
 

 

November 2012 

The amenity society for 
Putney & Roehampton 

The Bulletin 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 
Registered Charity No:  263242 

     Members’ Meeting 

Thursday, 22 November at 7.30pm 

St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

CHANGES TO YOUR HEALTHCARE AND SERVICES IN WANDSWORTH, AND WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT 

 

The Community Panel of The Putney Society is working closely with Wandsworth Local Health Commissioning 
Groups and PutneyMead Group Medical Practice (one of the largest practices in the UK with over 23,000 patients), 
to organise this Meeting. We hope to learn a lot as well as get answers to questions such as: 

 

- Are you aware of potential A&E closures in our area? 

- What are Acute Care Centres and where will they be? 

- What is Better Service Value? 

- What is Choose and Book? 

- How can patient transport to and from GPs and hospitals be improved? 

 

Speakers will include: Dr Houda Al-Sharifi, Director of Public Health Wandsworth; Mike O’Bryan, Patient Repre-
sentative on Local Commissioning Group, Heathfield Practice; Dr Peter Ilves, Danebury surgery and chair of West 
Wandsworth Local Commissioning Group. On the Panel: Karen Harris, Practice Managing Partner Putneymead, a 
representative from Social Services, and the Chair will be Jeremy Ambache, ex Link, Healthwatch and Chartfield 
patient representative. 

 

 

The Putney Society Christmas Lunch 

Saturday, 8 December : 12.30pm : £25.00 pp. 

Members are advised that this will be held on Saturday 8 December from 12.30pm at 
B@Juan’s,  which is located at 240 Upper Richmond Road. A three course meal will be served 
- we shall have vegetarian options too. Details of the food options will be included with your ticket. 

 

Cost is £25 per head but this does not include drinks - these can be purchased at the restaurant. 

  

We are delighted to advise that our guest speaker will be Tracy Edwards,
(www.tracyedwards.com)  who is a British sailor. In 1989 she skippered the first all-female 
crew in the Whitbread Round the World Yacht Race, becoming the first woman to receive the 
Yachtsman of the Year Trophy in 1990 and was awarded an MBE. She is patron of several 
charities, including the Roehampton Trust. 

 

We are sure that this will be a popular event. As tickets are strictly limited please send a S.A.E plus a cheque for £25 

per person   made out to: The Putney Society and send  to Bob Bowmer at: 17 Felsham Road, London SW15 

1AY. Thank you.                            

         

http://www.tracyedwards.com
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Friday  2 November  Bishops Park, Firework Display       From 6pm      (below) 

Thursday  8 November  Putney & Roehampton Cancer Research UK Christmas Fair 9am-3pm      (below) 

Thursday  22 November  Community Panel Members’ Meeting            7.30pm     (page 1) 

Friday  30 November  Putney Christmas Lights and Market                3pm—7.45pm     (below) 

Saturday  8 December  The Putney Society’s Christmas Lunch                       12.30pm     (page 1) 

 

Putney Christmas Lights & Market 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Putney Partnership is finalising details for the next 

Putney Christmas Lights and Market event on Fri-

day 30
th

 November 2012; once again with great en-

tertainment and family fun, a huge Christmas tree, 

Christmas carols, a large Christmas market, food, 

drink, lantern parade, official lights switch-on, bouncy 

castle, carousel and live music.  

 

Last years event was a big occasion and proved ex-

tremely popular with families, office-workers/

commuters and visitors - it’s estimated that over 2,000 

people attended.  

 

This year the school choirs, bouncy castle and carou-

sel will keep the children happy, while the live music, 

mulled wine and hot food keep the adults amused! 

Wandsworth Council in conjunction with Putney Part-

nership/Putney Commercial Forum organise the mar-

ket, the festive lights, entertainment, and help promote 

the event and festive lights switch-on ceremony at 

6pm. This year’s event will be held on: 

 Friday 30
th

 November, afternoon and evening 

(approx. 3pm - 7.45pm). 

 

More details: W: www.wandsworth.gov.uk/putney 

Putney & Roehampton Cancer Research 

UK Christmas Fair 

 

When: Thursday, 8 November 

Where: Bank of England Sports Centre, SW15 5JQ 

Time: 9am—3pm 

 

Last year over £40,000 was raised for research in 
Pancreatic Cancer. This year the funds raised will 
be supporting research to Oesophageal Cancer. 
Over 70 stalls selling gift cards and food stuffs. 

12.5% of takings go to CRUK. 

Free parking. 

 

W: www.bankofenglandsportscentre.co.uk 

 

 

 

BISHOPS PARK  

FIREWORK  

DISPLAY 

 

When: Friday, 2 November 2012 

Where: Bishops Park, SW6 

From: 6pm 

Display: Children’s 7.15pm, main 8pm 

Admission: £7.00 on the day for over 5s 

Advance Tickets: £5.00 from the Lyric Theatre box 

office. 

 

W: www.lyric.co.uk 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/putney
http://www.bankofenglandsportscentre.co.uk
http://www.lyric.co.uk


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
 
 

Buildings   November 14 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7pm 
   December 12 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7pm 
Transport  November 6 Tuesday   9 Charlwood Road   7.30pm 
   December 4 Tuesday   tbc 
Open Spaces  November 1 Thursday   54 Festing Road   8pm 
   December 6 Thursday   71 Festing Road   8pm 
Community  November 15 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
   December 13 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 

£250,000 replacing cable stolen from Thamesmead 
housing estate 
 
Finally, there has been an increase in the theft of 
items from vehicles. Please ensure you don’t leave 
anything in your cars! 
 
 

 

Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

By the time you read this our members’ meeting about 
the provision of schools will have passed, and we will all 
have found out what Wandsworth Council plan to do 
about rising school numbers and where they intend to 
find the land for play as well as classrooms.  Education 
however will still be a key concern to the Panel until we 
see a final resolution to Elliot School, which we must now 
learn to call the ARK Putney Academy.  The name may 
have changed but there’s still no listed building 
application.   

Meanwhile, the council has granted itself consent for the 
new primary school on the site of Putney hospital.   

 

The other topic that never seems to go away is tower 
blocks.  St James’s twin towers replacing the Capsticks 
building next to East Putney station are rising fast, but 
not so the two other giants which have planning consent 
but don’t seem to have finance.  Meanwhile, a new 
application is in for 113 Upper Richmond Road, which 
the panel saw in advance.  We have asked the Council 
for less height and better protection for the trees on site.  
Unlike the application for the ‘Putney Blades’ which 
seems to have stalled thanks to strong opposition from 
members and the new Burstock Road Residents 
Association (which we have been advising).   

 

The panel will shortly be asking the Council to take 
action against a rash of steel shutters appearing on 
shops, which give the streets a desolate appearance at 
night.  We already have a list, mainly on the Upper 
Richmond Road, but please let me know of others.  

 

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

The Post Office has confirmed they will be relocating to 
197 Upper Richmond Road, SW15 6SG and will open 
on Monday 26 November, where it will operate as one 
of their new style main Post Office branches. The 
current Post Office will close at 1pm on Saturday 24 
November. The new Post Office Opening hours will be: 
Mon – Sat 09:00 - 17:30  and one of the counter 
serving positions will also open for the same hours as 
the shop: Mon - Fri 07:00 - 19:00, Sat 09:00 – 17:30. 
Fu l l  de ta i l s  and in f orm a t ion  are  on : 

www.putneysw15.com 

The Government is about to enforce regulations to 
prevent scrap dealers giving cash payments for metals. 
However, the scrap metal industry remains poorly 
regulated and the MP for South Croydon, Richard 
Ottaway, is to bring in a Private Member's Bill which 
aims to remedy the situation. Wandsworth has been one 
of the first Councils to sign up to the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Heritage Crime, in partnership with 
English Heritage, the Crown Prosecution Service and 
the Police Service. As a first step it would be helpful 
if people would write to our MP supporting the Bill. 
In recent years, with the steep rise in the value of 
commodities, metal theft has spiralled out of control. 
Quite apart from the cost of replacing the metal, the cost 
of repairing damage and the disruption to the public has 
been enormous. Lead has been taken from roofs, 
cables from the railways as well as drain covers, 
memorial plaques, and even connections on fire 
hydrants. Interestingly, although sculptures have been 
stolen, this is usually because the thieves believe that 
they are copper, whereas bronze is comparatively low in 
value. An example which sheds light on how financially 
draining this is on Councils, is Bexley Council. The 
figures are for 2010-11: 

634 Metal thefts.159 lead thefts, 121 copper thefts, 63 
catalytic converter thefts. 
£75,000.replacing stolen riser valves (from fire hydrants 
in social housing) 
£52,000 replacing stolen drain covers  

The Bulletin 

http://www.putneysw15.com/


 

 

Page 4 

 

Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

Putney Station – Access for All scheme 

Paula Hausted, the Network Rail (NR) Project Sponsor 
and 3 others from NR, and 2 representatives of the main 
contractor (C Spencer) presented the scheme at our 
Members’ meeting in September. Work is expected to 
start in December or January. Plans of the scheme are 
shown on our website. The lateral corridor will be 
widened by about four times, gates will be moved 
towards the platforms. There will be new stair cases, 3 
lifts to carry wheel chairs (or 16 people), and an 
improved ramp into the station from the street. 

 

One problem will be that the tapering platform restricts 
the width of the staircase to Platforms 2 & 3. We have 
suggested putting a banister in the centre to separate the 
flows, and also bicycle gutters under the outer handrails. 
We asked for the old cast iron brackets to be 
incorporated into the new design. The memorial garden 
with boats will be reinstated after the works. 

 

Another problem is going to be how passengers will 
access their platforms during the works. NR proposes to 
keep one existing or new staircase open at a time and 
have a temporary bridge spanning the three platforms. 
Thus, we will all have to go down up and down again to 
get to a platform. This will be difficult for the less mobile 
and those with luggage. We suggest that the temporary 
bridge is extended to the south to allow passengers to 
access the station through one of the gaps in the 
buildings along Upper Richmond Road. A temporary 
ticket office and gates could be set up in portacabins. NR 
said that the landowners would charge them a bomb, but 
we should insist that they examine this proposal 
properly. 

 

NR will ask SWT to reschedule trains so that platforms 1 
and 4 are used more than 2 & 3 during the works. If this 
is successful, it may be continued. 

 

NR will be leafleting and holding public drop sessions in 
the next two months. All members – especially the active 
commuters amongst you – are encouraged to attend 
these sessions and to reinforce the points that we have 
made above. 

 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

 

Elliott School - green issues 

 

It is expected that the council will be announcing, 
shortly, the name of the developer who has bought the 
open space land at Elliott School, which is being sold off 
to raise money to spend on the essential refurbishment 
of this Grade II listed building.  The land being sold 
includes groups of mature trees which are an important 
amenity enjoyed by local residents, especially those 
overlooking the school site from the adjoining Manor 
Fields, Westleigh Avenue, Hayward Gardens and 
Carslake Road. 

 

Considerable interest has been shown in the need to 
protect these mature trees when the anticipated 
residential redevelopment of this open spaces site is 
designed.  The Society shares this interest and this is 
why we have been in correspondence, since last May, 
with Justine Greening MP, Cllr Jonathan Cook (the 
council's cabinet member for the environment) and the 
Borough Planner, Seema Manchanda, to seek their help 
in securing the protection of these mature trees. 

 

What is needed is a Tree Preservation Order, to be 
made by the council, to apply to the land which the 
council is selling and which comes into effect once the 
ownership of the land has changed from the council to 
the developer.  Without a TPO, the trees could well be 
lost.  This is what we have seen happen, unfortunately, 
on other sites in our area, redeveloped in recent years. 

 

Fortunately, green issues like this are taken seriously by 
almost everyone.  The Society is, therefore, confident 
that the retention of these important mature trees at 
Elliott School will be a vital consideration when the 
planning application proposing the new housing 
development on the school's open space is submitted in 
due course.   
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan  38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: 

Don’t forget that some issues are covered at greater 

length on our website. Address below. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

