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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 23rd June at 7.30 pm 
St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

‘The Big Society’ 
We have heard a lot recently about the idea of the ‘Big Society’, but what is it? How will 
it empower local communities, encourage social action or open up public services? The 
Localism Bill is currently before Parliament. If approved, it may mean:  increased and less 
constrained building development; businesses taking the lead in proposing neighbourhood 
plans; the public given the power to approve or veto excessive council tax rises or to insti-
gate a local referendum on any local issue; local voluntary groups expressing an interest 
in running council-run services and so on. 
The Putney Society has organised a debate between Justine Greening MP, Councillor 
Tony Belton (former leader of the Wandsworth Labour Group) and Leo Martin (Putney 
Parish Action) in the course of which, many such issues will be covered, and you will 
have the opportunity to ask questions of the speakers. 

The meeting is open to all Society members and friends. 
Refreshments available. 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

Pick up an events programme 
in libraries or via: 

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/download/ 
4343/programme_of_events 

Success! After a long campaign led by 
the Putney Society, WBC will apply a 
20 mph zone in West Putney and the 
Dover House Road area, after a consul-
tation showed 80% in favour. Together 
with Wandsworth Environmental Forum and Wandsworth 
Living Streets we now want WBC to consult all residential 
areas in Putney and the borough. 
This is part of a nationwide campaign - long supported by 
the Putney Society - for the lower limit, which has been 
shown to markedly reduce casualties and fatalities and  
has been introduced in a number of boroughs across the 
country. Visit the website below to sign the petition: 

www.20plentyforus.org.uk 
We also plan to canvas two streets per ward to gather 
some more concentrated reaction to the petition. 
For more information or to get active in this campaign, 
contact Wandsworth Living Streets at: 

robert.molteno@googlemail.com. 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Saturday 28th May to Sunday 12th June   Wandsworth Heritage Festival (page 1) 
Wednesday 1st June Unveiling of Plaque ‘Edward Gibbon’ 7.00 pm (page 4) 
Thursday 23rd June Members’ Meeting St Mary’s Church 7.30 pm ‘Big Society’ (page 1) 
Tuesday 5th July  Members’ Visit Kelmscott House 2.00 pm (below) 
Tuesday 12th July Summer Coach Trip Hinton Ampner etc 9.15 am (page 4) 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 
individual’s own and not necessarily the views 
of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 
than we have space for, letters should be 
concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 
or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

We like hearing from you! 
There are many issues affecting our community: the 
planned ‘super-sewer’, traffic congestion, pollution,  
speed limits, applications for ever taller buildings in the 
borough, health service changes etc. The list goes on. 
You can air your views at monthly members’ meetings 
or panel meetings but a letter from you will reach every 
member of the Society. Don’t hesitate to write to us! 

Philip Evison, Editor 

[continued from page 3] 
Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 
‘Common’ down for a drink! 

As some will have noticed, the corner of Lower Common 
has been colonised by outside drinking tables for The 
Spencer. This 30 x 15 m space has been legally licensed 
from the Conservators for £1000. The arrangement ends in 
November, when the tables will be taken away. Rubbish 
must be cleared twice a day and the tables and chairs are 
available for the general public. The panel congratulates 
all sides on this deal. The more the Common is used the 
better, and if these tables encourage more people to come 
to the Common, well and good. Any support of local pubs 
is always a good idea and with government cuts, any extra 
revenue for the Commons is welcome. 
Elsewhere, in the pleasant green lane leading from Lower 
Richmond Road to the Horne Way estate, there is a fine  
row of  mature lime trees. At least there was a complete 
row until houses were built behind adjacent Danemere 
Road. Suddenly, the two trees next to and overshadowing 
the development died. Coincidence? The Council  recently 
bravely planted two replacements, which barely came up 
to the wall. ‘Coincidence’ struck again and these two fine 
saplings have been beheaded. 

A Little Blast from the Past 
Derek Purcell, one of our V-Ps, has supplied this memoir 
by Mrs Yvonne Chappell from the March bulletin of the 
Omnibus Society’s London Historical Research Group: 
My grandparents lived in Chelverton Road, Putney, from 
1901 to 1930. There is a bus garage at the end of the road 
where it meets High Street. I don’t know when it was built 
but at some time [1912] London General (presumably) 
changed from horse-drawn to motor buses. When they 
started training bus drivers, they chose to use Chelverton 
Road. Until then, it had been a quiet road but now there 
was crashing of gears, braking as if  for passengers and, I 
imagine, the occasional emergency stop! 
My grandfather complained to the garage, to no avail. He 
had Irish blood in him and, one day, lost his temper and 
threw a brick through the window of a bus passing his 
house. He ended up in court, and was presumably fined, 
but they never practised in Chelverton Road after that! 
How was he to know one of his granddaughters would 
marry a member of the Omnibus Society?! I never knew 
him but am told he had a soft heart and was maybe just 
trying to restore peace for his family and neighbours. 

Visit to Kelmscott House 
The original visit planned for 29th June was quickly over-
subscribed and a second has been arranged for Tuesday 
5th July, to accommodate the additional applicants. When  
the Bulletin went to press, there were still 4 places left on 
this ‘overflow’ visit. Full details in May Bulletin but if 
you’re interested, contact Sue Rolfe as soon as possible on 
07960 097370 or sue.rolfe@fsmail.net. 

Wandsworth Volunteer Infantry 
‘King and Constitution’: the Wandsworth Volunteer 
Infantry 1794 to 1809 is the title of a fascinating new 
book by Dermot Jones, just published by  the Wandsworth 
Historical Society. 
Fear of invasion by foreign powers brings to mind ‘Dad’s 
Army’ and England in WW2 but there have been many 
precedents. During the long Napoleonic Wars between 
Britain and France, Wandsworth - an insignificant Surrey 
village at the time - raised a company of armed volunteers 
to counter the threat from across the Channel. This book 
tells the stirring story of those parish forces and the way a 
small community responded to a great event. 
Copies are available price £4.00 plus £1.50 P&P from Neil 
Robson, 119 Heythorp St, London SW18 5BT or by 
emailing ngrobson@tiscali.co.uk. Please make cheques 
payable to ‘Wandsworth Historical Society’. 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 
and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 
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We tried to define what a ‘neighbourhood’ is, as this will 
play a part in the Big Society. It’s more difficult in a city, 
as some define it as the street they live in, some as a few 
streets, and others as the entire Borough. It is also going to 
be important to have a stronger community but we have to 
work out how to get younger people involved. 
We are going to join with the Battersea and Wandsworth 
Societies in a meeting on Education and Secondary School 
Provision, about which more at a later date. We may also 
arrange similar joint Society meetings on NHS changes, as 
they will affect everybody. A reminder to patients of the 
Disraeli Rd, Putneymead and  Balmuir Gardens surgeries 
that they will all merge in mid-June and will become the 
Putneymead Medical Centre, Carlson House, 266 Upper 
Richmond Road, opposite Dreams. If you have any topics  
you want to contact us about, please feel free to do so. 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

Growing concern 
There is growing concern about the way our Council is 
responding to proposals for tall buildings on sites in the 
town centre. There seems to be a curious willingness at the 
Town Hall for the Council to find developers’ schemes 
acceptable, even when these are apparently not what the 
Council’s recently adopted planning policies show they  
are seeking for these sites. What is the point of the Council 
and the public devoting a lot of effort and resources to the 
complex and time-consuming process of producing de-
tailed planning policy documents, only for the Council  to 
then fail to apply these documents seriously? 
This is what has happened with the recent granting by the 
Council of planning permission for the construction of tall 
buildings on the Tileman House and Capsticks sites on  
Upper Richmond Road. The approved new buildings will 
be bad for Putney. We are supposed to have a ‘plan-led’ 
system of development control: but that's not what we 
have in Wandsworth. ‘Ad-hoc-ery’ rules, OK!? 
Similarly, when the public response to planning applica-
tions is one of strong opposition, can it be appropriate for 
the developers’ schemes to be given planning permission 
regardless? What confidence can the local community 
have in our Council in these circumstances?  On the issue 
of tall buildings in Putney, are our councillors out of 
touch? The Putney Place scheme, for the site across the 
road from East Putney Station, which proposes a group of 
tall buildings, is expected to go to the Council’s Planning 
Applications Committee meeting on 16th June. 

[The Open Spaces Panel report is on page 2.] 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  June 9th  Thursday  14 Magdalene House, Manor Fields 7.30 pm 
   July 13th Wednesday  71 Festing Road 7.30 pm 
Transport  June 7th  Tuesday  11 Werter Road  7.30 pm 
      No meeting in July 
Open Spaces  June 2nd Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   July 7th  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  June 8th  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 
   July 6th  Wednesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

Road closures 
Note that there are plans to close Putney High Street and 
Upper Richmond Road from Putney Cross to Priory Lane 
on Sunday 14th August from 5.00 am to 4.00 pm for the 
Olympic Cycle Road Race trial! It is proposed to open the 
barriers on Lacy, Felsham & Charlwood Roads and to hold 
a large market on Church Square. The event is known as 
the London Surrey Cycle Classic and 29 international 
teams have already signed up. This will be a nuisance to 
some people (the shops are concerned about effects on 
trade) and an opportunity to others. Next year, the Olympic 
events will require similar closures on 28th and 29th July. I 
suggest that we should turn these into festive days, with 
fun for all. What do you think? Let me know on: 

hughrsamuel@btconnect.com. 
Partly in preparation for this event and partly because it is 
long overdue, Putney Bridge is going to be closed, to dig 
up the water pipes, which are leaking into the sub-base and 
causing bad rutting of the bridge’s road surface. We don’t 
yet have dates, or details of how the closure will be man-
aged, but will keep an eye on it and let you know. 
Meanwhile, the partial closure of Upper Richmond Road 
between Keswick Road and West Hill (one-way in the 
Wandsworth direction), as part of the ongoing gas main 
replacement, will continue until around mid-August. 

Best of luck to all those affected! 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Localism and the ‘Big Society’ 
At the last meeting, we had a lively discussion on Localism 
and the problems we are all going to have if/when this 
comes in to play. There is some doubt and confusion as to 
how it will work when it comes down to practicalities but 
at present, there is a great deal to learn on the subject. We 
also discussed ‘right to buy’, which will come in in April 
2012 - the right of the community to have the chance to 
buy certain buildings that play an important part in the 
community, e.g. post offices. And we talked about the ‘Big 
Society Bank’ and what role that could play. 



Unveiling of Edward Gibbon Blue Plaque 
The Society will unveil its 7th plaque at the Stables Arch, 
next to Bright Cook House, 139 Upper Richmond Road, at 
7.00 pm on Wed 1st June, commemorating Edward Gibbon,  
author of The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire and born in 1737 at Lime Grove, Putney, where he 
spent part of his childhood. Professor. David Womersley of 
St Catherine’s College Oxford, author of many books on 
Gibbon, will unveil the plaque and then give a short talk at 
the reception, sponsored by Chesterton Humberts, to be 

held at Destino next door. Booking essential: 
email sue.rolfe@fsmail.net. 

Sir David in Richmond! 
Sir David Attenborough will give a talk on the subject of 
the Lost God of Easter Island at the Duke St Church, Duke 
St, Richmond, on Monday 20th June at 7.30 pm, to raise 
money for Richmond Museum’s modernisation appeal. 
Tickets are £20 (includes a £15 donation) - children and 
students £10 - and can be bought by post from the Museum 
(with cheque and SAE)*. Apply, before 9th June please, to 
The Museum of Richmond, Old Town Hall, Whittaker 
Avenue, Richmond, Surrey TW9 1TP. 

For enquiries only, phone 0208 332 1141 or email: 
museumofrichmond@btconnect.com. 

*or from Open Book, King Street, Richmond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

We welcome the following new members: 
Amanda Lloyd-Harris, Langthorne St SW6; Jo Stocks, 
Fawe Park Road; Teresa Reynolds, Roehampton High St. 

Summer Coach Outing to Hampshire 
Tuesday 12th July. First stop Winchester, with time for the 
cathedral and lunch, then on to Hinton Ampner, an elegant 
house with superb gardens and, it being a ‘Conservation 
Tuesday’, staff will show how they conserve paintings, 
fabrics, books etc. 
Home-made cakes 
in the tea-room; 
plants for sale. 
Free entry for NT 
members and 
those joining on 
the day; £7.50 for 
non-NT members.  
Meet 9.15 for 9.30 am in Gwendolen Avenue, opposite the 
Methodist Church; back in Putney 7.00 pm. Cost £14 - 
coach fare and driver gratuity only. Cheques (payable to 
The Putney Society) + SAE to John Horrocks, 2 Angel 
Mews, Roehampton High St, SW15 4HU. 
This being our first summer outing for a while, there has 
been a steady flow of applications. Don’t leave it too late! 

Photographic Competition 
There was not, it has to be said, an overwhelming number 
of entries! But the panel was unanimous in choosing this 
dramatic shot (by Robin Heath in Landford Road) of the 
appropriately named Oliver Cromwell steam train about to 
pass under the Woodlands Way footbridge. 
Photographer Andrew Wilson commented: “I personally 
love steam trains and this entry has found a really good 
local spot to take the picture, with the old bridge columns 
adding a little extra drama. You could be out in the dales or 
somewhere, not 20 minutes from the centre of one of the 

world’s major 
cities.” 
So congratula-
tions to Robin 
(a suitable oc-
casion will be 
found to pre-
sent him with 
his prize) and 
thanks to the 
other entrants - 
see their work 
in the column 
opposite. 
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Putney Society Contacts: 
Chairman Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 
Secretary Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 
Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 
Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 92A Putney High Street, SW15 1RB 07833 773599 (mob) 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
The July Bulletin will be issued on 30th June, copy date 24th June 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

Sally Pilkington 

Charles Carne 

Jenny Michaels 

Charlotte Annand 


