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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 26th May at 7.30 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

The Council, ‘Localism’ - and Planning 

The Putney Society has always been closely involved in Wandsworth Borough Council’s 

handling of planning applications for new developments in Putney and Roehampton. It is 

indeed a very important element of the Society’s work. This is why the proposals in the 

Government’s Localism Bill, and their possible effect on planning, could be so significant 

for amenity societies. What changes might we expect? 

Councillor Nick Cuff, our speaker, has chaired the Council’s Planning Applications 

Committee for the past year - its main function, as the name implies, being to decide on 

planning applications. He will tell us about the role of the Committee and the effect that 

‘localism’ might have on planning in our borough - in our ‘neighbourhood’. This will be 

of particular interest to members, given the large-scale developments coming forward in 

our area. Councillor Cuff is a Putney Councillor. 

The meeting is open to all Society members and friends. 

Refreshments available. 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

The AV (Alternative Vote) Debate 

St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge, 

in association with The Putney Society 

Chaired by Peter Riddell 

Tuesday 3rd May at 7.30 pm 

Do make every effort to attend and join in this most 

important debate, just before the referendum, on one 

of the most significant constitutional and electoral 

issues for over a century (see also April Bulletin). 

The Rt. Hon. Peter Riddell, a former Times political 

journalist, will chair this debate at which former 

Lord Chancellor Lord Falconer will speak for the 

‘No to AV’ lobby and Lib-Dem deputy leader Simon 

Hughes for the ‘Yes to Fairer Votes’ faction. After 

which, the debate will be opened up to the floor. 

We hope that those who can will visit our 

new website (address p. 4), on which some 

issues are covered in greater depth than 

space in the Bulletin allows and on which late 

changes and/or additions are announced. 

Members’ Meeting: ‘The Big Society’ 

St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

Thursday 23rd June 7.30 pm 

We have been hearing a lot recently about 

the idea of the ‘Big Society’, but in what 

ways will it empower local communities, 

encourage social action or open up public 

services? The Putney Society is hosting a 

debate, to include Justine Greening MP,  

Councillor Tony Belton, (Leader of the 

Wandsworth Labour Group) and another 

speaker/s, to be advised, at which these and 

other issues will be covered. 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Tuesday 3 May  The AV Debate St Mary’s Church 7.30 pm (page 1) 

Saturday 14 May Coach trip  RHS Wisley    !! THIS TRIP IS CANCELLED !! 

Thursday 26 May Members’ Meeting Council Planning etc  7.30 pm (page 1) 

Wednesday 1 June  Unveiling of Plaque ‘Edward Gibbon’ 7.00 pm (page 4) 

Thursday 23 June Members’ Meeting St Mary’s Church 7.30 pm ‘Big Society’ (page 1) 

Wednesday 29 June Members’ Visit Kelmscott House 2.00 pm (page 4) 

Tuesday 12 July  Summer Coach Trip Hinton Ampner etc 9.15 am (page 4) 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 

individual’s own and not necessarily the views 

of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 

than we have space for, letters should be 

concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 

or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

Thames Tunnel 
Dear Sir, 

The Stop the Shaft campaign is a rousing call to action. 

But is it what our Council and our Society really want? 

Are they content that the pollution of the Thames should 

continue indefinitely; and if not, what do they suggest as 

an alternative to the proposal to excavate a super-sewer 

(or infra-sewer)? 

It seems to me that we’re really being asked to support a 

Put the Shaft in Someone Else’s Backyard campaign. 

Derek Purcell, Dryburgh Mansions 

‘Putney Square’ 
Dear Sir, 

What a nuisance block - the new one at the ex-Putney 

College [South Thames College] site, Putney Hill. 

Workmen laying the pavement there have removed the 

public seat, and the one and only bus stop is being put 

out of use for several weeks. We hope the new tenants 

will not have any say as to whether the seat will be put 

back in use - they might think it is their pavement! 

Mrs I Bedrylo (and others), Carlton Drive 

Panel Reports (cont. from page 3) 
Open Spaces (cont.) 

Interestingly, they see the next fifty years being dominated 

by the battle to achieve a balance between the active users 

(dog walkers, cyclists, runners, game players etc) and those 

who have less of an environmental impact and are just 

looking for quiet enjoyment. The problem of increasing 

demands on open spaces and their finite nature can only 

become more demanding. They also see park funding as a 

major problem, with its government grants going from 

95% of income to below 50%, with every indication that it 

will fall further. 

Gifts, commercial enterprises, shops, concerts and parking 

charges are all needed to make up the difference. They also 

bemoan the loss of 14 species including the brown hare, 

pheasant, grey partridge and the water shrew. 

On another front, the Wandsworth Environmental Forum  

has rolled out its response to the Council’s park services 

consultation. Despite these austere times, WEF had a long 

shopping list, including adult swings, green gyms, and 

more cycling provision, drinking fountains and toilets. Plus, 

a biodiversity audit, greater use of bicycles by the police, 

parks to use freight bicycles, cafés to encourage fair trade, 

solar-powered lighting for sports pitches etc. 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Health Service Provision 

Jeremy Ambache (committee member, Wandsworth Local 

Involvement Network - LINk) and Jeremy Walsh (SW 

London and St George’s Mental Health NHS Trust) were 

guests at our Panel meeting on 12th April. 

There was a lively discussion about the proposed changes 

to the NHS, what their impact will be both nationally and 

locally, and what we can do to influence services locally. 

This is a massive subject, with some members well versed 

in the current workings of the NHS and the details of the 

proposed changes, whilst others know little about either.  

JA spoke about the increased role of GPs and GP consortia 

under the new legislation, and the fact that very few people 

make use of the opportunities already available to influence 

their GP practices. He also spoke about Wandsworth LINk 

as an excellent forum to influence care across the borough. 

Attention was drawn to an article in the British Medical 

Journal, which highlighted a number of issues with the 

NHS legislation passing through Parliament, including the 

threat to the academic training, research and ‘deaneries’ 

which underpin the medical profession. There was also 

concern at the fact that the Boards of GP Consortia are not 

required to meet in public, as PCT Boards are. 

It was agreed that this topic warranted a Community Panel 

Members’ Meeting later this year, on the general theme of 

‘How NHS changes in health and social care will affect you 

as a user of  its services’, with invited speakers covering a 

range of roles. In effect, a ‘panel’ (incl. e.g. a local GP, and 

representatives from the PCT, Social Services, LINk.etc) to 

discuss how the current legislation will impact local health 

and social care services. The date will be announced in the 

Bulletin and on the website. 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 

and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Jonathan Callaway (07768 907672) 

Air Pollution - Volunteers Needed 

The well-attended open meeting on 14th April heard a lot 

more about air pollution levels in the High Street - all fairly 

horrifying. London, by measured standards of PM10 par-

ticulates and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels, is the most 

polluted city in Europe, whilst Putney High Street is one of 

the most polluted shopping streets in London. Spikes in 

local air quality are way beyond EU limits: the Council’s 

own figures confirm that kerbside monitoring in 2010 

showed that NO2 hourly mean levels were exceeded 2,602 

times, whilst the EU limit is now just 18 per calendar year!

On a more positive note, limits for PM10 levels were met. 

London’s air quality “exceedances” will result in heavy EU 

fines at government level, which will get pushed down to 

the Mayor and to individual councils. Taxpayers should 

beware! Finally, as if we didn’t know, the primary source 

of particulates and NO2 is motor vehicles, specially diesels 

of all types, from cars to heavy lorries and buses. 

So what do we do next? Councillor Sarah McDermott, 

Cabinet Member for the Environment, took us through the 

main action points of the Council’s programme but the 

impression remained that much more must be done - which 

needs to be outcome based, i.e. there must be measurable 

improvements from each action. Before the meeting, we 

put 14 possible actions to the Council and we have sent 

them a summary of further ideas which came up during it. 

All will be placed on our website. We also announced our 

own monitoring project to reinforce the council’s findings, 

and support for more meaningful actions. 

Our plan. We have agreed with Mapping for Change, a 

social enterprise funded by University College London, 

and the London 21 Sustainability Exchange, to undertake 

an air quality monitoring project on a number of streets 

around Putney Cross, to include Disraeli, Norroy, Burston  

and Ravenna Roads, and St John’s Avenue. WE NEED 

VOLUNTEERS IN THESE ROADS TO BE READY 

TO SET UP SIMPLE-TO-OPERATE MONITORS and 

submit their findings. A meeting will be set up to show 

volunteers what they have to do, and the exercise should 

last no longer than a month. Contact Jonathan Callaway on: 

callahiljo1@btinternet.com, or by phone, if you can help. 
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Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

Deputy Convenor: Mark Poulter 

Second tall building approved by Council 

The Society has been fighting building developments of 

inappropriate height and mass on Upper Richmond Road 

(URR), and in the main town centre, for several years. It is 

therefore disappointing to report that, on 14th April, the 

Planning Applications Committee voted to approve the 

application for a building of up to 13 stories at 77-83 

URR, aka the Capsticks site, near East Putney Station. 

Whilst the Society has supported the need to redevelop 

this site, we objected to the now approved development on 

the basis that the building height is increased by 5 storeys, 

or 60% more than the existing building, and the develop-

ment is ‘crammed’ onto the site, exacerbating the pressure 

on local services, parking, on-street loading etc. 

In spite of 155 objections, a 122-strong petition against 

and a letter of objection from the local MP, the proposal 

was approved, even though the Council’s officers noted 

that the application broke many of the Council’s very own 

recently developed policies when recommending approval. 

This raises serious questions about whether the policies 

are worth the paper they are written on, in view of their 

selective and opaque application. 

The Capsticks site is the second high-rise to be approved 

recently on URR. The first was Tileman House, which 

was reported on last month, and approved at 11+ storeys. 

This development failed to meet three out of four of the 

design principles for the site set out by the Council in 

2010. As a result of the issues arising from both these ap-

provals, we propose to take up the matter of adherence to 

policy and process with senior members of the Council. 

Our May Members’ Meeting on 26th May will have Cllr.   

Nick Cuff, the chairman of the Planning Applications 

Committee, coming to talk to us about the Committee’s 

work. And about Localism … residents defining what they 

want of their neighbourhoods. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

Local Parks 
While we hold our breath, awaiting what the next round 

of Thames Water’s sewage tunnel plans will bring, we 

were interested to see that the Friends of Richmond Park 

are celebrating their Golden Jubilee - making them nearly 

as old as the Putney Society. 

(continued on page 2) 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  May 12  Thursday  7 Dealtry Road  7.30 pm 
   June 9  Thursday  14 Magdalene House, Manor Fields 7.30 pm 
Transport  May 10  Tuesday  10 Luttrell Avenue 7.30 pm 
   June 7  Tuesday  11 Werter Road  7.30 pm 
Open Spaces  May 5  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   June 2  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  May 11  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm
   June 8  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 



Unveiling of Edward Gibbon Blue Plaque 
The Society will unveil its 7th plaque at the Stables Arch, 

next to Bright Cook House, 39 Upper Richmond Road, at 

7.00 pm on Wed 1st June, commemorating Edward Gibbon,  

author of The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 

Empire and born in 1737 at Lime Grove, Putney, where he 

spent part of his childhood. Professor. David Womersley of 

St Catherine’s College Oxford, author of many books on 

Gibbon, will unveil the plaque and then give a short talk at 

the reception, sponsored by Chesterton Humberts, to be 

held at Destino next door. Booking essential: 

email sue.rolfe@fsmail.net. 

Visit to Kelmscott House 

Wednesday 29th June, 2.00-4.30 pm. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for a private tour of Kelmscott House, led by 

curator Helen Elletson. Located on the north bank of the 

Thames near Hammersmith Bridge, just past the Dove pub, 

Kelmscott House was the final home of the designer, poet, 

typographer and ardent socialist, William Morris, who 

moved there in April 1878. The tour and talk will include 

the role of the house in the private press movement 

(Morris’s press is still in use in the house); how the Coach 

House became a key venue for members of the Hammer-

smith Socialist League in the 1880s; the links with Merton 

Abbey, where his textiles were produced; and examples of 

the exquisite wallpapers, watercolours and textile designs. 

The cost is £7, incl. tea and cake in the garden. THERE 

ARE ONLY 17 PLACES, on a first come, first served 

basis. To book, email sue.rolfe@fsmail.net or ring 07960 

097370. Please send cheques, made payable to ‘The Putney 

Society’, to Sue Rolfe, 15 Werter Rd, SW15 2LL. 

Meet at Kelmscott House, 26 Upper Mall, Hammersmith at 

1.50 pm. [485 bus to H’smith Bridge from Putney Bridge 

Road and Lower Richmond Road, by Kenilworth Court]. 

Subs now (over)due! 
Members are reminded that subs were due in January and 

we will withdraw membership on 30th June from those 

members who have not paid their subs by then. Non-payers 

will receive a personal reminder from me by early June 

2011, after which time no further reminders will be sent. 

Bob Bowmer, Membership Secretary 

We welcome the following new members: 

Gilda Rees, St John's Avenue; Maria Hemming, Tintern 

Close; AWM Smith, Upper Richmond Road 

Coach trip to RHS Wisley 
We regret that we have been obliged to cancel this event, 

planned for Saturday 14th
 May, as there were not enough 

applications for it to be financially viable. 

Summer Coach Outing 
Tuesday 12th 

July, a day in 

Hampshire. Meet 

9.15 for 9.30 am 

in Gwendolen 

Avenue, opposite 

the Methodist 

Church. First 

Winchester, with 

time for the cathedral and  lunch, then on to National Trust 

property, Hinton Ampner. An elegant house with magnifi-

cent gardens; plus  ‘Conservation Tuesdays’ when, at no 

charge, staff show how they conserve paintings, fabrics, 

books etc; home-made cakes in the tea-room; plants for 

sale. Free entry for NT members and those joining on the 

day; £7.50 for non-NT members. Back in Putney 7.00 pm. 

Cost £14 - coach fare and driver gratuity only. Cheques 

(payable to The Putney Society) + SAE to John Horrocks, 

2 Angel Mews, Roehampton High St, SW15 4HU. 

Wimbledon Art Studios       

May Open Studios Art Show 2011 

Thursday May 12th - Sunday May 15th 
London’s largest single-site art studio complex opens its 

doors to the public for 4 days. A perfect opportunity to buy 

original pieces from 130+ emerging and established artists, 

inc. painters, sculptors, ceramicists, photographers. 

Free Entry, Free Parking & Disabled Access. 

Thurs & Fri  2pm-10pm; Sat & Sun 11am-6pm 

Wimbledon Art Studios, Riverside Yard, Riverside Road, 

Earlsfield, London. SW17 0BB 

www.wimbledonartstudios.co.uk  

enquiries@wimbledonartstudios.co.uk 
Tel: 0208 947 1183; National Rail: Earlsfield Station; 

London Underground: Tooting Broadway. 

Photographic Competition 

Spring is well and truly here, so dust off your camera! This 

competition closes definitively at the end of May! There 

were full details in the Jan and Feb Bulletins; great prize of 

Andrew Wilson’s wonderful books of photographs. 
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Putney Society Contacts: 
Chairman Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 

Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 

Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 91 Chelverton Road, SW15 1RW  07833 773599 (mob) 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

The June Bulletin will be issued on 26th May, copy date 20th May 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   


