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   Annual General Meeting: Thursday, 21 March  
 
Our AGM will take place in the Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, on Thursday, 21 March at 7.30pm. The guest 
speaker is Lucy Neal of Transition Town Tooting. More details next month. 

The Executive Committee (EC) of Putney Society, which runs the charity on behalf of its members, is elected every 
year at the AGM. We need committed and enthusiastic people on the Committee. Can you spare some time? 
Could you contribute in any way? A nomination form is enclosed with, or attached to, this Bulletin, for nominations 
to the EC of members who could help with running the Society. The EC meets twelve times a year to discuss local 
issues, reports from panels, set and monitor budgets, plan our members’ meetings and social events etc.  
 
This is your chance to get involved with our efforts to make Putney and Roehampton better places to live and 
work. Nominations need both a proposer and a seconder, who should be Society members.  
 
If you want some more information about what serving on the Committee might entail please ring or email the Chair-
man (details p. 4). 
Please send completed forms to our Secretary - details on the form. Thank you. 

 

Members' Meeting 

Thursday 28 February at 7.30pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge 

 

         Hedgerow Harvesting - fruit and berries for all!   
The Tree Council is running a national campaign to get trees and shrubs 

planted which will provide fruit and berries of real benefit to us all - 

humans, animals and birds alike!  The campaign is gaining widespread 

support. 

Our speaker, Jon Stokes of The Tree Council, will give us an illustrated 

presentation to explain what the campaign is all about and how we can 

get involved in creating green larders of healthy, seasonal food; a tasty 

supplement to our normal diet.  

What plants should we grow?  Recipes for jams to gin, etc!  How our 

schools might plant mini-orchards.  Fruiting hedgerows for our allotments, 

gardens, parks and commons?  There are so many possibilities. 

The meeting will also hear about the Wandsworth Tree Wardens scheme.  Tree Wardens are community-based 

volunteers who are enthusiastic supporters of trees and are prepared to devote time to champion them.  After 

training, Tree Wardens become involved in gathering information, local liaison, practical projects and protecting 

trees.  These four roles are the core of this Tree Council-backed scheme.  Could you be a Tree Warden?  Come and 

find out at our meeting. 

For further information, please look at The Tree Council website:  www.treecouncil.org.uk 

http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday, 28      February  Members’ Meeting, Brewer Building, St. Mary’s                7.30pm                (page1) 

Thursday, 7      February  Talk: Wandsworth Museum    7.30pm             (below) 

Tuesday, 26  to 2     February/March  Putney Arts Theatre, ‘Out of Order’   7.45pm             (flyer) 

Tuesday, 12                    March   Visit to The Charterhouse    2.15pm             (below) 

Thursday, 21      March   AGM, Brewer Building. St. Mary’s   7.30pm             (page1)
    

VISIT TO THE 

CHARTERHOUSE 

Date: Tuesday 12 March  

Ticket: £10.00 per person 

Time: 2.15pm 

 Duration: 1 1/4 hours. 

 

T h e  L o n d o n  C h a r t e r h o u s e 
(www.thecharterhouse.org) is a historic complex 
of buildings in Smithfield dating back to the 14

th
 

century.   It began as a Carthusian priory and in 
1611 it became an almshouse and school.  
(Charterhouse School moved in 1872 to a new site 
in Godalming).  The almshouse, a home for 40 
gentlemen pensioners known as Brothers, still 
occupies the site today as Sutton’s Hospital in 
Charterhouse.  It is one of the best preserved 

historic sites in London. 

As it is a private residence, visits have to be pre-
booked tour.  Our tour will commence at 

2.15pm. and will last about 1.1/4 hours. 

To book your place please send a SAE 
together with your name, phone number 
and email address, together with a 
cheque for £10.00 made payable to:        

‘The Putney Society’, to:  

Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards 
Lane, London SW15 6QH.  Please book early. 

Thank you. 

 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL! 

Society Members are reminded that subscriptions are 
now due. Subscriptions are being held at the same 
level for the fourth year in a row. For the majority of 
our members paying by direct debit this will have been 
taken automatically on or after 16 January 2013.  

For those paying by cheque please send a cheque 
made out to:  The Putney Society for £11 (for e-
bulletin) or £13.50 (for postal bulletin) to me at the 
address below. Your ongoing support is greatly 
appreciated ! 

 Bob Bowmer 

17 Felsham Road SW15 1AY 

 

38 West Hill, SW18 1RX 

THE FINAL WHISTLE:  

A LONDON RUGBY CLUB AT WAR 1914-1918 

Date: Thursday, 7 February Time: 7.30pm  

Ticket: £5.00 

Discover the story of fifteen men killed in the 
Great War, who all played rugby for one London 

club, Rosslyn Park. 

Together their stories paint a portrait in miniature 
of the entire War. Author Stephen Cooper will be 

signing copies of his book after his talk. 

E: contact@wandsworthmuseum.co.uk 

T: 020 8870 6060 

W:www.wandsworthmuseum.co.uk 

 

LETTERS: 

Dear Sir, 

It was good to see in the January Bulletin recognition of 
Malcolm Andrews’ inspired leadership in opposition to 
the proposal for a motorway across Putney. It is 
salutary to recall how divided opinion was—the Society 
Minutes show that the Committee vote was very close—
7 to 6 against the proposal, I think it was. And I clearly 
remember being dismayed at a Members’ Meeting at the 
time, by the audience displaying much more interest in 
the question ‘How much money will I get if they pull my 
house down?’ than in the question: ‘What can we do to 
help prevent this threat to our environment?’. 

And too it is Society lore that, the only time a 
Convenorship has ever been contested (for the 
Transport Panel), Malcolm had to fight for it against an 
opponent who, it would seem, thought that Charlwood 
Road ‘being used as a High Street bypass’ was a good 
idea. 

But how much more have opinions really changed? The 
Committee has, more recently, declined to support the 
Campaign Against Traffic in Richmond Park and the 
move to keep private motor vehicles off Hammersmith 
Bridge when it reopened after lengthy repairs; and 
rumour has it that its current members are by no means 
unanimous that Twenty is Plenty. 

Derek Purcell (Vice-President), Dryburgh Mansions. 

http://www.thecharterhouse.org
http://www.wandsworthmuseum.co.uk


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
 

Buildings  February 13 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Rd   7pm 
   March 13    ditto 
Transport  February  5 Tuesday  11 Werter Rd    7.30pm 
   March 5     9 Charlwood Rd 
Open Spaces  February 7 Thursday  71 Festing Rd    8pm 
   March 7     54 Festing Rd 
Community  February 14 Thursday  6 Norroy Rd    8.15pm 
   March 14    ditto 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654)  

As you will have heard in the national news, some police 
station front offices in the Metropolitan area are facing 
closure to free up funds for more street policing - part of the 
Mayor's Office Police and Crime Consultation.  Jubilee 
House Police Counter in Putney will close, but the Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams will still be based there.  The 
consultation on the future runs until 6 March, 2013. Please 
do send in your thoughts. You can access the plan and 
consultation documents below: 

www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Draft%20Police%
2 0 a n d % 2 0 C r i m e % 2 0 P l a n % 2 0 2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 6 %
20CONSULTATION%20DRAFT%20FINAL.pdf 

There will be a public meeting in Wandsworth Town Hall on 
Tuesday 26 February 8pm - 9pm.  The Community Panel 
agree that police leaflets etc are more use in the community 
in places such as libraries and supermarkets. There is little 
evidence that police buildings are being sufficiently used to 
warrant their upkeep in present times.  

If anyone is involved with a local Safer Neighbourhood 
Team (apart from Thamesfield and Roehampton) please 
contact me as the Society is seeking a wider representation 
of views. 

The panel noted the closure of Oakhill Rd sheltered 
housing - which was a building unsuited to access needs. 
Whilst the borough does have sheltered housing for all, 
there is little sign that developers are interested or able to 
produce cost-effective private sheltered housing for the 
retired elderly to spend their twilight years in Putney. 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

 

A WALK IN THE PARK 

Wandsworth Park is the largest council-run open space in 

Putney.  It is a historic Victorian Park and is listed as 

such.  There is an interesting information board at the 

south-eastern corner of the Park giving its history. 

But does the Park need a bit more tender loving care? 

Some of our members have been telling the Society's 

Open Spaces Panel so and we have decided to take these 

concerns seriously.  Is there a case for some 'crowd-

funding' to be organised, to enable specific enhancements 

to be carried out in the Park -paid for by those who are 

asking for them?  It seems most unlikely that the borough 

council will be able to pay for any improvements to the 

Park.  New funding ideas are needed. 

Perhaps we need a better understanding of the Park's 

special qualities and its less satisfactory elements.  To help 

us to appreciate these issues better, we are arranging a 

'Springtime in the Park' walk on a week-end in March, date 

and time to be agreed.  Come and join us.  Full details in 

the March Bulletin. 

The Bulletin 

15 TREES TO GO? 

Barratts have published their early ideas for the 

development of the open space areas at Elliott School 

for a new housing scheme.  The land is being sold by 

the borough council.  The site for development adjoins 

houses in Westleigh Avenue, the flats in Manor Fields 

and, to the south, the flats and houses of Hayward 

Gardens.  All these neighbours will have a particular 

interest in the way the proposed development affects 

the existing mature trees on the school site - a critical 

amenity which needs protection. 

Some 15 of these mature trees are proposed to be 

felled by Barratts.  The Open Spaces Panel is very 

concerned about this and is following up our concerns 

with all those who have a role to play in the 

consideration of this development scheme.  

FREE SMARTPHONE APPLICATION 

A free smartphone Application called TiCL (for Android 
and iOS devices) is fast becoming ‘The Putney App’. 
The Society has been working with a local hi-tech SME 
to display  Putney’s best and sometimes overlooked 
features in a revolutionary new way – on your 
smartphone or tablet.  Using the App as you move 
about Putney the visitor or resident can find and make 
a ‘trail’ of the best that Putney has to offer – its Putney 
Society Blue Plaques, Putney Debates, Sculpture Trail 
and many more of the hidden gems The Society has 
highlighted for you over the years. Take the TiCL App 
out with you in Putney this weekend and have fun 
discovering more about your town. There’s lots about 

local businesses too. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Draft%20Police%20and%20Crime%20Plan%202013-2016%20CONSULTATION%20DRAFT%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Draft%20Police%20and%20Crime%20Plan%202013-2016%20CONSULTATION%20DRAFT%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Draft%20Police%20and%20Crime%20Plan%202013-2016%20CONSULTATION%20DRAFT%20FINAL.pdf
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Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

The Christmas break, which by now seems far gone, 
usually means a reduction in planning applications and the 
Panel’s workload in January.  For Putney this was true, but 
the Town Hall chose the middle of the holiday to post a 
new planning application for the Ram Brewery site.  Not in 
Putney?  True, but 32 storeys that close by will still loom 
large over many Putney streets.  Take a look online (ref 
2012/5286) and add your own comment if you agree. 

Otherwise what really gave us a break was the ever more 
apparent understaffing in Wandsworth’s planning 
department.  The proposed tower at 113 Upper Richmond 
Road, due to December’s Planning committee has been 
deferred and is now expected to be agreed in January, 
after this is written.  We’re still waiting to see the Council’s 
applications for the details of what is to happen to Elliot 
School, and their third try to get consent for a new school 
on the Putney Hospital site.   

Surprisingly, in the midst of all this, the better local builders 
are as busy as ever, bucking the national trend.  Some of 
you may be thinking of extensions, repairs or alterations at 
home to keep them busy.  For those of you, and everyone 
else wondering if your home could be greener and more 
efficient, our members meeting on 18 April will focus on 
what we can all do – some at little or no cost, and much 
that will pay for itself.   Details in the April Bulletin.    

 

‘Boris Bikes’ come to (some of) Putney  

Like it or loath it, the blue liveried Barclays cycle hire 
scheme has become an established part of the central 
London scene.  In 2012 any extensions to the scheme 
went east to cover the Olympic venues.  This year will see 
the scheme extended westwards into Battersea, Fulham 
and (just) into Putney, as far as the High Street / Upper 
Richmond Road.  South and West Putney will have to wait 
for the next expansion, probably some years down the line.  
As with most changes today the first sign of this was a very 
short lived public exhibition in the Exchange in October, 
and we are now seeing the planning applications for the 
actual docking stations.    

TfL tell us that the docking station sites need to be on 
publically owned space next to a road where the cycle 
distribution vehicles (vans with trailers) can stop to load 
without causing traffic chaos.  That rules out the Red 
Routes of Putney High Street and Upper Richmond Road, 
and is why the sites proposed are not immediately outside 
the stations.  In Putney we don’t have wide pavements, so 
the sites are all existing parking bays in residential streets.   

 

The Bulletin 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: 

Don’t forget that some issues are covered at greater 

length on our website. Address below. 

Some residents have understandably objected to loss of 
parking where they live and have asked about the Society’s 
position.   We believe that the cycle hire scheme is good for 
Putney as a whole with the potential to reduce car depend-
ence and improve our air quality, an important Society cam-
paign, and perhaps ultimately help the parking situation.  
We will however ask our council to review it’s reasons for 
not providing some spaces that might otherwise have been 
chosen close to the stations and shops. 

Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

There is no report from the Transport Panel this month. 

Letters for Bulletin:  

Maximum 150 words. By email to Bulletin Editor, or 

hard copy to Chairman, details page 4. Thank you.   

HOUSE BOATS FOR PUTNEY PIER? 

The owner of Putney Pier has submitted a planning 
application to the council which proposes: "The erection of 
two pontoons on east side of the Pier to provide 11 
additional residential mooring berths and 2 visitor mooring 
berths with ancillary sewage pump and bicycle store on 
pontoon and keel sleepers to river foreshore.  Provision of 
mono-pile fender on the upstream end of the existing 
pontoon for riverbus use.  Formation of raised platform with 
roof over on the deck of the main pontoon." 

This proposal is raising serious concerns amongst the 
Putney Embankment community - both local residents and 
the boating interests. The application was discussed by the 
council's Conservation Areas Advisory Committee (on 
which the Putney Society is represented) at its January 
meeting.  The Committee was very concerned about the 
impact the scheme would have on the iconic view of the 
river from Putney Bridge, the significant and detrimental 
effect it would have on the character and appearance of the 
Putney Embankment conservation area and the damage 
that would be done to the existing boating activities on this 
part of the river.  The Committee came out strongly against 
the application, which it considered would be a wholly 
unacceptable exploitation of the river. 

You can write to the Borough Planner at the town hall with 
your views on the application, quoting reference: Application 
2012/6044.   

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

