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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 24th February at 7.30 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

Saving the Hedgehog 

Britain’s estimated 1 million hedgehogs are facing a tough future. According to one study, 

20 years could see the end of one of Beatrix Potter’s, 

and our, favourite mammals. 25,000 die on the road each 

year and a decline of natural habitats has led to unequal 

turf wars with badgers and foxes. London’s hedgehog 

population has declined by 40% in recent years and thou-

sands are killed by gamekeepers. Happily however, there 

is a dedicated band committed to saving the hedgehog, operating under the umbrella of 

the British Hedgehog Preservation Society. Sue Kidger from Twickenham has personally 

saved over 1,000 injured hedgehogs and found many of them safe garden homes. She will 

give a talk on her work, and bring along two of her prickly friends! 
 

The meeting is open to all Society members and friends. 

Refreshments available. 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

SOS!  
We are most grateful to those members 
who helped resurrect the Community Panel 
and those who have volunteered to assist  
Nick with social events. However, we are 
still looking for people to help with the 
Transport and Open Spaces Panels, and to 
act as deputy/assistant Bulletin editor. If 
you can spare a few hours per month, 
please contact any of the officers listed in 

the panel at the bottom of page 4. 

Website: We know you don’t all have internet 

access but for those who do, note that we have a 

new website (address p. 4), on which some issues 

are covered in greater depth than space in the 

Bulletin allows and on which late changes and/or 

additions to our programme are announced. 

Annual General Meeting: 24th March 

Our AGM will take place in the Brewer Building, St 

Mary’s Church, on Thursday 24th March at 7.30 pm 

-  guest speaker TBA. A nomination form is enclosed 

with, or attached to, this Bulletin, for nominations to 

the Executive Committee of members prepared to 

offer their input and time to the Society. 

The EC meets ten or eleven times a year to plan the 

running of the Society, to discuss local issues, set and 

monitor budgets, plan events etc. This is your chance 

to get involved with our efforts to make Putney & 

Roehampton better places to live. 

Nominations need a proposer & seconder, who 

should be PS members. Please send completed forms 

to the Secretary Martin Jubb - details on the form. 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday 24 February Members’ Meeting Brewer Building 7.30 pm ‘Hedgehogs’ (page 1) 

Thursday   3 March Visit to National Army Museum, Chelsea 10.15 am (page 4) 

Thursday 24 March AGM   St Mary’s Church 7.30 pm (page 1) 

Thursday 14 April Members’ Meeting Brewer Building 7.30 pm ‘Pollution’ (page 3) 

Fri/Saturday 13/14 May Coach outing  RHS Wisley  Date & details to be confirmed 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 

individual’s own and not necessarily the views 

of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 

than we have space for, letters should be 

concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 

or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

Kenilworth Court objections to the proposed sewage  

ventilation column on the Putney Bridge Foreshore 

Dear Sir, 

Most of the debate so far has quite rightly been about the 

proposed Barn Elms access shaft, and we sympathise with 

the residents there, but this has meant that little considera-

tion has been given to the proposed ventilation column on 

the Putney Bridge foreshore. And whilst WBC has serious 

reservations about  the environmental and financial cost of 

the Barn Elms site, as far as we are aware, they are in 

principle content with the proposed Putney Bridge Fore-

shore site, whilst Kenilworth Court residents have serious 

concerns about it. 

A 10m vent on Waterman Green would be an eyesore in 

the Putney conservation area and would also, we assume, 

result in the smell of raw sewage from the chimney being 

blown into the windows of our flats directly opposite. 

Given the fumes from the already heavy traffic on Lower 

Richmond Road, this would be unacceptable. Note: if the 

chimney will not smell, it will not need to be 10m tall. If it 

will, the windows of our highest flats are 20m above street 

level, so it would need to be twice the proposed height! 

Many residents are elderly, some have respiratory prob-

lems and smells from the proposed vent could  have health 

implications; fumes/noise from site traffic could exacerbate 

this. Supposedly, to alleviate traffic congestion, Thames 

Water proposes to move building waste during the night, 

which would also be unacceptable. Recent reports have 

indicated that Putney High Street is the third most polluted 

road in London, with vehicle emissions breaching EU 

regulations many times in 2010. It is clear this project will 

cause disruption for years, and an increase in the volume 

of heavy construction traffic along Lower Richmond Road. 

The bridge itself is constantly being re-surfaced, as it can’t 

cope with the weight of the buses, so how will it cope with 

more heavy lorries? 

If the sites have to be in Putney, and we are not convinced 

that they do, there are locations which we believe would 

result in far less disruption to residents. For all the above 

reasons, we propose that serious consideration be given 

to a site away from residential property and we urge our 

councillors and MPs to join us in rejecting these proposals. 

Frank Binnie, for Kenilworth Court Residents Association 

Dear Sir, 

As a resident of Putney since 1959, I am very concerned 

about the proposal by Thames Water to erect a 10 metre  

‘vent’ tower immediately opposite this block of 150 flats, 

built around 1900. Not only would such a structure be an 

eyesore, and in a conservation area, but I believe that the 

whole project would ultimately destroy the unique, historic 

character of this stretch of London’s river. 

Dr Margot Zutshi, Kenilworth Court 

The above letters were heavily edited for space reasons. If 

you would like to contact Mr Binnie, do feel free to email 

him at frank@kenilworthcourt.com.  [Editor] 

That Swan Again! 
Dear Sir, 

What’s happened to our lovely, professionally designed 

swan logo in the bulletin’s masthead? It was, as I recall, 

voted in by a good majority of the membership over several 

other designs. I’m told this horrid new logo ‘reproduces 

better’ or something; but technology should be our servant, 

not our master, and the present government is so antipa-

thetic to the arts that we really must do whatever we can to 

preserve the beautiful against the purely convenient. 

Derek Purcell, Dryburgh Mansions 

The old logo was technically unsuitable for the new web-

site, so we commissioned several options from professional 

designer Lee Barnes of Equate, with the further aim of 

giving the website and the Bulletin a more contemporary 

look. These were then voted on by the full Executive. Do 

please let us know what you think of the new logo.  [Editor] 

Residents’ Parking Permits 

Dear Sir, 

Can the increase in the cost of  annual residents’ parking 

permits from £95 to £120 for 2011 be justified? Perhaps 

Mr McDonald, the Director of Technical Services, can 

enlighten us? How can such an increase be justified when 

inflation is running at such low levels? 

David Radcliffe (Vice-President), Campion Road 

More Flats 
Dear Sir,  
No consent for Tileman House but yes to the former South 

Thames College site on Putney Hill - another eyesore, 

blocking out the needed sun and darkening the area. 

Mrs I Bedrylo, Carlton Drive 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 

and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

Challenging times 

The next few weeks will be challenging for all Society 

members who take a serious interest in the future shape and 

form of Putney town centre. Our old 1960/70s office 

blocks will gradually be replaced by new developments - 

mainly flats, as we saw some years ago when the ICL 

tower, by the bridge, was transformed into Putney Wharf. 

New planning applications - all on Upper Richmond Rd - 

have been submitted to the Council for a revised Tileman 

House scheme (near Putney Hill); for the redevelopment of 

Putney Place opposite East Putney Station, to include a 15-

storey block; and for the redevelopment of the Capsticks 

site on the corner of Carlton Drive, to include a 13-storey 

block. All these applications will need very careful consid-

eration.  Do they represent the shape of things to come in 

Putney? Do they pass the ‘Lister test’? Is this what we 

want for our town centre? The Panel is going to be very 

busy. Do please let us know what you think. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor:  Hugh Thompson (020 8788 8771) 

Thames Tideway Tunnel 

Two important meetings on the Thames Tunnel. At St 

Mary’s on 5th January, Justine Greening confirmed she was 

very much on our side when it came to trying to get Barn 

Elms taken off the preferred site list; it seems the Council 

is of the same opinion. During the meeting, it emerged that 

the regulator Ofwat had objected to the tunnel and Thames 

Water had also looked at alternatives. Over at the Ranelagh 

Residents Association, who are very much on the front 

line, being only yards away from Barn Elms, TW put up a 

senior management team to answer questions and to ex-

plain the problems with other sites between Hammersmith 

and Battersea. Problems of site, size, ground composition, 

river access, road network, planning, cost, river navigation 

and residential proximity are elements of the equation. 

In the second round of consultation, which starts soon, TW 

insist that, now that they have heard all the objections, they 

will reappraise and re-evaluate all sites. But Barn Elms’ 

size and cost must still make it a strong favourite from the 

TW engineering perspective. On the brown/greenfield site 

question, TW  pointed out that, of their 20 or so preferred 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Feb 9  Wednesday  71 Festing Road 7.30 pm 
   Mar 10  Thursday  8 Fawe Park Road 7.30 pm 
Transport  Feb 8  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road 7.30 pm 
   Mar 1  Tuesday  to be confirmed  7.30 pm 
Open Spaces  Feb 3  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   Mar 3  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  Feb 9  Wednesday  66 Disraeli Road 8.15 pm 
   Mar 9  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 

sites, only four were greenfield. When asked how much 

popular protest swayed their decisions, the managers said 

it was not “a numbers game”; more influential was the 

“quality of response” from local groups. They advised us 

to lobby the Council to make other sites more desirable 

and this surely must be where the Society has a role. 

Transport Panel 
Convenor:  Jonathan Callaway (07768 907672) 

Air Pollution in Putney 

We are now told there were an estimated 4,267 premature 

deaths from long-term exposure to air pollution in London 

in 2008, which translates statistically to 38 deaths in the 5 

Putney and Roehampton wards. Pollution levels in Putney 

High St are reported as among the worst of any shopping 

street in the capital, with NO2 limits having been breached 

at least 75 times in 2010 (the legal limit is 18). An est. 

75% of all air pollution comes from vehicle emissions, in 

the form of both fine particulate matter, which aggravates 

lung and heart conditions, and NO2 - both believed to be 

key to soaring rates of childhood asthma and allergies. 

Our members’ meeting on 14th April will focus on this 

issue and the speakers will be Simon Birkett, from the 

Clean Air in London campaign and Cllr Sarah McDermott, 

Wandsworth’s Cabinet Member for the Environment. 

Meanwhile, some of the solution is in our own hands: we 

can reduce car usage, especially for short journeys (and/or 

sell the 4x4 and buy a Mini!); ensure our homes are well-

insulated; use low-energy light bulbs; and buy local rather 

than imported produce. The Council ran a successful 

Green Pledge campaign a few years ago. Perhaps it is time 

to revive this? We would like to hear your own proposals 

and will submit these to the Council ahead of the meeting, 

for discussion on the night. Do please contact us. 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor:  Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

We had our ‘first’ meeting on 12th January. Topics covered 

were: Schools (we’ll keep a watching brief on the Putney 

Hospital site), Licensing (best-one shop by Putney Station 

has been granted a licence to sell alcohol 9 a.m.-midnight), 

Social Housing, Local Policing, and Libraries, where the 

Council proposes to cut Putney’s opening hours by 7 hours 

a week/12.5% and Roehampton’s by 14 hours/30%. The 

consultation ends on 6th February. To register your views, 

pick up a questionnaire at any library or fill one in on-line 

by going to:  www.wandsworth.gov.uk/libraries. 

If there are any particular areas or issues you would like us 

to pay attention to, do please email Victoria Diamond at 

  vickysw15@aol.com 



Photographic Competition 

We invite you to submit a recent photograph (just one per 

entrant) taken by you in Putney or Roehampton, the winner 

being that judged to best embody the spirit of the borough, 

or of the season. Send digital photos to the ‘bulletin’ email 

address on p.2 (size ideally no larger than 2 Meg) or post or 

deliver prints to the Chair, address below. We regret that 

prints cannot be returned. Closing date end March 2011; the 

winner will receive local photographer Andrew Wilson’s 

two wonderful books of photographs. Full details in the 

January Bulletin. To inspire you perhaps, here are a couple 

taken by Andrew during last December’s cold spell. 

 

Visit to the National 

Army Museum 

Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea 

SW3, Thursday 3rd March. Meet 

at 10.15. Programme: 10.30: introductory lecture; 11.00+: 

free to tour individually; 12.30: lecture by Sean Longden, 

‘Almost Over: The Dresden Myth & The War On The 

Ground’; 13.30: lunch in the café (at own expense); 14.30: 

end of official visit but you are free to continue visit until 

the museum closes at 17.30. There will be a charge of £5 

per head as a donation to the museum, payable on the day. 

Send SAE (no cheques) to Nick Austin, 91 Chelverton Rd, 

SW15 1RW, for ticket & directions. 

2011 subscriptions now due! 

Members paying by cheque are reminded that subs are now 

due - £11 to receive email bulletin or £13.50 for a postal 

copy. The higher subs reflect the cost of stamps. Please 

send your subs to Membership Secretary (address below). If 

you would prefer to pay by direct debit, please call Bob on 

07793 296733 and he will send you a form to complete. 

We welcome the following new members: 

Sarah Assael, Howards Lane; Tim Boon, Heath Rise; Paul 

Cooke, Chelverton Road; Michael Ewing, Montserrat Rd; 

John Farrer, Norroy Rd; Andrew Paterson, Festing Rd;   

Brenda Traill, Balfour Pl; Ch. Williams, Gwendolen Ave. 

George Doland 

This 1936 photograph of the High Street, showing George 

Doland’s tailors shop at no. 147, was discovered too late 

to be included in the December 

‘Colour Supplement’. 

R to L: Putney Post Office, on 

the corner of Disraeli Road, 

shoe/boot-maker H E Randall,  

Geo. Doland, and builders T H 

Adamson & Sons (145 & 129). 

Remember the Festival of Britain? 

Wandsworth Heritage Group is collecting oral history 

memories of Battersea Park, particularly relating to The 

Festival of Britain in 1951. Were you involved in the 

building or creation of any of the elements of The Pleasure 

Gardens? Did you have any interesting encounters there? 

Maybe you have a romantic story to tell? Please contact 

Sue Rolfe ASAP if you have any memories to share: 

sue.rolfe@fsmail.net or 07960 097370 

‘Unveiling on the Lower Richmond Road’ 
He’s the first poet I’ve known, we 

Met way back in Lumb Bank when the 

Arvon Foundation that bastion of poetical excellence 

Was in its infancy, who’s had a blue porcelain 

Plaque unveiled by another tutor of mine. He spoke 

Of Gavin’s work ethic re-iterating that there’s no mystery 

About putting it on the page. I 

Considered it inappropriate to mention to him over wine 

Our own recent bereavement. Sorry Gwen 

But nothing will ever be unveiled for my friend 

And mother-in-law who loved Les Dawson 

Jokes as well. We used to have 

Surreptitious discussions within the turmoil of 

Her kitchen. Not that Mr Ewart’s recognition will offend 

Her sensibility for she did not suffer from 

Avarice or vanity or see the need for platitudes 

Or plaques on whom I expect Gavin will be 

Casting an equally unequivocal Yeatsian eye 

Along the Lower Richmond Road opposite where 

His old university races annually. 

Either coming in first or second, 

Participators in the true Olympic spirit like Gwen 

my friend. Eternally. 

Eddie Forde* (on the unveiling of the Putney Society blue 

plaque to poet Gavin Ewart, 2 years ago). *holds regular 

poetry sessions at Green Man; next one Sun.13 Feb 5 pm. 
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Putney Society Officers: 
Chair  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 

Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 91 Chelverton Road, SW15 1RW  07833 773599 (mob) 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

The March Bulletin will be issued on 24th February, copy date 18th February 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   


