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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 24
 
April at 7.30pm 

St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge 

The new Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  

Funds for the improvement of local facilities. What would you like to see? 

 
Introduced in November 2012, all newly approved building developments now have to pay a levy based 
upon the size of the new space being created. In much of Wandsworth this is £250 per square metre 
and over coming years will add up to many millions. 
 
This levy is intended to provide funding for the additions and improvements to local community facilities 
required to handle the increased numbers of residents that these developments will bring. A significant 
proportion of the levy will be spent at the discretion of the Council.  HOWEVER, the enabling legislation 
requires that 15% of the levy raised should be spent on projects determined by consultation with local 
residents. 

Our speaker will be Martin Howell, Group Planner, Policy and Information at Wandsworth Council. 
Mr Howell will explain the CIL in more detail, the scale of monies expected to be raised, the type of 
infrastructure improvements that could qualify and the infrastructure improvements that the Council are 
currently contemplating. This will be followed by an open discussion, chaired by our Buildings Panel 
convenor, to explore possibilities for the resident-determined improvements. 

This is an open meeting for Society members and friends - all are welcome. The Putney Pantry will be 
open before the meeting for refreshments. 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

 

EUROPEAN ELECTIONS – HUSTINGS EVENING 

THURSDAY 1
 
MAY 2014 at 7.30pm 

St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge 

The Putney Society has joined forces with several other local amenity societies to arrange a hustings 
evening for the European Parliament elections.  We have invited each of the main parties to be 
represented either by a sitting MEP (Member of the European Parliament) or by one of their MEP list 
candidates.  London is a single constituency returning 8 MEPs to Brussels/Strasbourg, currently 3 Con, 2 
Lab, 1 LibDem, 1 Green and 1 UKIP. 

The evening will afford members and their friends a rare opportunity to meet sitting and prospective MEPs 
and hear more about their work on our behalf in Brussels.  There will be an extended Q&A session so we 
can put all our questions to them. The list of party representatives has not yet been finalised but we are 
expecting all five major parties to attend. 

 All members and friends welcome.  Putney Pantry will be open for refreshments before the meeting. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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  Forthcoming Events:  Extended dates for your diary: Members’ Meetings and Election Hustings 
 
Mon 14 April  Guided tour of National Theatre        12.20pm 
Thurs 24 April  Members’ Meeting on the Community Infrastructure Levy      7.30pm 
Thurs 1 May  European Parliamentary Election Hustings       7.30pm 

Thurs 8 May  Local Election Hustings (West Putney, Roehampton wards) Roehampton   7.30pm 

Thurs 15 May  Local Election Hustings (Thamesfield and East Putney wards) St Mary’s Church  7.30pm 
                                 

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 
 

Many thanks to Justine Greening for her most 
interesting talk on Overseas Aid. Please see our 
website for notes on the meeting. 

CareData – (gleaning of medical information from 
GPs). The Regional Head of Intelligence said NHS 
England apologises for the mess. It’s a very complex 
issue, which has been badly handled, and they have 
a lot to sort out over the next 6 months. One issue 
that worries people is the confidential relationship 
they have with their GP. If information a patient tells 
their GP is suddenly going to be able to be included 
in the data collected, patients may no longer be able 
to rely on confidentiality. We will do our best to 
attend meetings on the subject and keep you 
updated.  

The Putney Society  
 

Guided Tour of the National Theatre, South 
Bank, 

 London SE1 9PX 
 
 

Monday 14 April 2014. 
 
The National Theatre first opened its doors in 
1953 at the Old Vic and this year it is 
celebrating its 50

th
 anniversary. We will be able 

to follow the growth of one of the most creative 
of British institutions. The NT is a working 
building, producing around 20 new productions 
every year. Rehearsals, set-building, prop and 
costume-making all happen on site.  

The tour will last 1 hour 15 minutes but the 
programme may vary according to their current 
major redevelopment of the building. Out tour 
will commence at 12.20 on Monday 14 April.  At 
the conclusion of the tour refreshments are 
available in the various bars and cafes in the 
building.  

To book your place please send, as soon as 

possible, a S.A.E together with your name, 

phone number and email address, and a 

cheque for £9.00 made payable to ‘The Putney 

Society’, to: Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 

121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH.  You 

will be sent further details.  

Borough Elections: 22 May  

Come to our Hustings meetings ....... 
The Putney Society has organised two election 
hustings meetings to give you and all Putney and 
Roehampton residents the chance to meet and 
interrogate the candidates for the local elections 
on Thursday 22 May: 
 
Thursday 8 May at 7.30pm   
Roehampton Parish Hall, corner of Alton Road 
and Roehampton Lane for West Putney and 
Roehampton Wards. 
 
Thursday 15 May at 7.30pm 
St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge for Thamesfield 
and East Putney Wards 

 

We will be inviting all the parties putting up council 
candidates (most have already accepted our invi-
tation).  There will be one speaker from each 
party, but we have invited all candidates to come 
along so that you get the chance to meet those 
standing in your ward.   



News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater length 
on the website - address back page. Members are invited 
to attend panel meetings. Since space is limited in 
people’s houses, please contact convenor in advance. 
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The lack of a post box at the Putney Post Office - we 
are told that there can’t be a red post box on the 
pavement, but we are pursuing whether there could 
be one in the wall.  

The Wandsworth Police Consultative Committee 
(on which the Putney Society had a seat) is no longer 
in existence. It has been replaced by the new 
Neighbourhood Board. No member of the public, or  
Putney Society has a seat now, so we shall have to 
wait and see how it works out in future. 

Police/SNT (Safer Neighbourhood Team) 

We are supposed to have 1 x PS (Sergeant), 5 x PC 
(Constable), 2 x PCSO, 1 Ward PCSO and 1 x Ward 
DWO. Currently we are down to an average of 1 PS 
and two PCs, which is shocking. We need more police 
back on the streets. The Local Intelligence Officer’s 
job has been annulled too. All this is having a big 
impact on local policing and there have been virtually 
no police foot patrols for the past 6 weeks.  

To complain about the falling numbers of police we 
should email Sir Berhard Hogan-Howe, Commissioner 
at the Metropolitan Police, Bernard.hogan-
howe@met.police.uk, and Boris Johnson, Mayor of 
London, mayor@london.gov.uk.  

 
The Library has also been in the news with stories 
that Wandsworth Libraries are planning to pull out of 
the London Libraries Consortium and work with an 
inter-libraries group instead. Friends of Putney Library 
are investigating and we will report back when we 
have concrete news.   

 
Putney Bridge will be closing for either 6 or 11 
months starting in early June. Check local press over 
the coming months for exact information. If it is 6 
months, then it will only be open for pedestrians and 
dismounted cyclists. There will be a special lane for 
the Cycle Race in August.  

 
The Exchange Shopping Centre hopes to have all  
work finished in 4-6 weeks. 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  April  9 Wednesday  154 Putney High St  19.00 
   May 14     ditto 
 
Transport                           April  8 Tuesday   29 Oxford Road   19.30 
   May 13    tbc 
 
Open Space  April         No Meeting 
   May 1 Thursday  71 Norroy Road   19.30  
          
Community  April 10 Thursday   6 Norroy Rd   20.15 
   May  8    ditto 

The Boat Race: Sunday 6 April. See 
www.wandsworth.gov.uk/boatrace for special 
voucher offers from local shops, plus activities on 
the day. 

 
Facebook and Twitter – (The Putney Society) are 
both up and running, but it’s very early days and 
we would appreciate any Tweets or comments.  

Do please email me at vickysw15@aol.com if 
there are subjects you want us to look into. 

 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

Come and join us 
 
Spring is sprung - and the winter gloom which 
enshrouded our open spaces has lifted as the 
days become longer.  So, now is a good time to 
pause and ask ourselves, 'what do we think about 
our local open spaces?'  Could we, perhaps, help 
to make them better? 
 
This is what the Society's Open Spaces Panel is 
all about.  Take Wandsworth Park, where our 
report, almost complete, considers its history, 
special features, potential for enhancement, etc., 
and aims to make this important open space even 
more attractive.  There is a clear need, for 
example, for lighting of some kind to be introduced 
along the riverside pathway so that, at night, 
pedestrians and cyclists can use the route from 
Deodar Road to Prospect Quay safely.  What form 
might this take?  
 
And what is to become of Watermans Green by 
Putney Bridge - better known, by some, as 
Lavatory Gardens?  Its main amenity value is its 
mature trees which so visually enhance this corner 
of our riverside - the London Plane, the Holly trees, 
the Oak, etc.  They are a key element in the 
setting of the Grade II listed Bridge.  But, will they 
survive the Thames Tunnel works, the new 
restaurants which want to spill out from the bridge 
vaults onto the Green, and a long-suggested 
Thames Path pedestrian tunnel under the bridge, 
providing a link between the Embankment and 
Church Square? 
 

mailto:Bernard.hogan-howe@met.police.uk
mailto:Bernard.hogan-howe@met.police.uk
mailto:mayor@london.gov.uk
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/boatrace
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
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Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 
 

Could it be that the Council are, sometimes, taking 
note the Society’s comments on planning 
applications?  This month we can report that at 
least one has had new, and better drawings 
submitted, reflecting our suggestions on how to 
reduce the impact of proposals on neighbours.  I 
can also report that the proposal for flats above the 
Enoteca Turi restaurant on the High Street, which 
would have led to its closure, has been refused by 
the Council.   The latest trend seems to be 
applications for restaurant tables on the pavement.   
Welcome café culture, or  are tables in the way?  
Please tell us.  

Wandsworth Council have also been busy in 
formulating plans for extensive changes to the 
Alton estate in  Roehampton.  Once considered an 
example of progressive planning, most of the 
estate is a conservation area, and is dotted with 
listed buildings including the five slab blocks lined 
up along Clarence Lane.   We are concerned that 
in places they may be wanting to demolish what 
they have failed to maintain – including the library -  
in a return to an old style slum clearance mentality.  
Plans are on line at http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/
roehampton and we would urge all those 
interested in Roehampton to look and comment 
before 6 April.  

Elsewhere you will see notice of the members’ 
meeting on 24 April.   There can be few topics 
superficially less interesting than Council spending 
plans.  But we urge you to come because what is 
different about the new Community Infrastructure 
Levy is that the community – you -  get to decide 
where 15% of it is spent.  Improvements to the 
parks, the  High Street or a new entrance to the 
station.  It’s up to you.     

 

Cashback for energy saving home improvements 

£100s of cash is available to householders in 
England to make energy saving home 
improvements under the Government's 'Green 
Deal'. See http://bit.ly/1bAuaml. The Green Deal 
Cashback Scheme rewards Green Deal 
customers. Householders in England and Wales 
can claim cash back from Government on energy 
saving improvements like insulation, front doors, 
windows and boilers. Cashback applications close 
on 30 June 2014, or while funds last.  
 

 

 
 

Transport Panel                                                   
Convenor: David Irwin (020 8780 5699)       

The panel continues to campaign on various issues, 
without much success. However,  the campaign for a 
20 mph speed limit on most residential roads in Putney 
has achieved some commitment from Wandsworth 
Council - the strategic planning and transport oversight 
committee have agreed to carry out a consultation 
among residents of streets adjacent to the High Street, 
but not until after the coming elections.  
 

Contraflow cycling remains a contentious issue despite 
the fact that a majority of the recently installed 
Barclays Bike docking station are located on one way 
streets. Users of bikes are often obliged to cycle long 
distances to access the stations. The council have 
agreed to consider the proposal when the results of a 
pilot scheme elsewhere in the borough are available.  
 

No further progress on the suggestion to install cycle 
ramps on the steps up and down to the District Line 
bridge over the Thames. It seems that London 
Transport Limited, Fulham and Hammersmith Council 
and Wandsworth Council cannot agree who should 
pay and thus choose to ignore the idea, failing to take 
into account that the imminent closure of Putney 
Bridge will oblige cyclists to dismount and walk their 
cycles across the bridge.  
 

The panel continues to examine ways to enhance 
Putney High Street for pedestrians and shoppers. The 
upcoming closure of Putney Bridge, either partially or 
fully, does present an unique opportunity to bring 
about change for the better.  A recent notice published 
by the Council did mention that consultations will be 
carried out with shops on the High Street to better 
manage delivery vehicles that frequently block the 
High Street.  
 

Finally, the panel have been in contact with the 
Council for an explanation of why the gates on 
Dryburgh Road have been replaced with electronic no 
entry signs and what measures are being used to 
penalise the many drivers who blatantly ignore the 
access restrictions. The Council's response explains 
that the electronic signs are more cost effective 
whereas enforcement is considered unnecessary as 
drivers are good natured, obedient and civic minded. 

http://bit.ly/1bAuaml
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PUTNEY SOCIETY WINS AWARD FOR ITS 

AIR POLLUTION CAMPAIGN 

 

 

The Society has been awarded the Clean Air 
in Cities Award 2014.  The award recognises 
our continuing work to improve air quality in 
Putney, especially on the High Street, and our 
support for Clean Air in London’s own 
campaign since it was founded in 2006.   
 
Our “Citizen Science” monitoring initiative has 
in fact gained national attention featuring in a 
recent Independent newspaper report (see our 
website for further details).  We are still 
planning to carry out another survey, this time 
of particulate matter (PM) levels in and around 
the High Street, but have had difficulty 
accessing the necessary monitoring 
equipment.  
  
The Council insists that PM levels locally are 
within EU limits but medical opinion strongly 
suggests there is no safe lower limit for 
exposure to the very smallest PM2.5 
particles.  The biggest source of both NO2 and 
PM pollutants is the diesel engine – our own 
contribution should be to switch to a petrol 
engine when we next change our car – or walk 
to the shops instead! 
 
 

International Women's Rights 

 - can the practice of Female Genital  

Mutilation be stopped?  

 

Tuesday 1 April 2014 (7.pm) 

 

 Putney Methodist Church Hall 

(corner of Upper Richmond Road  and 

Gwendolen Ave, SW15 6SN) 

 

Meeting free with light refreshments  available. 

LETTERS: 

Sir,  

Contraflow cycling 

I very much agree with Elizabeth Balsom's letter in 
November’s Bulletin.  Cycling against the flow tends 
to happen in one-way streets so generally narrow 
streets. Accidents are most likely to be a collision of a 
bike and a pedestrian.  The most vulnerable 
pedestrians are the elderly, children, people looking 
the " wrong" way or not at all and as we will have all 
observed, people speaking or even texting on mobile 
'phones as they cross the road.  I constantly see 
cyclists ignoring the rules of the road: no lights, no 
bells, also speaking or texting on mobile 'phones, 
cycling against the flow, almost invisible.   Is 
there really a good reason to encourage cyclists to go 
the wrong way along a one-way street? I can't think of 
one. Supporters of the idea apparently don't believe 
that the practice amounts to an accident waiting to 

happen. 

Yours sincerely  Iain KS Gray SW15 

Letters to Editor. We try to deal with issues in panel 
meetings due to lack of space in bulletin. We will 
occasionally publish letters. Please keep to 150 words 
and send to Chairman at address below or email 
cmcmill38@gmail.com. 

Welcome to new Executive Committee 

Members 

 

John Farrer and Stephen Luxford 

 

Nick Evans takes over as Bulletin Editor 
from May edition: ncsevans@gmail.com 

 

We would like to thank Anna Thomsen for 
her hard work  as Bulletin Editor. 
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Accounts for the Year 2013 
In the absence of the Treasurer, the Vice Chairman 
presented the accounts for the year (and noted that 
the draft accounts had been approved by the 
Society’s auditor). Income had fallen slightly 
compared with 2012/13 but the surplus was higher as 
there had been no major items of expenditure.  The 
fall in income was caused by a slight drop in 
membership and the Society is planning recruitment 
drives to offset this decline. Cost of distributing the 
postal version of the Bulletin have risen and will 
increase again following the upcoming increase in 
postal charges.  Members should be aware that this 
might result in an increase in subscription rates for 
those receiving their bulletin in the mail.  No questions 
arose from members concerning the accounts.  
 

Election of President, Officers and members of the 
Executive Committee for 2014  
President: John Ewing was re-elected as the 
Society’s President.  
Seven Vice-Presidents were re-confirmed as: 
Margaret Calcott-James, Angela Holman, John 
Horrocks, Beryl Jeffery, Derek Purcell, David Radcliffe 
and Hugh Thompson.  
The following officers were elected for the coming 
year:  
Chairman Carolyn McMillan (until 01/10/14 when 
Judith Chegwidden will become Chair), Treasurer 
Richard Morgan, Secretary Judith Chegwidden (until 
01/10/14 when Carolyn McMillan  will become 
Secretary). 
The Executive Committee were elected as follows: 
Jonathan Callaway, Victoria Diamond, Nicholas 
Evans, John Farrer, Alexandra Gautier, John 
Horrocks, David Irwin, Stephen Luxford, Mark Poulter, 
Sue Rolfe, and Hugh Samuel. 
Richard Chadwick was re-appointed as the Society's 
Auditor.  
 

Amendments to the Constitution  
The minor amendments to the Constitution of the 
Putney Society (as previously circulated to all 
members) were agreed. 

 

Any Other Business  
There being no other business, the President closed 

the formal part of the meeting and introduced the 

guest speaker, Donough O’Brien.  

 
 

 

DRAFT Minutes of the Putney Society Annual 

General Meeting at St. Mary's Church, 20 March 2014  

 

PRESENT: John Ewing (President), Carolyn McMillan 
(Chairman) along with 29 others.  

The Chairman welcomed members to the AGM and 
asked the President to conduct the meeting.  

 
Minutes of the 2013 AGM  
The draft minutes were approved by the meeting. There 
were no matters arising.  
 
Chairman and Executive Committee Report  
The Chairman said it had been a busier year than ever 
promoting the amenities of Putney and Roehampton.  
Increasing numbers of new buildings and infrastructure 
projects had impacted on all panels.  The Buildings 
Panel had looked at large numbers of planning 
applications, particularly for residential development and 
had concerns about the loss of offices into neighbouring 
boroughs.  The Community Panel had focussed on the 
changes happening within the NHS but also monitored 
local policing issues and changes to library services.  
The Open Spaces Panel had defended our open spaces 
and greenery, particularly the threat of tree loss. The 
Transport Panel had developed ideas for improving 
Putney High Street for pedestrians and, more recently, 
had considered the feasibility of converting the vaults 
under Putney Bridge southern end into a pedestrian 
underpass. The Society continued to speak out publicly 
about the polluted air in Putney High Street. 
 

The Chairman thanked panel conveners and panel 

attendees, officers of the Society and all those who help 

to ensure that the voice of the Society is heard through 

its bulletin and website.  She also noted the valuable 

contributions made by the Membership Secretary and by 

the team which had organised a succession of social 

and heritage events.  One member of the Executive 

stood down in the year, namely Andrew Simon, and he 

was thanked for his long years of service. The Chairman 

concluded by thanking all members for their continued 

support throughout the year. 

 

The President thanked the Chairman and members of 
the Executive Committee for their work on behalf of 
members during the year. There were no questions. 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman      Carolyn McMillan               38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS        020 8789 6692 

Secretary      Judith Chegwidden             Judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership      Bob Bowmer               17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY        07793 296733 

Web Editor          Sue Rolfe                            rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor    Nick Evans                          ncsevans@gmail.com 
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