that keeping your doors and windows 

in view deters burglars, but many 

house buyers still want to wall them-

selves in ‘for security’.  If the Council 

are told about any new ones they can 

and will start enforcement action, so if 

there’s an out of place high wall or 

even fence being built near you, let us 

know.  

Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Putney Society welcomes letters from Members which should be posted to the  

Editor—Nicholas Evans, 29 Commondale, Putney, London SW15 1HS or emailed to 

nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk.  Please bear in mind that space is limited and we  

reserve the right to shorten letters if necessary and that publication is not always  

guaranteed. 

From: Philip J Evison 

Dear Sir, 

My best Christmas present last year? The news that Costcutter in Upper Richmond Road is  

likely to become Tesco. Out with these pesky local independent shops (butcher, baker,  

greengrocer, off-licence) – forever grabbing vacant sites and falsifying their accounts – and in 

with a responsible, ethical, truly local supermarket chain. No longer shall I need to don hiking 

boots, anorak and rucksack for a trek to the far canyons of the High Street and East Putney.  

Roll on the day when the main streets of Putney offer an unbroken vista of Tescos, Sainsburys,  

Waitroses and Co-ops, and untidy character and individuality have finally been eradicated.  

A Shangri-la we all deserve. 

Yours faithfully, 

Philip Evison, Woodborough Road, SW15 

Editor’s note: The conversion of Costcutter into Tesco has yet to be confirmed. The nearby site 

of the Captain Cook pub is expected to become a Sainsbury’s Local.  

The new Members’ Area on our website contains a ‘Putney Society Discussion Forum’ giving the opportunity to exchange  

ideas, knowledge, opinion and information about Putney and Roehampton. Many of you have already signed up, but not many 

have contributed! Please try it out—I’m sure you all have plenty of views you can share. NE 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/516/view_planning_applications
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Subscriptions now due –  

no increase for 2015! 

For members electing to pay by cheque, 

please send your 2015 subscription to me 

at 22 Pentlow Street, London, SW15 1LX, 

making out the cheque to ‘The Putney  

Society’. Members are reminded that the 

subscription rates for 2015 are: 

 Payment by Direct Debit and receive the 

Bulletin by post - £11.00pa  

 Payment by Direct Debit and receive the 

Bulletin by email - £8.50pa  

 Payment by cheque or cash and receive 

the Bulletin by post - £13.50pa  

 Payment by cheque or cash and receive 

the Bulletin by email - £11.00pa 

As the cost of postage continues to  

increase, we would urge members to elect 

to receive the bulletin by email. The lower 

rate reflects the cost savings to the  

Society. If you are interested in converting 

to e-bulletin please send an email to me  

at membership@putneysocity.org.uk and I 

will update your details. 

We still have a significant number of  

members paying by Standing Order. If you 

are paying that way, could you please 

check that your payment reflects the  

current rate (as above). Alternatively if you 

would like to change to Direct Debit (our 

preferred method) you can use the down-

loadable membership form on the website. 

Chris Orriss  

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242). www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judithchegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  cmcmill38@gmail.com  

Bulletin Editor & Website: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

The Friends of Putney Library have organised a 

Cultural Evening on 11 February, 6pm – 8pm  

at Putney Library, Disraeli Road. There will be 

 information about Putney groups offering singing, 

dance, writing, reading, music, lifelong learning 

and much more! There will be live performances at 

6pm, 7pm and 7.30pm. Refreshments will be avail-

able. If you want more information you can email 

friendsofputneylibrary@gmail.com. 

Plans continue for the First Aid Class I’m organis-

ing. The list is closed now. I expect to be notifying 

you very shortly as to when it will take place.   

Finding an available venue that ties in with the 

availability of the First Aiders has been a bit more 

complex than I thought! It now looks as if it will be 

towards the end of February. 

If there are any issues you want the Community 

Panel to look into, do let me know. You’re always 

welcome to come to a meeting – just check in  

advance to ensure there have been no changes of 

date and that there’s sufficient room. Thank you.  

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.co

Open 

Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@

btinternet.com 

Putney Lower Common and Putney Heath, together with Wimbledon Common, give Putney and  

Roehampton a special green setting which makes our part of London such a pleasant place to live. 

These major open spaces are precious and need careful management and protection. They are  

vulnerable to the many pressures of modern urban life. 

This is why the current election of five Conservators to serve on the Wimbledon & Putney Commons 

Conservators Trustee Board which, on behalf of all of us, owns and looks after the Commons, is so 

important. The Putney Society has always worked closely with the Conservators and, to make sure this 

continues, we need a strong Putney representation on the new WPCC Board.  So, do use your 

vote. Look for the Putney candidates - to consider giving them your support. The links with the Society 

have always been very positive and helpful: let's keep it that way! The Society is holding a Hustings 

meeting at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church on 5 February.   

mailto:membership@putney.society.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putney.society.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:friendsofputneylibrary@gmail.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.wpcc.org.uk
http://www.wpcc.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

