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March 2014 

The Bulletin 

Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 20 March 2014 at 7.30pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

                The AGM will be chaired by our President, John Ewing. 

Enclosed with, or attached to this bulletin, you will find the papers you need for the AGM: the AGM 
agenda with 2013 annual report, and the Treasurer’s report and 2013 accounts. Please bring them 
with you to the meeting at which elections of the Society’s President and Vice-Presidents, Officers, 
Executive Committee, and Auditor will take place. For notice on proposed changes to the Putney 
Society constitution please see page 4 of this bulletin.  

 

(Reminder: Nominations for the Executive Committee should be submitted to the Secretary by 14 
March 2014. A Nomination Form is enclosed/ attached to this bulletin). 

  

Do please come along and have your say on any of the agenda items. 

  

Our guest speaker is a local Putney author, Donough O’Brien, author of  “Who, the most 
remarkable people you’ve never heard of”. He will be telling us about some of the people who have 
shaped the world we live in today but have not had the recognition they deserve. We are promised 
some amusing anecdotes, music and more.  

The AGM will be followed by refreshments at the Putney Pantry café in the Brewer Building to 

which all those present are invited. 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

 

   Next Society Meeting 

 6 March, 7.30pm 

St Mary’s Church 

 

 

The Rt. Hon. Justine Greening MP for Putney, Roehampton and Southfields and 
Secretary of State for Overseas Development is coming to talk to us again on 6 March, 
7.30pm, St Mary's Church about international aid. This is her second attempt at coming to 
talk to us, as she had to cut her last talk short to fly to the Philippines after their dreadful 
hurricane.  

Questions that were asked at the last meeting, together with the answers from Justine's 
department, are posted on our website. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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  Forthcoming Events:  Extended dates for your diary: Members’ Meetings and Election Hustings 
Thurs  6 March   Justine Greening speaking about International Aid  St Mary’s Church (see  page 1)     7.30pm 
Thurs 20 March                Putney Society AGM, Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church             7.30pm 
Thurs 24 April  Members’ Meeting on the Community Infrastructure Levy      7.30pm 
Thurs    1 May  European Parliamentary Election Hustings 

Thurs 8 May  Local Election Hustings (West Putney, Roehampton wards) Roehampton   7.30pm 

Thurs  15 May  Local Election Hustings (Thamesfield and East Putney wards) St Mary’s Church  7.30pm 
                                 
                                FULL DETAILS OF VENUE AND ARRANGEMENTS IN APRIL BULLETIN 

Alton Area Masterplan 

The masterplan for the Alton area in Roehampton has 
developed further and a public consultation on the 
preferred options is running until 31 March 2014. During 
this time local residents, stakeholders and community 
members can view the preferred option being proposed 
for the Alton area and provide their comments.    

The Wandsworth Council team responsible for this work 
will be making a special presentation to any interested 
Putney Society members ahead of the Buildings Panel on 
Wednesday, 12

 
March, 7pm at 154 Putney High Street 

(entrance on Norroy Road).  All members welcome. If 
you’d like to attend, please contact Andrew Catto 
beforehand.  

The preferred option focuses on four key areas: 

Revitalising Danebury Avenue and the Town Centre 

Revitalising Portswood Place to create a new Park 

Centre 

Providing higher quality homes that are linked to 

Roehampton Lane 

A new park for Alton, creating new connections to 

Richmond Park and Roehampton Lane. 

 

The preferred masterplan can also be viewed at: 

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton  

Alternatively Project Manager Jonny Moore or Community 
Engagement Coordinator Janine Newton can be 
contacted at: E:  roehampton@wandsworth.gov.uk or 

on T: 020 8871 6207.  

 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 
 

February’s panel meeting had the longest agenda we 
have seen for some time and there do seem to be 
signs of an upturn in construction activity locally as 
across London.   The panel will continue to object on 
your behalf to planning applications that we feel are 
excessive or set poor precedents.   Whilst on the whole 
the panel welcome new homes and schools we are 
sometimes concerned that little outside these two 
categories comes up.  On the Society’s excellent 
website you can see recent correspondence with the 
leader of Wandsworth Council about the continuing 
erosion of office space.  

Several Society members went along to the Town Hall 
last month to hear the Full Council debate a motion 
brought by the Labour Group which said (in rather more 
words) “This council notes the public’s opposition to the 
excessive growth of high rise blocks as expressed by 
the Putney Society (and others) .. and to ask the 
Planning Applications Committee not to approve 
planning applications .. in material breach of policies”.  
The full text is Council paper 14-123, and can be found 
under the agenda for the Council meeting on 5 
February.  At the vote this was rejected by all but one 
of the Conservative majority present.    

However, there does seem to be a slight increase in 
recent months in the number of inappropriate minor 
applications being refused.   Another bright note this 
month has been the Wandsworth Design Awards.  
Panel regular and conservation architect Natasha 
Brown recently represented the Society on the judging 
panel.  Conservation awards went to the restoration of 
Roehampton House and the nearby Kings Head.  No 
awards for any of the new flats in Putney.   

What these flats will be providing is an ongoing windfall 
for the council in the form of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy.  This will soon amount to some 
millions of pounds every year, 15% of which is to be 
spent in consultation with local people.  Our Members’ 
Meeting on 24

 
April will explain how this works, and we 

want to hear your ideas about how this money might be 
spent to improve Putney. 

 

Finally our next panel meeting (12 March) will include 
an "Update on Roehampton Regeneration".  See 
column to left.  

 

SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2014 NOW DUE 

For members electing to pay subs by cheque, please 
send your 2014 subs to me at the address on the back 
page, making out the cheque to The Putney Society. 
Individual members are reminded that subs for postal 
bulletin are £13.50 and £11 for those electing to receive 
by email. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR DISTRIBUTION SECRETARY 

As the cost of postage continues to increase, we would 
like to urge members to receive the bulletin by email. 

There is a cost reduction for those subscribing by email 
which reflects the cost savings to the Society. If you are 
interested in converting to E-Bulletin please send an email 
to me on: bobbowmer@aol.com and I can amend your 
subscription. Thank you. Bob Bowmer. 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton
mailto:roehampton@wandsworth.gov.uk


News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater length 
on the website - address at bottom of p 4. Members are 
invited to attend panel meetings. Since space is limited 
in people’s houses, please contact convenor in advance. 
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 Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

 

Don’t forget – 6 March, 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church. 
Justine Greening is coming to talk to us about her 
role as Secretary of State for International 

Development. 

 

St Mary’s Rough Sleepers/homeless project is going 
well. Average attendance is about 35, including 4-5 
women. The highest number they’ve had, so far, is 50. If 
you have any warm clothes spare, please take them to 
Berni at the Church. 

 

 Your Medical records. Records about your allergies 
and medication are in the Summary Care Record – this 
first level of data sharing is already active – this is quite 
useful for when you are away, and need urgent hospital 
care. You are automatically opted in, but can write to 
your GP to opt out if you wish.  The Care Data is the new 
extraction (scheduled to now start in the autumn instead 
of March) - this is creating concern as there are two 
other levels of this – one that is helpful to the wider NHS 
for research that is non identifiable – albeit the data may 
be passed to other health-aligned organisations (possibly 
drug companies for research), and then the most 
worrying one is the patient identifiable extraction – that 
will detail who you are, where you live etc.  If you are 
concerned about this you have to write to your GP to opt 
out, otherwise your details will automatically be included.  

  

Don’t forget to join us on Facebook. Just look up the 
Putney Society. There is also a new Facebook page 
called Putney Photo Group where residents are sharing 
their photos of Putney. 

 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  March 12 Wednesday  154 Putney High St  19.00 
   April  9 Ditto 
 
Transport                           March 11 Tuesday   29 Oxford Road   19.30 
   April 8    tbc 
 
Open Spaces  March     6   Thursday  Putney Pantry, St Mary’s Church 14.30 
    
            
Community  March 13 Thursday   6 Norroy Rd   20.15 
   April  10 Ditto 

Transport Panel                                                   
Convenor: David Irwin (020 8780 5699)          

DON’T BREATHE WHEN YOU GO SHOPPING 

ON PUTNEY HIGH STREET                               

The European Commission has sent the UK a ‘Letter 
of Formal Notice’ for breaching nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) limit values. The UK is the first of the EU’s 28 
Member States to receive enforcement action on 
NO2. If nothing is done fines could amount to £300 
million per year for London, which has the highest 
levels of NO2 of any capital city in Europe. Putney 
High Street is considered to be one of the worst High 
Streets in UK, if not Europe. Looking at the annual 
mean (similar to average), where the limit is 40 micro-
grams NO2 per cubic metre, the mean for PHS was 
154  micrograms in 2012, so nearly four times the 
annual limit and the second highest in London. How-
ever, we are seeing a trend in the right direction, 
probably due to the hybrid/retro-fitted buses and the 
Putney Society/Council campaigns.   But there is 
much more to be done. Write to Wandsworth Bor-
ough Council, if only for the sake of your children. 

LETTERS: 

Sir, 

It was good to see the Open Spaces Panel drawing 
attention, in the January Bulletin, to the new off-road 
route between Roehampton and Richmond Park. But I 
was dismayed to find that it runs, arrow-flight straight, 
alongside a wall, and is, frankly, tedious; how much 
nicer would have been a narrower path meandering 
through the woodland. 

And walking thus along the edge of the golf courses 
reminded me that here is one-tenth of the acreage of the 
Park given over exclusively to golfers. While this may 
well have been appropriate in 1923, circumstances have 
changed. 

‘Local Artisans’ no longer have difficulty in finding places 
to be accepted to play; and public use of the Park has so 
increased that its integrity as a National Nature Reserve 
is seriously threatened—see pages 158-166 of David 
McDowall’s Walker’s Guide. Allowing open access to 
this section of the Park east of the Beverley Brook would 
surely do something to take pressure off the more 
ecologically important areas of the Park within the 
motor-road circuit. 

Yours sincerely, 

 Derek Purcell (Vice-President) 

Letters to Editor. We try to deal with issues in panel 
meetings due to lack of space in bulletin. We will 
occasionally publish letters. Please keep to 150 words 
and send to Chairman at address on page 4 or email 
cmcmill38@gmail.com. 
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Existing wording:-  

Nine members of the Executive Committee present at 
the beginning of a meeting of the Executive 
Committee shall form a quorum. 
 
Change to:- 

A majority of all the members of the Executive 
Committee being present at the beginning of a meeting 
of the Executive Committee shall form a quorum. 
 

Copies of our current constitution are available on our 
website (www.putneysociety.org.uk). Copies of the 
proposed amended constitution will be available at the 
AGM. 

 

Carolyn McMillan 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notice of changes to the Putney Society 

constitution for approval at the 2014 AGM 

 

The Putney Society constitution was written nearly 40 
years ago, in 1975. The Society has changed much 
since it was first founded, reflecting changes in our 
membership and society in general. A major review of 
our constitution will be required at some time in the 
future, but at the next AGM we shall put some minor 
changes to the membership for approval as follows 
(changes are in bold type underlined):  

1. Change “Chairman” to “Chair” throughout the 
constitution (gender neutral). 

 

2. Rule 8a: a change to clarify that the Executive 
Committee consists of 15 members with additional 
maximum of 3 co-optees. 

Existing wording:- 

The business of the Society shall be managed by an 
Executive Committee consisting of not more than 18 
persons comprising the Officers of the Society, not more 
than 12 persons elected as Members of the Executive 
Committee by the Society in General Meeting, and 
such other persons as may be co-opted under Clause 8 
(d). 

 

Change to:- 
The business of the Society shall be managed by an 
Executive Committee consisting of not more than 18 
persons comprising the three Officers of the Society, 
and not more than 12 other persons elected as 
Members of the Executive Committee by the Society 
in General Meeting, and such other persons as may be 
co-opted under Clause 8 (d). 

 

3. Rule 8e: The Executive may consist of 15 Members 
and a maximum 3 co-optees, but we have had less than 
that number in recent years and on occasion we have 
not had a quorum at our committee meetings, which 
creates administrative difficulties in getting motions 
approved.  We ask that members approve our proposal 
that a quorum will be a simple majority of the Members 
of the Executive Committee including co-optees (thus,  if 
we have an even total number of Executive Members, 
say 14, then a majority would be 8 present at the 
beginning of the meeting). 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman      Carolyn McMillan               38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS        020 8789 6692 

Secretary      Judith Chegwidden             Judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership      Bob Bowmer*               17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY        07793 296733 

Web Editor          Sue Rolfe                            rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor    Anna Thomsen                    anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

Putney Society Chairman 

Our remarkably dedicated and tireless 
Chairman for the past four years, Carolyn 
McMillan, now wishes to stand down.  She is, 
however, prepared to remain on the Executive 
Committee as Secretary, while our current 
Secretary, the hardworking and highly efficient 
Judith Chegwidden, is prepared to accept 
nomination as Chairman.  Judith is a former 
Chairman and has successfully served the 

Society in many capacities over the years. 

However, due to work commitments Judith is 
unable to take over at the AGM in March and, 
should she be elected by the membership, she 
would take over 1 October 2014, at which point 
Carolyn would move to the role of Secretary. 
These proposed changes will be put to the 

AGM for approval. 

Jonathan Callaway (Deputy Chairman) 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

