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Next Members’ Meeting 
Thursday June 28, 7.30pm 

Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

 

The Thames at Putney - a Fishy Story? 

 

The seriously polluted state of the Thames at Putney is a problem not just for our rowing community - the fish don't 
like it much either!  When we have heavy summer showers, the sewer discharges into the Thames can lead to seri-
ous loss of fish stocks.  The proposed Thames Tunnel should make the river better for both the rowers and the fish. 

 

So we can have a better understanding of the fish community in the Thames at Putney, our speaker, Dave Bartlett, 
Fisheries Technical Officer (Upper Tidal Thames, Wandle, Hogsmill and Beverley Brook), at the Environment 

Agency, will give an illustrated talk on this issue and his specialist work in this field. 

 

This meeting will also be given an update on the Thames Tunnel proposals so far as they affect the Putney fore-
shore.  John Horrocks and Hugh Samuel, for the Putney Society, will explain the latest Thames Water designs for 
the Tunnel on Putney's river frontage. 

 

There will be time for questions and discussion.  

REMINDER: 

VISIT TO THE POPPY  

FACTORY  

RICHMOND  

THURSDAY,  21 JUNE  

Time: 1.30pm  

The Putney Society has arranged for a tour of the Poppy 
Factory in Petersham Road, Richmond, which was estab-
lished in 1922 as an independent charity to provide employ-
ment for disabled servicemen after the First World 
War.  We will see an introductory film about the Factory and 
its history and then visit the ‘shop floor’, giving us the oppor-
tunity to meet some of the employees and see how poppies 
and wreaths are made.  Numbers will be limited to 25.  

Our tour will commence at 1.30pm, will take about two 
hours and includes tea and biscuits.  The Factory is 15 min-
utes walk from Richmond Station or 5 minutes by No 65 
bus from the station.  Unfortunately, no parking is available 
at the Factory.  

To book your place please send a SAE with your name, 
phone number and email address, together with a cheque 
for £5.00 made payable to: 

‘The Putney Society’, to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan 
Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH.  You will be 
sent further details. Thank you. 

Diamond Jubilee Tribute 
 

On behalf of the Executive Committee 
of the Putney Society I should like to 
give our warmest congratulations to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II who 
celebrates her Diamond Jubilee, the 
60th Anniversary of her Accession, this 
year. She is the second longest serv-
ing Monarch in a thousand years of 
British history and is Head of a Com-
monwealth of two billion people, in fifty-four nations over five 
Continents.  

 

The Society would like to honour Her Majesty for her commit-
ment to a lifetime of duty. We are therefore taking up Wands-
worth Council’s offer to local residents to mark 60 years of 
the Queen’s reign by installing our own specially engraved 
paving stone in Church Square, near the war memorial. We 
hope installation will take place within the coming month. The 
paving stone and installation will be funded through the great 
generosity of a bequest from the late Mr. Anthony Seton 
Jones, a member of Putney Society who lived on Putney Hill.  

 
Carolyn McMillan 
Chairman  
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
 

Sunday  3 June   Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Flotilla        (below) 

Wednesday  13 June   Meet the Commons Conservators        (below) 

Thursday  21 June   Visit to the Poppy Factory, Richmond        (page 1) 

Monday  25 June—Thurs 5 July Putney Art School Annual Students Exhibition       (page 4) 

Thursday  28 June   Next Members’ Meeting, Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church     (page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

JUBILEE BANK  

HOLIDAY WEEKEND 

Over 150 street parties are 
planned to take place throughout 
Wandsworth over the Bank Holi-
day Weekend, June 2-5.  

On Sunday, June 3 the parties 
will be part of the Big Lunch 
Event—a national day of street parties aimed at bringing 
people together. 

 

THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBI-

LEE FLOTILLA 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3 

2012 

(2pm-6pm) 

 

Around 200 boats will launch along Putney Embankment to 
join the Royal pageant of up to 1,000 boats from around the 
world. The pageant starts near Battersea Reach, but will tail 
back past Putney Bridge to Hammersmith Bridge due to the 
large number of boats involved.  

It will be one of the largest flotillas ever assembled on the 
river.  

 

W.www.thamesdiamondjubileepageant.org 

Meet the Commons Conservators 

 

The Wimbledon & Putney Commons Conservators are holding 
their Annual Open Meeting on Wednesday, 13 June at 
8.00pm.  This year it will be at the St Paul's Community Centre, 
Inner Park Road, off Wimbledon Parkside. 

It is a good opportunity for us all to meet the Conservators and to 
hear about their management of the Commons. They will report 
on the current issues on these vital open spaces -  which are 
such a precious element in our local environment.  There will be 
time to raise questions and to ask about any matter which might 
have been causing concern. 

Refreshments served at end of meeting. 

The Society’s new Secretary 
 

Welcome to our new Secretary: Judith Chegwidden. 
Judith has kindly stepped forward to fill this vital role 
within the Society.  She will be known to some of you as 
she is a former Chairman of the Society (1996-1998) and 
a local councillor (1974-86). She has also hosted our 
bulletin stuffing at her house for some years. We are de-
lighted to have her back with us on the Executive Com-
mittee. 

 
Thames Tunnel – update on Consultation process 

 
Thames Water recently released its revised plans for the 
Thames Tunnel project following the second consultation 
round.  The key aspects are very positive: 
1. Barn Elms will be saved from major disruption as the 
Carnwath Wharf site is preferred as the primary W London 
construction site, following vigorous campaign by Putney 
residents. 
2. Lesser works (2-3 yrs) at Barn Elms will connect the 
combined sewer overflow (CSO) pipe at the mouth of Bev-
erley Brook to the Tunnel, requiring far less space. 
3. There will be a separate 4-week consultation of local 
residents on the proposed location of the access road to 
the Beverley Brook CSO site.  TW propose using the 
Queen Elizabeth Walk route which has recently been used 
by the Environment Agency for their own works at Bever-
ley Brook.  This route seems to be preferred by most resi-
dents and should prevent damage to trees along the 
Brook.   
4. The Putney Bridge Foreshore CSO site layout is still 
under consideration including the design and precise loca-
tion of the temporary replacement slipway.  Thames Water 
have indicated that they will respond to residents’ con-
cerns and make increased use of the river for construction 
work to alleviate pressure on local roads.  They will also 
hold a specific 4 week consultation of local residents to 
consider the exact site location and layout of the perma-
nent structures which will be left there.   
 
Details of this consultation will also be announced on 6th 
June.  This will be our opportunity to influence the ex-
tent and shape of the legacy we will be left with once 
the works are completed. 
 
It should also be noted that TW will hold drop-in meetings 
at the Wetlands from 2pm to 8pm on June 13/14 and at 
London Rowing Club 2pm to 8pm on June 20/21. 

http://www.thamesdiamondjubileepageant.org


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings   June 13  Wednesday  Sainbury’s,   Werter Road                    7pm 
   July 11  Wednesday  tbc    7pm  
  
Transport  June 12  Tuesday   11 Werter Road   7.30pm 
 
Open Spaces  June 7  Thursday   71 Festing Road   8.00pm 
   July 5  Thursday   54 Festing Road   8.00pm 
 
Community  June 14  Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
   No Meeting in July 

  
It is important to note that the Protection of Freedoms Bill which 
is currently making its way through Parliament and is likely to 
become law later this year will make the clamping of vehicles 
on private property illegal.  This will apply to council property 
AND property owned by the WPCC. 
 
This means that the clamping of private vehicles on the Putney 
Hospital site WILL NOT BE AN OPTION. 
  
I would be grateful if you could publish a retraction, as it has 
led to much misplaced speculation 
Thank you in anticipation 
 

John Horrocks responds:   I am grateful to Cllr Maddan for his 
advice on this issue.  The demise of wheel clamping will be 
good news for all those who have been caught by the 
clampers!  I note that the Protection of Freedoms Act, which 
outlaws wheel clamping on private land, gained Royal Assent 
in April.  Section 54 of the Act makes it a criminal offence to 

clamp cars on private land 'without lawful authority'. 

Full details on:    

http://www.transportxtra.com/magazines/parking_review/
news/?id=30626 

I understand that our council will have 'lawful authority' to 
clamp vehicles.  It will certainly need to be ready to take action 
against any vehicles parked on the new access road to serve 
the proposed new school and flats on Putney Lower Common - 
as the council has agreed to do. 

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

We would like to congratulate the Council on the opening 
of the Newlands Community Hall on the Putney Vale 
Estate. A much needed local meeting place. 

We continue to keep our eye on developments on the 
Putney Hospital/school site, and now Elliott School has 
come to the fore. 

 We are also starting to make plans for a Members’ 
Meeting to be held in the autumn on NHS changes – we 
are aware that there are some nebulous plans afoot, and 
are doing our best to keep abreast of the coming 
changes. If you are interested in these, do get in touch. 
Putneymead Medical Practice is still keen to have more 
patients on their health panel – they’re doing a terrific job 
trying to collate and share information between patients 
and doctors - more info on their website. Thank you. 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

 

Mature trees to go? 

  

One of the things people living in Putney and 
Roehampton like about it here is the abundance of 
mature trees in our parks, commons and private 
gardens.  These trees enhance our environment and 
give us all pleasure, especially in the summer when the 
green canopy is at its finest.  For those living in flats 
without a garden space of their own, looking out onto 
trees can be particularly important and comforting. 

  

This is why, when redevelopment schemes are 
proposed which involve destroying mature trees, people 
can get very upset.  It is dismaying when our council 
seems, so often, happy to grant planning permission for 
such schemes.  The trees go and they are seldom, if 
ever, replaced.  Look at the London Plane trees on the 
frontage of Southside shopping centre, Wandsworth 
High Street - gone and going (and not replaced).  There 
are examples in Putney and Roehampton too. 

  

This is one of the issues in the Elliott School complex 
saga.  The first stage in this scheme involves the 
destruction, by the council, of two mature Norway Maple 
trees.  What effort, if any, has the council made to retain 
them?  If these trees go, what then for all the other 
mature trees on the school site?  Will the adjoining 
residents in Manor Fields, Hayward Gardens and 
Westleigh Avenue have to look out, in the future, onto a 
redeveloped school site with hardly any trees left?  All 
the evidence points in this direction. 

  

Does our council place any  value on mature 
trees?  The answer is unclear. 

  

 Wheel Clamping on Putney Lower Common 

Comment from Cllr Jim Maddan:  

In John Horrocks comments (May 2012 edition) about the 
Putney Hospital site, he makes much of wheel clamping 

The Bulletin 

http://www.transportxtra.com/magazines/parking_review/news/?id=30626
http://www.transportxtra.com/magazines/parking_review/news/?id=30626


 

 

 

Panel Reports Continued: 

Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

Whatever else is happening to the economy, there’s no slow down 
in the developers’ enthusiasm for building big in Putney.  On the 
Upper Richmond Road, the first of the blocks approved last year is 
now rising towards an eventual 11 storeys next to East Putney 
Station.  The next target is closer to the river.  Planning application 
2012/1833 wants to put a 15 storey ‘icon’ close to the bottom of 
the High Street, right behind St Mary’s Church as seen from the 
Bridge and impacting on the appearance of at least three 
Conservation Areas.  You and your neighbours saw off the similar 
Putney Place blocks only by the sheer volume of public comment.  
Go to www.wandsworth.gov.uk, follow the link to ‘Find a Planning 
Application’ and respond.  The panel will of course comment for 
the Society, but we need all of you to join in and add your voice.   

 

Many of you did vote in the Exchange when the owners displayed 
six ‘options’ for the entrance facing the High Street.  886, more 
than twice as many as for anything else, voted for retaining the 
whole existing entrance.  But this isn’t the answer they wanted, so 
they are claiming that 902 votes (total) for the other 5 options 
means we all want the current entrance replaced by something 
looking like the library extension.  Whilst the library’s nice in its 
own right, it was designed in another century.  But thanks to 
Putney standing up to be counted the  Alan Younger stained glass 
will be saved, framed as intended.   

 

Schools are the other big topic keeping us busy.  By the time you 
read this the Council may have given itself consent for a new 
primary school to be shoehorned into the Putney Hospital site.   
Meanwhile they are selling twice as much land from the grounds 
of Elliott School, to pay for the maintenance backlog, but have yet 
to publish what they plan to do to this listed building.  Time for 
some joined up thinking at the education department and a review 
of where to provide for the follow on boom in secondary pupils as 
well as the 2014 primary school bubble? 

 

Fortunately the volume of small applications seems to have 
reduced, but we still check these and comment when the Council 
needs reminding of its own policies, such as not allowing dormer 
windows on front roofs in streets where these are not original.   

Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

Our MMM on 26 May was on Air Pollution and Putney High Street. 
TfL are introducing new buses which will have some effect on the 
air quality, but Hybrid buses alone will not make the air quality 
meet European standards. Our second speaker (unannounced in 
the last bulletin) was Professor Brian Price of Aston University 
Mechanical Engineering Department. He gave a fascinating look 
at the future with technologies that are proven but have not yet 
been applied. His basic message was that the technology is there 
but the political will to apply it is needed – in other words money is 

needed. It looks as if we have a long campaign in front of us! 

No new issues have arisen this month. Meanwhile get ready for 
the Olympic Cycle Race coming down Putney High Street on 28th 
and 29th July. The whole of south west London is likely to be grid 
locked! 
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan  38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden   judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  enquiry@putneysociety.org.uk  

Plans to sell Elliott School playgrounds 

 

The Society is concerned about the loss of amenity to future 
generations of Putney’s children envisaged by the sale of play-
grounds and open-air facilities at Elliott School.  The Council 
say selling the land to developers is necessary to pay for ex-
tensive multi-million pound refurbishment of the school.  We 
think that the loss of the playgrounds will have a negative im-
pact on the setting of the Grade II listed building. We are writ-
ing to the Leader of the Council to ask: 

*How the condition of the listed buildings could have been al-
lowed to deteriorate so much that parts of the building are now 
dangerous. 

*Why the Council is pursuing the sale of land and putting in a 
planning application for temporary works to house the pupils 
during the projected main refurbishment works, when there are 
still no costed proposals for work on the main listed building. 

* If there is no alternative but to dispose of surplus land could 
some land be used for educational purposes and a much 
needed new primary school built on the site that could serve 
East and West Putney residents and even east Thamesfield, 
given the accessible location. 

We would like assurance from the Council that no binding 
agreement to sell land will be entered into until there is a 
costed, consulted and consented scheme for the school itself. 
We feel that the proposal to sell off the land for development is 
being rushed through without due consideration and that the 
consultation period should be extended beyond 25 May.  

Our letter will be posted on our website. 

Putney Art School Annual Students Exhibition 

Oxford Road, SW15 

Date: 25 June—5 July   

Time: 10.00am—8.00pm Mon to Friday, 10.00am—2.00pm Sat. 

Please come along to the Annual Students Exhibition. 

Work will range from fine art, print making, experimental media, 
book illustration, digital design including photography and ceram-
ics.   

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:enquiry@putneysociety.org.uk

