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MEMBERS’ MEETING 

Thursday, 24
 
January 2013, 7.30pm 

Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

IMPROVING PUTNEY HIGH STREET 
 

The Society has been working for some time on a campaign to improve air quality on Putney High Street.  Progress has 
been made with the introduction of new hybrid and other low-emission buses, thanks to the Council’s very positive support, 
but much more remains to be done.   
 
How can the High Street environment be further improved, not just the air quality but also the street layout?  Could further 
de-cluttering be undertaken?  Would widening the pavements for the benefit of pedestrians make the smoother flow of traf-
fic – important in minimising pollution – more difficult?  Is there anything to be done about traffic volumes and can the free-
for-all of delivery lorries be better managed?   Should a 20 mph limit be introduced?   Are there other pedestrian and cyclist
-friendly measures which could be taken? 
 
Our speakers will include David Irwin, a long time Putney resident and Society member and town planner who has devel-
oped his own proposal to improve the High Street; Cllr Jonathan Cook, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for the Envi-
ronment, and Cllr Russell King, Cabinet Member for Planning and Transportation, who together will set out the Council’s 
current approach and plans for the future of our High Street. 
 
Following these talks will be a panel discussion, to include Jon Irwin, Co-Chair of the Wandsworth Environmental Forum.   
 
Come and have your say on how our High Street environment can be further improved. 

 
Open to all members and friends 

 

 

Putney Library Staff 
Win Award 
 
The staff at Putney Library won a 
Staff Recognition Award at the 
Civic Awards Ceremony under the 
community engagement cate-
gory.  Staff were recognised for 
‘going the extra mile’:  The nomina-
tion was for making Putney Library 
a central feature during the Olympic 

Road Race weekend, with a pop-up café, live TV cover-
age and lots of displays, events and activities for all.  This 
encouraged residents to come together and celebrate the 
Olympics.  On 6 November staff from all over the Council 
gathered together in the Civic Suite to celebrate the out-
standing achievements of their colleagues.   
 
The above picture was taken on the day outside the pop 
up café: 
 
Left to right:  Sinead Chambers, Charlene Coleman, Jane 
Picciano and Alison Williams. 

A Christmas Donation to Headway 
Picture: Becky Newman with James 
Cracknell at the Dor-
chester on December 7. 
Becky was a finalist for 
‘Campaigner of the 

Year’.                               

 

We are pleased to announce a Christmas donation to Head-
way, (www.headway.org.uk)  a charity whose purpose is to 
support brain-damaged people, their families and their car-
ers.  Such people on discharge from hospital often find them-
selves unable to work or support their families.   

Headway, founded in 1979, has grown into a national organi-
sation, and their SW London branch has recently started to 
operate in Putney.  Becky Newman is a trustee of this branch 
– you may already know her as the owner of the Bricklayer’s 
Arms in Putney (www.bricklayers-arms.co.uk)  She raises 
funds by running extreme marathons, and was recently 
named a finalist for Headway’s UK Campaigner of the Year 
Award by running The North Pole Marathon in temperatures 
of – 30 degrees, and she plans to run in future marathons 
too! 

We have agreed to give £1000 to help Headway’s devel-

oping activities in Putney. 

http://www.headway.org.uk
http://www.bricklayers-arms.co.uk
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday, 24     January  Members’ Meeting, Brewer Building, St. Mary’s                7.30pm               (page1) 

 

Putney Society Christmas lunch 

On 8 December we held a very successful and enjoyable 
lunch at B@Juan’s on Upper Rich-
mond Road. About 45 members at-
tended the meal including of Rt Hon 
Justine Greening MP. Our speaker 
was Tracy Edwards MBE, who skip-
pered the first all-female crew in a 
round the world yacht race. She told 
us about how she became a sailor, 
sea sickness, and the difficulties and 
dangers associated with sailing a fast catamaran the size 
of a tennis court - particularly in heavy seas near the Ant-
arctic.  She has written a book about her experiences 
(Living Every Second) which can be obtained from her 

website:  www.tracyedwards.com.  

Tracy is the patron of several charities including Regen-
erate which works with young people and families in 
Roehampton and estates across London (website:  
www.regenerateuk.co.uk). 10% of her book sales goes to 
Regenerate this Christmas. 

THAMES TUNNEL UPDATE 

Clean Thames Now and Always (CTNA), an environmental 
pressure group, held an information meeting at St Mary’s 
Church on Thurs 13 December to put forward alternative 
proposals to Thames Water’s plans to build a £4.3bn tunnel 
under the Thames to divert and collect foul storm water run-
off from the Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) located 
along the river.  

CTNA propose that instead of putting rainwater straight into 
the drains, we should adapt our buildings and streets to 
absorb, delay and return it to the ground.  This means 
green roofs, more trees and planting in the streets and wa-
ter permeable paving installed over a 20 year cycle.  They 
say their alternatives will be more environmentally friendly, 
save considerable sums of money and be far less disrup-
tive.  However, TW’s plans still appear to have full govern-
ment support despite growing opposition.   

Presentations from Prof Chris Binnie, an independent con-
sultant who produced the original Thames Tideway Strate-
gic Study Group report, the ecologist Dusty Gedge, Roland 
Gilmore of CTNA and Dr Mark Maimone, who led the highly
-acclaimed Philadelphia Sustainable Drainage Systems 
(SuDS) project, all  emphasised the attractions of Green 
Infrastructure (GI) and SuDS alternatives to the Thames 
Tunnel.    CTNA are seeking residents’ support for their 
petition to the Mayor to allocate funds for a full study of a 
SuDS-based alternative to the tunnel.  Further information 

is available on their website at www.cleanthames.org. 

While the Society fully supports the objectives of the 
Thames Tunnel we have concentrated our efforts on mini-
mising the impact of TW’s plans on Putney and on chal-
lenging the lack of a positive tangible legacy.  We are yet to 
be convinced that GI and SuDS can in themselves provide 
a complete alternative to the Tunnel but we do accept that 
they can make an important environmental contribution.  
We will watch developments closely and report again in due 
course. 

 

Subscription Renewal 

Society Members are reminded that subscriptions are due 
on 1 January for 2013. Subscriptions are being held at the 
same level for the fourth year in a row. For the majority of 
our members paying by direct debit this will be taken auto-
matically on or after 16 January 2013.  

For those paying by cheque please send a cheque made out 
to:  The Putney Society for £11 (for e-bulletin) or £13.50 
(for postal bulletin) to me at the address below. Your ongo-
ing support is greatly appreciated ! 

  

Bob Bowmer 

17 Felsham Road SW15 1AY 

 

TWO NEW EXCITING Wandsworth Historical Society 
PUBLICATIONS BY chairman DORIAN GERHOLD with 

colour illustrations 

Wandsworth’s Lost Fishing Village 

 

From the seven-
teenth century to the 
nineteenth an area 
dominated by fisher-
men and watermen 
flourished by the 
Thames in Wands-
worth, near the pre-

sent bridge.  This booklet tells the story of that remark-
able settlement, using manor records and a rich col-
lection of views and plans to follow the fortunes of the 
main families and examine the dwellings they occu-
pied.  It is illustrated in colour. £8.00 

 

Pubs of Wandsworth 

This fascinating booklet provides a short history of 
each of the public houses of Wandsworth, Earlsfield 
and Southfields, covering both existing and vanished 
pubs. £4.00  

 

Please send cheques payable to: Wandsworth His-
torical Society for £8 or £4 ( plus £1.50 pp) to 
Dorian Gerhold, 19 Montserrat Road, London 

SW15 2LD.  Thank you. 

http://www.tracyedwards.com/
http://www.regenerateuk.co.uk
http://www.cleanthames.org/


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
 

Buildings   January 9 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7pm 
   February 13 Wednesday  ditto    7pm 
 
Transport  January 8 Tuesday   9 Charlwood Road   7.30pm 
 
Open Spaces  January 3 Thursday   54 Festing Road   8pm 
   February 7 Thursday   71 Festing Road   8pm 
 
Community  January 10 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
   February 14 Thursday   ditto    8.15pm 

Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

I sometimes find it difficult to reconcile the continuing 
recession in the construction industry nationally with the 
equally unrelenting pressure to develop every remaining 
corner of Putney, now frequently on land being sold by 
the council.   The Society cannot and should not stop 
this, because the next generation need homes.  But we 
can and do lobby for what is built to fit in, and be well 
designed.    

Last month the panel met the developers to see and 
comment on initial plans for new houses and flats 
between Manor Fields and the old Elliot School, and for 
new flats in Oakhill Road.  Meanwhile on the Upper 
Richmond Road consent has been given for a 12 storey 
block to replace the offices at No.113, and there are 
preliminary signs that the VSO building may be next.   
But the recession or rather lack of funding means that 
the large Putney Place site opposite East Putney station, 
and Tileman House are still waiting their turn.   

Small scale changes too can have a big impact on 
neighbours if not done well. Last month we wrote to the 
government to oppose plans to double the size of 
extensions that don’t need consent; wrote to 
Wandsworth to oppose extensions over two front 
gardens, and advised a member how to complain where 
his neighbour may have built an extension bigger than 
consented.   

As pressing as the demand for homes is that for primary 
schools.  Our October members meeting showed the 
scale of demand, and it is clear from the planning lists 
that Wandsworth Council are looking to expand schools 
across the borough.  The new primary school on the old 
Putney Hospital site will, however, now have to wait for a 
third planning application following a legal challenge.    

We have now met the architects for the renovation of the 
Ark Academy, and have been encouraged by their 
overall approach, but understand that detailed 
negotiations continue with experts at English Heritage 
and the 20

th
 Century Society.  The temporary classrooms 

are in place and the pupils move in to these in February.     

Major work to enlarge the concourse and install lifts at 
Putney Station starts in earnest in February.   Network 
Rail has held one brief exhibition of the plans, the next is 
on 29 January in Putney library, 4-8pm. 

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

The Post Office is, as far as we know, due to open in 
the new site in mid January.  The Health Meeting we 
hosted on 22 November was a success, with much 
information imparted. Many thanks to the speakers, and 
all who were involved.  We realise there is still a great 
deal that we don’t know, and may host another meeting 
in a year’s time. 1 April is the date that a lot of new NHS 
groups come into being, so they will hopefully have had 
time to iron out the kinks. Healthwatch will take over 
from LiNK in April, and will comprise of a network of 
groups who use health and social care services with the 
aim of giving us a voice locally and nationally. There are 
35 medical practices in Wandsworth, led by the 
Wandsworth Clinical Commissioning Group. A full report 
on the meeting is on the Putney Society website. 

 

It is most important that everyone possible get involved 
with their GP’s Patient Group as, without feedback and 
input between patients and their health service 
providers, there will be cracks that will develop. The aim 
is to prevent this happening, and with our co-operation, 
we should be able to work together to make it better all 
round. There are 9 surgeries in Putney and 
Roehampton, so DO get involved. You can either be 
involved directly, and be part of the patient panel, or 
sign up to the email newsletter that will keep you 
informed. Check with your surgery. 

 

Don’t forget 111 is the new non-urgent NHS phone 
number. 

The Community Panel is looking for more members 
too. If you have any topic that you’d like us to look into, 
or would like to come and meet other Putney Society 
members, please let me know on vickysw15@aol.com. 
All ages welcome! Thank you. 

The Bulletin 

Letters for Bulletin:  

Maximum 150 words. By email to Bulletin Editor, or 

hard copy to Chairman, details page 4. Thank you.   

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
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Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

Fruits and berries for all! 

Trees and shrubs which provide fruit and berries can be 
of real benefit to us all - humans, animals and birds 
alike!  These plants can be seen as larders of healthy, 
seasonal food, a tasty supplement to our normal 
diet.  This is why The National Tree Council's 'Hedgerow 
Harvesting' project is gaining widespread support and 
deserves to be taken seriously by everyone. 

The Society's Members' Meeting on Thursday 28 
February at St Mary's Church will have an illustrated 
presentation by a Tree Council representative who will 
explain what the Hedgerow Harvesting campaign is all 
about: how we can get involved; what plants we could 
consider growing; suggested hedgerow recipes for jams 
to gin, etc; how schools might plant mini-orchards; 
possible hedges for our allotments, gardens and open 
spaces... and more. See next month’s bulletin. 

 

Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

We hope for a good turn out on 24
 
January when the 

Members Meeting is on Putney High Street – a subject 
close to all our hearts, surely! 

Alex Gautier has been working on a website for users of 
the 72 bus to record their experiences. We do not have 
take off yet, but we will tell you the address when it is up 
and running. 

 

The Bulletin 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan  38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: 

Don’t forget that some issues are covered at greater 

length on our website. Address below. 

Farewell, Malcolm 

  

Society Vice-President, Malcolm Andrews, died in mid-
December, after a long illness.  Malcolm was Chairman of 
the Society in the 1970's and served for many years as our 
Transport Panel Convener.  He led the Society's opposition 
to the GLA's Ringway 2 proposal to build a new four-lane 
motorway through Putney north of the railway-line, destroy-
ing hundreds of houses.  He had, earlier, led the demands 
for the barrier to be installed in Charlwood Road - to stop 
the road being used as a High Street by-pass.  

  

An architect, his Andrews Sherlock Partnership designed a 
number of Putney developments: Cotman Close and North 
Lodge Close in Westleigh Avenue and Tibbets Close in In-
ner Park Road - design-winning schemes.  He was a tree 
enthusiast - his garden in Charlwood Road had rather more 
trees than the neighbours thought it should!  Following the 
1960's Dutch Elm disease epidemic and the destruction of 
our Elm trees and the national 'Plant a Tree in '73' cam-
paign, Malcolm helped to set up the Society's Tree Fund, 
enabling us to plant trees, locally, most years, ever since. 

  

Malcolm's was a major contribution to the Society's 
work.  He will be much missed.  Our deepest condolences 
go to Wendy and the family.  

Pear trees for Putney!  

Just eleven days before Christmas, early on Sunday 
morning of December 16 pear trees were planted by 
the borough council along Putney High Street - in full 
leaf! 

  

Well done!  But why, when the Society asked for trees 
to be planted in the High Street in the 1970's, were we 
told that, because of all the pipes and services under 
the pavements, trees were not possible? 

  

This didn't put off local activist, Sian Baxter, who man-
aged to persuade the council that, after all, space could 
be found for six trees.  Well done, Sian! 

Putney Pantry: Michele@parisrentalconnections.com 

Monday to Saturday : 7.30am to 6pm Sunday: 11am – 6pm 

The new café is now open in St Mary’ Church and offering a 
range of meals throughout the day starting with early morning 
breakfast from 7.30 am, with barista coffee and many teas. 
There’s “kids happy hour” after school,  afternoon tea and on 
certain evenings tapas accompanied by a glass of wine. On 
Sunday, a traditional roast lunch eaten at the communal table 
or in smaller groups. The cafe caters for any bookings made at 
the church for parties, christenings or meetings.  Also for off-
site lunches. 

The cafe is run by Issa Cissokho a Malian born Franco-
African who has been living and working as a chef in London 
for over 20 years (Cafe des Amis du Vin in Covent Garden, 
Organic Café,  head chef for Anthony Worral Thomson at his 
Notting Grill restaurant and also worked at other well known 
restaurants such as Gordon Ramsey's Petrus.   

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:Michele@parisrentalconnections.com

