
New CEO of Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators 

Simon Lee to address Members’ Meeting on 26 November 2014 
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The Bulletin 

FROM HAMPSTEAD HEATH TO  

PUTNEY HEATH ... 

The Society will be holding a  

Members’ Meeting on WEDNESDAY  

26 November at 7.30pm at St Mary’s 

Church, near Putney Bridge  

[Please note the new date] 

The newly appointed Chief Executive  

of the Wimbledon & Putney Commons 

Conservators, Simon Lee, will give an  

illustrated talk on moving from being in 

charge of Hampstead Heath (employed by 

the City of London Corporation) to taking 

over responsibility for running Wimbledon 

and Putney Commons including Putney 

Heath. How is he settling into his new job? 

What have been the challenges? Is there 

much difference between Hampstead Heath 

and Putney Heath? 

These are not built parks, like Regents Park 

or Hyde Park, but relics of London’s  

former natural landscapes. He will consider 

not only the historical confrontations, which 

brought these two open spaces into public 

use, but also the challenges facing manage-

ment today. In exploring the different  

governance arrangements that exist for both 

sites, Simon Lee will examine how this has 

led to very different management approach-

es for the two areas.  

From balancing the different needs of user 

groups to managing dynamic and ever 

changing landscapes, Simon Lee will consid-

er why “conservation” as opposed to 

“preservation” is necessary. 

His talk will examine the different manage-

ment operations that take place at both sites, 

the use of volunteers and the opportunities 

for further public engagement and involve-

ment. 

Above all, the beauty of the sites’ natural 

aspects will be considered and why long-

term management plans are critical in ensur-

ing that future generations are able to enjoy 

the rich mosaic of habitats that we are privi-

leged to be able to explore today.  

   

Upcoming Panel Meetings — all members welcome 

  Community: 13 Nov at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1P (8.15pm) 

  Transport: 11 Nov at 46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  (7.30pm) 

  Buildings: 12 Nov at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS (7.00pm) 

  Open Spaces: 6 Nov at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 
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Visit to Leighton 

House Museum 

 

 

 

There will be a visit to Leighton House 

Museum in  Kensington, with guided 

tour on Wednesday 26 November 

commencing at 11am. See inside for 

full details and how to book. 

http://www.wpcc.org.uk
http://www.wpcc.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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We have arranged for a tour of  
Leighton House Museum, formerly 
the home and studio of Frederic, 
Lord Leighton, his ‘private palace of 
art’. It is now restored to full splen-
dour and is a museum to his life and 
work. 

In the 1860’s he commissioned the  
architect George Aitcheson to build 
him a showpiece house in Holland 
Park, which he filled with classic treas-
ures from all over the world, as well as 
his own works. There are magnificent 
reception rooms downstairs and the 
‘Arab Hall’ designed to showcase his 
collection of more than 1,000 Middle 
Eastern glazed tiles. 

Our tour, which will commence at 
11.00 a.m, will also include a visit to the 
new exhibition of 50 paintings by Vic-
torian artists, ‘A Victorian Obsession’ 
and will last 1 hour.  

Leighton House is in Holland Park 
Road, off Melbury Road, Kensington 
High Street, some 10 minutes from the 

Earls Court Road.  

To book your place please send a SAE 
together with your name, address, 
phone number and email address, to-
gether with a cheque for £13.00 made 
payable to ‘The Putney Society’ to 

Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 
Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH.  
Please book early.  

Visit to Leighton 

House Museum, 

Kensington on 

Wednesday  

26 November 

Well Designed?   

 

The Buildings Panel exists to push for 

new developments to enhance the 

special character of Putney and make 

all our lives better, but sadly we spend 

a lot of time opposing planning appli-

cations for those that won’t, as well  

as looking at changes to the planning 

policies against which they should  

be judged. We are a small team of 

volunteers (more always welcome) 

and can’t even look at every applica-

tion, only those that seem to be  

relevant to our wider membership 

either through scale or because they 

might set important precedents, like 

the current rash of front garden high 

walls. But we are always willing to 

advise members who feel that some-

thing local to them warrants action.  

 

Where we do comment it is important 

that our small band represents the 

views of the wider Society. That’s  

why shortly after publication of the  

last Bulletin we welcomed a full house 

at a Members’ Meeting in St Mary’s 

Church last month to debate what you 

feel is ‘Good Design’ that we should 

be supporting, and equally what you 

didn’t like.          

 

 

What Putney Society members don’t 

like can be easily summed up by  

almost every aspect of the new flats 

next to East Putney station, the build-

ing most frequently mentioned that 

evening. These blocks are disliked for 

being too dense and close together, 

too high, intruding in to views (e.g. 

from Wadham Road), and for the floor 

length wrap around living room win-

dows which are clearly a triumph of 

marketing image over practicality.  

More generally you are worried about 

the detailing even on smaller projects 

that is clearly destined to warp, streak 

or stain. But it seems there is support 

for good modern design where the 

scale is right for its surroundings.  

You also said that in more uniform 

streets there is a case for copying the 

existing, but that the details must be 

right. 

 

Some have suggested that we should 

copy Richmond and other local socie-

ties in presenting an annual or biennial 

Putney Society Award for the best new 

building in SW15 – and even a wood-

en spoon for the worst?  Good idea or 

bad? Let us know.  

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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THE SOCIETY’S TREE FUND 

Following the ravages of Dutch Elm 

Disease in the 60s and 70s, when so 

many long-established trees were lost to 

this pest, the Society responded to the 

Tree Council's ‘Plant a Tree in '73’  

campaign by establishing our own Tree 

Fund, in 1973. It was launched at a well-

attended Society meeting held in the 

Dryburgh Hall, when a leading national 

tree-expert, Alan Mitchell, was our  

speaker. 

Since then, the Society has been 

planting trees in Putney and Roe-

hampton for a variety of good reasons 

- and always to enhance our environ-

ment. Look at the lovely golden Acacia 

Frisia on the Upper Richmond Road 

frontage of the Putney Methodist Church 

(opposite the Charlwood Road junction) 

- planted by us in memory of Jim  

Seakins, who worked hard for the  

Society. There are many other now well-

established trees planted locally which 

the Society has provided over the years. 

The Society's Open Spaces Panel is now 

negotiating to plant two new trees in 

Wandsworth Park - as recommended in 

our report on the Park, presented at last 

June's Members' Meeting and now on 

our website. We are also asking 

Transport for London (TFL) to agree to 

the planting of a tree (or two) on the 

bleak frontage of the new Stanford 

Square development by East Putney 

Station. The tree would go on the pave-

ment which is highway land.  

The Panel would welcome suggestions 

from members for other ideas for tree 

planting in our area. Let us know what 

you recommend - and why. Email John 

Horrocks..  

Open Spaces  

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks 

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

We’re seeking a new Treasurer 
Richard Morgan, our present Treasurer, is looking 

to retire later this year. Could you be interested in 

the post?  It is a very interesting role, responsible 

but not over-exacting, in the heart of our activities. 

Basic accounting skills are needed, together with 

an ability to handle basic computerised accounts, 

but the task is free of complications such as VAT or 

salaries, and involves less than an entry a day on 

average. The prime role is to record and safeguard 

income (subscriptions are collected by the  

Membership Secretary), and to make payments on 

the Society’s behalf. The Treasurer also prepares 

and presents the accounts to members at the AGM, 

and is a member of the Executive and Admin  

Committees. If you might be interested do give  

any of the officers a ring and we‘ll be happy  

to talk it over.   

  

 

Putney Festive Lights and  

Christmas Market 

Friday 28 Nov, 12pm-8pm 

Saturday 29 Nov 9am-4pm 

The Putney Partnership is finalising market 

stall arrangements and event details for this 

years Putney Festive Lights and Christmas 

Market event near St Mary’s Church. There 

will be great family entertainment, a huge 

Christmas tree, Christmas carols, food, drink, 

and music. The spectacular lantern parade 

through the town centre will be on Friday  

before the official lights switch-on.  

The Putney Society will have a stall on  

Saturday from 10am to 4pm.  

 

Come and see us, or if you’re not  

already a member then join! 

mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Putney Society welcomes letters from Members which should be posted to the  

Editor—Nicholas Evans, 29 Commondale, Putney, London SW15 1HS or emailed to 

ncsevans@gmail.com.  Please bear in mind that space is limited and we reserve the 

right to shorten letters if necessary and that publication is not always guaranteed. 

Dear Sir, 

On Lower Richmond Road, just outside the site of the old (now demolished) Putney Hospital, stands one of only two 

surviving milestones in Putney proper - a precious local historical artefact. It bears the legend V MILES TO HYDE 

PARK CORNER on all four faces and is (or was) in remarkably good condition. It will have been familiar to many  

residents, was known locally as the 'five-mile stone', and there was an old tradition of 'bumping' local boys against it, to 

initiate them into the select company of 'Five-Milers'! 

When the site was enclosed in 2008, it was given its own box, on the advice of English Heritage. It has not seen the  

light of day since, the box has huge ferns growing out of it, and the tatty labels stating HISTORIC MONUMENT have 

disappeared. With work beginning on the site, the stone - an important part of Putney's heritage - is clearly vulnerable 

and one wonders how aware the Council is of this, and what measures are in place to safeguard it. 

For those interested in milestones in the Putney area, see my article in Volume Six (2013) of Milestones & Waymarkers, 

the journal of the Milestone Society - copy available on request. My article on an even older local artefact - a combined 

milestone and mounting block set up on Kingston Road, Putney Vale, in 1654 - appears in the October 2014 issue.  

It also suffered vicissitudes, being lost, found, lost again, found again, was shamefully ignored by the Council and Muse-

um, and was last seen lying in a corridor of the West Hill Museum - now closed. This stone has been seen by very few 

living locals (I'm proud to be one of them) and one wonders whether it too will ever be seen again! 

Philip J Evison, 3 John Clynes Court, Woodborough Road, Putney, SW15 6RU    7 October 2014 

Community   

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

The Homeless shelter at St Mary’s 

Church starts on 3 November, and 

will run every Monday until the week 

before Easter. Donations: Clothes ap-

preciated, but nothing that needs dry 

cleaning! Coats, waterproof ski type 

jackets are always popular, as are 

good condition trainers, new under-

wear, socks, fleecy jumpers/hoodies. 

There are usually about five women, 

so women’s fleecy tracksuits, warm 

coats, underwear, socks, trainers (in 

decent condition) are all much appre-

ciated. Wheely-bin  bags and back 

packs are also useful, but no suitcases 

please. Toiletries such as shower gel 

(no bubble bath!), shampoo, tooth 

brushes, toothpaste, disposable ra-

zors, deodorant etc all welcome too. 

Best to take them to the St Mary’s 

Church office, on a Monday if possi-

ble, and not before beginning of 

Nov. Thank you 

The Manager at the Odeon Cinema 

has told us again that Health and 

Safety preclude them from putting 

up the film signs. Electric signs are 

deemed too expensive now. We’ll 

have to visit other Odeon cinemas 

and see how they manage to keep 

signs up! Anyone passing one, do 

take a photo! 

We continue to work on health,  

education and other local commu-

nity issues. If anyone would like to 

come to a Community Panel meet-

ing, please get in touch. We would 

welcome new and fresh input!  

Thank you.  

The Friends of Queen Mary’s Hospital,  

Roehampton  

The Friends require a bookkeeper/accountant 

for two mornings a week and six Trustee  

meetings p.a. to carry out all financial  

responsibilities including operation of bank  

accounts, payroll (2), management accounts 

and annual accounts (Sage) and liaison with 

fund managers. Salary to be agreed.  

Applications to:   

friends.qmh@stgeorges.nhs.uk or  

tel: 020 8487 6798 

mailto:ncsevans@gmail.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:friends.qmh@stgeorges.nhs.uk


Page 5 

Acting Convenor. David Irwin, the 

Transport Panel’s Convenor, is presently out 

of the country so Stephen Luxford has  

therefore taken the Chair for the time being 

and was joined for this meeting by Jonathan 

Callaway, Carolyn McMillan, John Horrocks 

and Hugh Samuel. 

The long-running saga of the refurbishment 

of Putney Station continues. One lift is in 

operation, and work seems to be underway 

on the front roof. Network Rail have replied 

to the Council’s review of plans for a second 

entrance to the station. It is not clear when 

the refurbishment work will be completed. 

There has been no response to enquiries 

about the Station’s façade, and a letter will be 

sent to Justine Greening MP to seek her 

views and support. 

Jonathan Callaway has spoken to Jim  

Maddan and Rosemary Torrington who are 

in favour of a 20 mph. speed limit in 

Thamesfield. They say a proposal has gone 

forward for area-based speed limits. The 

Society is keen that this should happen and 

supports the initiative. Trial schemes in parts 

of Balham and Tooting have been  

announced. 

Pedestrian underpass. The Society had 

held a meeting with Phil Stride of Thames 

Water. They had initially been opposed to 

the underpass before the Tideway Tunnel is 

built but are now more supportive of our 

proposal providing it does not interfere with 

their works. A meeting will be arranged with 

the Principal Valuer at WBC to discuss the 

situation as it effects 4-6 Putney High Street 

which the Council has leased. 

Putney High Street: A meeting was held 

with Councillor Cook on 21 October in 

response to our letter and proposals for 

PHS, and the Panel will discuss this next 

month The consultation on delivery/loading 

restrictions has been responded to.  

Bus services to Roehampton. It seems TfL 

intend to maintain increased 72 bus frequen-

cy but the 265 is reverting to its original 

route to Putney Bridge Station. Roehampton 

to be re-evaluated for bus transport with an 

initial meeting in November.  

Transport 

Panel 

Acting Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 
 

  

 

Policing 

Thamesfield. Richard Smith is the new Borough  

Commander. PC Alistair Adams, Sgt Omid Ghangizi and 

PCSO James Lennox are the Thamesfield based officers, and 

together with a ‘floating’ team,  are called in when necessary, 

they patrol our streets. Thamesfield’s crime figures, when 

compared with the rest of the Borough, and the whole of 

London aren’t bad at all. It is astonishing though how many 

people continue to leave things in their cars, from phones, 

computers, tablets to expensive golf clubs. The August  

figures below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are big changes to lost property. The Metropolitan 

Police will no longer formally record or issue lost property 

reference numbers. E.g. if you find a set of keys with no ID, 

you must ask locally/go on forums/look on 

www.immobilise.com, but otherwise the police just don’t 

have the manpower or time. If you don’t have any luck, 

you’ll just have to throw them away. Owners of serial/

uniquely identifiable numbers will be encouraged to register 

items as lost via the same site, and for bicycles bikeregis-

ter.com. See  also www.met.police.uk/lostandfound. 

The police auction items that aren’t claimed from lost prop-

erty can be found on two sites: www.police-

auctions.org.uk and www.police-information.co.uk. 

There are lots of bicycles! It seems that, if insurance has paid 

out, people don’t bother to check to see if their old bikes 

have been found. MARK your property, so that it’s easy to 

trace if lost. 

If any members attend the meetings about policing in other 

Putney wards apart from Thamesfied let Vicky Diamond 

know.  

mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.imobilise.com
http://www.bikeregister.com
http://www.bikeregister.com
http://www.met.police.uk/lostandfound
http://www.police-auctions.org.uk
http://www.police-auctions.org.uk
http://www.police-information.co.uk


AROUND AND ABOUT IN THE BOROUGH 

 The Battersea Society are holding a public meeting on air 

pollution in Battersea on Tuesday 11 November at 7pm in All 

Saints Church, Prince of Wales Drive (near Queenstown Road 

roundabout. 

 Following the Society’s Members’ Meeting in June a ‘Friends 

of Wandsworth Park’ is taking shape. A further open meeting is 

planned for November at the Cat’s Black pub in Northfields. To 

be kept informed email: friendsofwandsworthpark.gmail.com. 

 Repairs to a leaking main drain in the Upper Richmond Road 

mean that there will be weekend closures which come into force 

in mid-November warn TFL and Thames Water. 

 Work is going on apace at the old Cantinetta site in  

Lower Richmond Road. Growing Antipodean restaurant chain 

Brew-Café is planning to open in November. 

The Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators have  

published a new boundary map with significant changes. 
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judithchegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  cmcmill38@gmail.com  

Bulletin Editor & Website: Nick Evans, 29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS  ncsevans@gmail.com  

Membership: Chris Orriss  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Panels  

Community Panel: Victoria Diamond, vickysw15@aol.com,  

 07746 022654  

Transport Panel: Stephen Luxford,  

 

 

Open Spaces Panel: John Horrocks, john.horrocks10@btinternet.com,  

 020 8789 2956 

Buildings Panel: Andrew Catto, ac@andrewcatto.co.uk,  

 020 8785 0077 

New Chair for Putney Society 

 

Carolyn McMillan has bowed out  

after four-and-half years as one of the 

most successful Putney Society Chairs.  

A farewell party was held on the 30 Sep-

tember when a group of members and 

friends expressed their thanks and  

appreciation for all her valuable work and 

presented her with a bunch of flowers.  

  

But we will not lose Carolyn entirely as 

she has swapped roles with new Chair 

Judith Chegwidden who many  

members will know well as an Executive 

Committee member and past Chair of the 

Society.  

  

Carolyn McMillan (left) presented with  

flowers. She has become Hon. Secretary  

having swapped roles with new Chair  

Judith Chegwidden  
Time to think about mental health 

At least one in four of us will be affected by metal illness at some 

time in our lives. While the pattern of mental healthcare has changed 

and more support is provided at home, there is still a need for some 

in-patient beds. Our local provider, South West London and St 

Georges Mental Health Trust together with the local Clinical 

Commissioning Groups, are looking at the best way to provide  

inpatient mental healthcare which gives people the best chance to 

recover in a good environment.    

Most of the existing facilities are old and badly need replacing.  

Should new in-patient beds be concentrated at Springfield University 

Hospital in Tooting, or is it better to have a multi -site solution, 

including Queen Mary’s Hospital in Roehampton? Read about the 

options in full and complete the response form at 

www.kingstonccg.nhs.uk/have-your-say/.  There is an  

opportunity to hear more about the proposals at a meeting on 

Wednesday 9th November, 7pm-9pm at Conference Room A, 

Building 14, Springfield University Hospital, 61 Glenburnie Road, 

SW17 7DJ. Judith Chegwidden  

http://www.batterseasociety.org.uk
mailto:www.friendsofwandsworthpark.gmail.com
http://www.brew-cafe.com/LDN.html
http://www.wpcc.org.uk/election.html
mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:ncsevans@gmail.com
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
http://www.swlstg-tr.nhs.uk
http://www.swlstg-tr.nhs.uk
http://www.kingstonccg.nhs.uk/have-your-say

