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Our guest speaker at the Members’ 

Meeting and AGM on the 19 March is 

well-known local Putney photographer 

Andrew Wilson. He photographed  

Putney for his book Wild about Putney,  

exploring our riverside, the leafy  

avenues and bustling streets that make 

Putney the unique place that it is. He 

has also photographed several other  

areas of South West London (such as 

Barnes, Kew, Wimbledon) for similar 

beautiful books. He will be giving us an 

illustrated talk about his work as  

photographer. For the past three years 

in partnership with Warren’s, one our 

leading independent estate agents, he 

has produced an annual calendar featur-

ing some of the iconic views of Putney. 

The photograph above is ‘Swans on the 

river at dusk’. 

Annual General Meeting papers 

Enclosed with, or attached to this  

Bulletin, you will find the papers you 

need for the AGM. These include the 

Agenda with 2014 Annual Report, the 

Treasurer’s report and accounts. Please 

bring them with you to the meeting  

at which elections of the Society’s  

President, Vice-Presidents, Officers,  

Executive Committee, and Auditor will 

take place.  

Also included is a nomination form 

for membership of the Executive Com-

mittee. The committee meets 12 times a 

year to plan the running of the Society, 

to discuss local issues, set and monitor 

budgets and to plan events and visits. 

This is your chance to get involved with 

our efforts to make Putney and  

Roehampton better places to live.  

Nominations need a proposer and  

seconder. Please contact Carolyn 

McMillan if you need any help complet-

ing the form or wish to discuss what is  

involved. You’d be very welcome. Do 

please come along and have your say.  

Refreshments will be served after the 

meeting.  

Inside this issue: 

1. Putney Society’s 

AGM—19 March  

2. Transport Panel; 

Panel Dates 

3. Buildings Panel;  

Open Spaces  

Panel 

4. Richard Morgan, 

RIP; Community 

Panel; Contacts; 

Air Pollution on our 

Streets WEF  

Meeting 

 

General  

Election  

Hustings 

April 23 7.30pm at 

St Mary’s Church,  

Putney Bridge 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 12 March, 9 April  at 6 
Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 
 

 

Transport: 12 March, 14 April 
 (46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS ) at 
7.30pm) Convenor (acting): Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 11 March, 8 April 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces:,2 March, 2 April 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Putney Station works 

We have been in close contact with 

the Council and Justine Greening, 

MP about the work still outstanding at 

Putney Station. Network Rail, at their 

recent public meeting on the 17  

February, has set out details for the 

next set of works which are due to 

begin shortly. 

The works include: a new canopy for 

Platform 1; a new ticket office area; 

refurbishment of the facade; the 

opening of the third arch into the  

station to ease congestion and a new 

ramp; and finally, for completion in 

spring 2016, some new shops. 

20mph speed limit 

There is progress with our campaign 

for 20 mph limits for residential roads. 

The Council has announced it is to 

consult shortly with residents in 

Thamesfield, the Alton Estate, the 

Putney Vale Estate and some roads 

off Oakhill Road in East Putney. 

We responded to the Airports  

consultation, recommending the  

Gatwick option. Our letter can be 

read in full on our website. The  

Commission plan to report in the 

summer with a final Government de-

cision expected some months after 

this.  

Transport  

Panel 

Acting Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

WANTED!  

The Society needs 

you: 

New members of the 

Executive Committee. 

The Society gets  

involved with many local 

issues. If you have a  

particular interest in  

planning, transport, open 

spaces or community topics 

then do join us.  We would 

also welcome someone 

with a particular interest in 

heritage.  Please see the 

nomination form with this 

issue. 

Archivist – no response to 

last month’s advert.  Surely 

there is someone out there 

that likes researching older 

documents?  

For further information 

contact  

Carolyn McMillan,  

020 8789 6692 

Letters to the Editor? Although it ’s nice to  

include lovely pictures like this one from 1900 

(thanks to the Wandsworth Historical Society), 

I’d much prefer to devote the space to your  

letters. Please write to me! Nick Evans,  

Editor, 29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS. 

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
http://www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk/
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk


Page 3 

I am often amazed by the range of  

the proposals we deal with at the 

monthly Buildings Panel. Last week 

we decided that a single studio flat 

was important enough for us to com-

ment (against), but that a new  block  

of flats – in a Conservation Area – was 

not. Why? The flats will be in scale 

with their street and will replace some-

thing that doesn’t really fit in. The  

proposed studio flat, however would 

have been made out of the back of a 

High Street shop. If we want Putney 

High Street to work, we need to keep 

the shop space, no matter what the 

local short term temptations for own-

ers.  Were we right?  Why not come 

along to one of our meetings and help 

us decide. The next is on the 11 

March.  

Some applications are so big that 

there is no question what we need to 

do. Unusually the Society has lodged 

two separate objections to the applica-

tion for 56-70 Putney High Street  

that I mentioned last month, with the 

second highlighting the effect this 

could have on air pollution by prevent-

ing the wind from dispersing traffic 

fumes. Jonathan Callaway’s efforts for 

the Society have been taken on board 

by TfL and the Council and are starting 

to show results which could all too 

easily be thrown away.    

This Putney High Street scheme 

seems to have touched a particular 

nerve, resulting in a large turn out of 

residents for the initial ‘Better Putney’ 

meeting. Let’s hope we can work to-

gether and that some of those who 

heard that night about the work the 

Society does will join us. That meeting 

did reveal how many Putney residents 

don’t know about the Society. Do your 

neighbours?  

There can be few Putney residents 

who don’t appreciate the Council’s  

ambition to keep our Council tax low. 

But were you told this might be funded 

by allowing developments whose sole 

justification seems to be income for 

the Council?  This month’s surprise 

application is for an advertising screen 

over 11m high to stand next to the A3 

in Putney Vale – on Council land. If 

there, where else?  The Local Plan 

says: “Consent will be granted for  

advertisements and hoardings where 

they would not harm visual or aural 

amenity or public safety.”  What makes 

SW London special are the open  

spaces. If you think this harms them, 

go on line and oppose application 

2015/0506. 

To view current applications go to the 

Council’s ‘Searching Planning  

Applications’ pages on their website.

 

Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Volunteering on the Commons 

The Open Spaces Panel is taking up 

the invitation from the Commons  

Conservators' new Chief Executive, 

Simon Lee, for us to co-operate in a 

programme of volunteering on the 

Commons - to help with appropriate 

maintenance tasks where additional 

help could make a difference.  

The Panel has a record, over the 

years, of organising weekend  

litter-picking parties which, for those  

involved, were enjoyable and  

worthwhile. 

So, on Sunday 26 April, come and join 

us at 10.00 am at the bus terminus  

opposite the Green Man, at the top of 

Putney Hill, and we will set out to make 

that corner of Putney Heath a little  

tidier. Plastic bags will be provided - 

but bring your own gloves! If we carry 

on until about 12.0noon, we may end 

up at The Telegraph Inn! Note the date 

in your diary. 

We are going to invite the newly-

elected Conservators to join us. It will 

be a good opportunity to meet them for 

a chat.  

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@btinter

net.com 
 

  

The Open Spaces Panel has 

arranged for two Indian Bean 

Trees to be planted in  

Wandsworth Park using the 

“Putney Society Tree Fund”. 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/516/view_planning_application/364/searching_planning_applications
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/516/view_planning_application/364/searching_planning_applications
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com


Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judithchegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  cmcmill38@gmail.com  

Bulletin Editor & Website: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, recently co-opted Trustee of the Society will take over as Treasurer. 
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We are very sad to  

inform you that Putney 

Society’s treasurer,  

Richard Morgan, has 

died. He had served as 

Treasurer for almost 20 

years. He was a familiar 

figure at our meetings, 

craggy as the mountains 

he loved to climb. He 

was always an upright, 

upstanding, stalwart and 

dependable member of 

our committee, whose 

opinions and advice we 

valued. He kept strict 

control of our finances, 

which have been and 

remain in a very healthy 

state. He had been ill but 

was keeping going until 

the AGM, when he would 

have stood down. We 

shall really miss him. 

Our condolences to his 

wife Sarah and family.  

Carolyn McMillan  

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242). www.putneysociety.org.uk 

We were delighted to be part of the Friends of  

Putney Library cultural evening. Representatives 

from the School of Art, Writers Group, South 

Thames College, 1885 Singers, Doverhouse  

Singers, Dance and Theatre groups, photography 

group etc were all there. Demonstrations of different 

dances including the Salsa were well received. 

There was a good turnout. Well done FoPL. 

The police have again made a plea for people not 

to leave ANYTHING in their vehicles, even for five 

minutes! It’s astonishing that people still leave  

expensive phones, tablets and other items in their 

cars in view, and are surprised when they’re stolen. 

For those on Twitter, @MPS Thamesfield has just 

gone live. Main focus will be cyber-crime, but other 

local issues will be highlighted too. Make sure your 

passwords are good! The most easily cracked 

passwords in the world are 12345678 and qwerty! 

Use symbols where allowed, numbers and letters to 

make it more secure.  

I’ve been approached to find out if the Odeon  

Cinema could show more films with subtitles, for 

the hard of hearing. Currently you have to go in to 

the Cinema to pick up a leaflet and use a magnify-

ing glass to find out if there is a film currently on 

with subtitles. No information could be found online.  

Last week there was just one performance in the 

afternoon which had subtitles, and none the week  

before. You can find out online if there are Audio  

Description films for the blind currently showing.  

Our Meeting in January, with Rachael Orr, one of 

the NHS mindful therapists at Wandsworth  

Pyschological Therapies and Wellbeing Service 

was very interesting. She gave an excellent  

introduction on the techniques designed to manage 

stress and anxiety. Wandsworth are offering an 

eight week course of two hour sessions per week 

for those who think they could benefit. Contact 

Rachael Orr  or ring 020 3513 6264 to book a 

place. Also being offered are very popular sleep 

courses using Cognitive Behaviour Therapy (CBT) 

which helps you identify and evaluate your  

thoughts in order to learn a more balanced way of 

thinking.  

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.co

There is a public meeting organised 

by the Wandsworth Environmental 

Forum on 'Air pollution on our 

streets' on Tuesday 10 March. It is 

being held in Committee Room 123, 

in Wandsworth Town Hall 6.30pm for 

7.00pm start.  

What's the situation in Wandsworth? 

What action is being taken?  An 

overview of the London situation is 

being provided by speakers’ Simon 

Birkett (Clean Air London),  

Samantha Heath (London Sustaina-

bility Exchange), Gavin Stedman 

(Wandsworth Environmental  

Services) and  Councillor Jonathan 

Cook, WBC Deputy Leader. 

mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.better.org.uk/libraries/putney-library
mailto:ssg-tr.wiapt@nhs.net
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com

