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Visit to Southside House, Wimbledon 

We have organised a guided tour of Southside 

House, Wimbledon - described by BBC TV as 

“one of London’s hidden gems” - for Monday 10th 

May at 2.30 pm.  The house has associations with 

many historical figures, including Anne Boleyn 

and Emma Hamilton.  Bus routes 93 & 200.  

Warning!  There are steep, narrow staircases!  

Cost £12.50 pp;  cheques (payable to The Putney 

Society) + SAE to the Social Sec. (details on p 4).  

Numbers are limited to 24, so apply ASAP! 

The Putney Society 

BULLETIN 

Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 22nd April at 7.30 pm  

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

Local Election Hustings 
to be chaired by Jonathan Callaway (Deputy Chairman) 

 

On 6th May 2010, we will have the opportunity to elect our local councillors for the next four years.  

In keeping with Society tradition, we have arranged a local hustings evening, at which each of the 

major parties will be represented by one of the candidates in a local ward.  The occasion will start 

with each party representative making a brief statement outlining his party’s policies, and this will 

be followed by an extended Question and Answer session, when the floor will be open to members. 
 

We would ask members to keep to local topics if possible - a separate General Election Hustings 

event is being planned with St Mary’s Church, to feature the parties’ parliamentary candidates. 

Questions may be submitted in advance (to Jonathan Callaway at callahiljo@ukonline.co.uk or via 

the Society’s website) or on the night. 
 

The following have been nominated by their parties to attend the hustings: 
 

Conservative Party:  Councillor Jim Maddan (Thamesfield Ward) 

Labour Party:  Councillor Tony Belton (Latchmere Ward) 

Liberal Democrat Party:  Tony Burrett, Chair of the Putney Party (Southfields Ward) 

Green Party:  Bruce Mackenzie, parliamentary candidate for the Putney constituency 

[This is our latest information, but it is possible that the spokespersons may not be as announced.] 

The meeting is open to Society members and friends. 

General Election Hustings 

The Society plans to organise, with St Mary’s 

Church, a General Election Hustings at the 

church, provisionally arranged for the evening 

of Thursday 29th April, on the assumption that 

the general election will be held the same day as 

the local elections.  This can only be confirmed 

once the general election is announced, which it 

was not before this Bulletin went to press.   We 

will confirm the date on the Society’s website 

and by every other possible means. 

Registered Charity No:  263242 
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Forthcoming Society Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday  22 Apr 2010   Local Election Hustings  [see page 1] 

Thursday    29 Apr 2010   Wine-Tasting  [will depend on demand] 

Thursday  29 Apr 2010   General Election Hustings? [see page 1] 

Monday  10 May 2010   Guided tour of Southside House, Wimbledon 

Sunday   6 June 2010   Visit to the Chelsea Physic Garden 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 

individual’s own and not necessarily the views 

of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 

than we have space for, letters should be 

concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

putneysociety@hotmail.com 

 or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

4. Pedestrians would be at high risk. The old, the young 

and the infirm cannot be expected to react quickly enough 

to avoid a cyclist coming from an unexpected direction 

5. The visibility of cyclists is a controversial subject but the 

fact is that some cyclists - and any number is too many -  

are hard to see in fading daylight, not to mention darkness. 

That's enough for now. Am I going in the right direction?! 

Iain K S Gray, Manor Fields 

Jonathan Callaway (Transport Panel convenor) comments: 

The Council can allow this change to road usage, which 

would include clear signage and local consultation. They 

are awaiting the outcome of trials in Kensington & Chelsea 

(authorised by the Department of Transport) before pro-

ceeding. The risk of accidents would anyway be reduced if 

the affected roads had 20 mph speed limits 

… but one in favour! 

Dear Sir, 

I see that there is a proposal to allow cyclists to ride in 

both directions on the one-way residential roads surround-

ing Putney High Street. I think this is a marvellous idea 

and, as a cyclist living in Montserrat Road, it would make 

my life considerably easier. I always ride with absolute 

consideration for motor traffic and pedestrians and would 

continue to do so, even if cycling the ‘wrong way’ down a 

one-way street! 

Sheila Roe, Montserrat Road 

The King’s Head, Roehampton 

Dear Sir, 

The Council has rejected, by 

6:4, the planning application 

for the conversion of this 

Grade II listed building into a 

51-bed hotel. The Buildings 

Panel reviewed the proposal 

and supported the application, 

which we confirmed to the 

Council’s Planning Applications Committee. This is an 

example of our Council missing the opportunity to take a 

lead in lifting Roehampton out of increasing deprivation. It 

is a proposal which would have the support, for once, of all 

relevant bodies. The Putney Society should put its weight 

behind the developer’s appeal against this decision. 

John Ewing, Wimbledon Parkside 

 [see page 4] 

One-Way Street Cycling 

[John Horrocks’ March letter has brought quite a reaction, 

so we will print a selection of the letters in reply in this 

Bulletin and hold others over until next month.  Editor.] 

Dear Sir, 

John Horrocks’ letter had me spluttering over my morning 

coffee. Far from accepting cyclists riding the wrong way 

down Roehampton High Street, it has been a sore point for 

years with everyone I know in Roehampton. Not only do 

they ride on the road but both pavements too, sometimes at 

speed; they are a menace. With this in mind, I was very 

disappointed to read that the PS is pressing the Council to 

allow cyclists in Putney to ride against the flow in one-way 

streets; cycle-friendly maybe but certainly not pedestrian-

friendly. To allow exceptions in one-way streets will sow 

confusion, particularly among the elderly, for whom the 

silent approach of the cyclist is an added danger. 

David Hodge, Ponsonby Road 

John Horrocks comments: I am far more often a pedestrian 

than a car-driver, so understand the need to keep my wits 

about me and look out for cyclists when crossing the road, 

even in one-way streets like Roehampton High St - where I 

am not aware of any accidents involving cyclists. 

Dear Sir, 

I was surprised that anyone in the Putney Society should 

advocate cycling the wrong way along one-way streets. 

There are a number of good reasons why this is foolhardy: 

1. It is against the law. 

2. In the event of an accident, the cyclist is almost certain 

to be in the wrong - ask an insurance man. 

3. A motorist going in the right direction or emerging from 

a parking space is entitled to expect that no-one will be 

travelling towards him or her in the wrong direction. 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 

and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  Hugh Thompson (020 8788 8771) 

That milestone again! 

The milestone next to Putney Hospital is to remain out of 

sight in its hardboard box. The Primary Health Trust, who 

enclosed it, passed the  problem on to the Conservators, 

who felt that the cost of removing the hoarding from 

around the historic monument on their land was too high.   

The PHTs were created to meet the health needs of local 

inhabitants, so how does enclosing a milestone fit in? 

1) Looking at a milestone, with its emphasis on time and 

distance, could cause physical/mental  anguish. Searches 

have not uncovered any cases, but you never know. 

2) Perhaps the PHT believes that, set back ten yards from 

the pavement, the milestone could be a physical hazard. 

Since the Conservators have a sign nearby warning of 

golf being played on the Common, this is not  - in our 

surreal world - totally surprising. 

Thank goodness we have a PHT, with well-paid managers  

to look after us! 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Marilyn Golding (020 8789 9749) 

Social Care in Wandsworth 

Those eligible for social care, e.g. older people or  those 

with physical or learning disabilities, will have a personal 

budget under a new scheme called Transformation. They 

can use this money to buy care and other forms of support 

from whoever they want, such as family and friends, the 

private sector, council provision and/or community 

groups and will self-assess their needs. A support plan 

will be drawn up by council staff and social workers and 

money allocated. Assessments will be checked and plans 

monitored and regularly reviewed. There will be guidance 

on what the money can be spent on, including agencies,  

family/friends as carers, equipment, and expenses for 

helpers. They will also be told what they cannot spend 

the money on, e.g. employing anyone who lives with 

them or health needs which should be met from NHS 

budgets.  All spending will be stringently audited. 
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Transport Panel 

Convenor:  Jonathan Callaway (07768 907672) 

Progress on 20 mph Zones 

We welcome recent announcements by the Council that 20 

mph zones in West Putney and the Dover House Estate 

areas are finally to go out to consultation. We have been 

campaigning for this for several years, having accepted the 

argument that they are the best way of making our streets 

safer and less polluted for pedestrians, cyclists and, not 

least, car users themselves.  We have, however, taken our 

thinking further;  logically, if the arguments apply on one 

residential street, then they must apply on all of them.  The 

Council’s current position is that they continue to look at 

20 mph zones on a case by case basis and they have no 

plans to introduce a 20 mph limit on all residential roads. 

Public opinion is quite definitely changing, and a number 

of cities in the UK have now adopted blanket 20 mph 

zones. Your convenor was in Dublin recently, a city which 

has adopted a blanket 30 kph (19 mph) speed limit on all 

its city centre and suburban roads.  The improvement is 

tangible! We acknowledge the support we have received 

from West Putney Cllrs. Jane Cooper and Liz Stokes.   

Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

High Street & Putney Wharf 

This was a busy month for new planning applications,  

including two affecting the High Street and Wharf area.  

An unauthorised shop front (purple and yellow) was 

erected for a new kebab shop at 24 Putney High Street and 

permission has now been sought to retain it. Its design is 

inappropriate and conflicts with the council's shop front 

Design Guide. The shop, opposite Church Square in the  

attractive Victorian terrace that sweeps around to the river 

frontage, is in the Putney Embankment conservation area.   

J D Wetherspoons, the national pub chain, is taking over 

the riverside Rocket Restaurant at Putney Wharf Tower. 

They are seeking permission to set out tables, chairs and 

free-standing glazed screens around the building on all 

sides, on the public highway areas.  Residents in the flats 

above and in neighbouring areas have objected on noise 

and nuisance grounds. There has been such concern that a 

public meeting was organised on the issue at the beginning 

of March to discuss licensing and planning issues. This is a 

very attractive open space by the river, which we need to 

protect from encroachment.   

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 

Open Spaces  May 6  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   June 3  Thursday  54 Charlwood Road 8.15 pm 
Community  April 14  Wednesday  38 Disraeli Road 8.00 pm 
   May ??  ??   TBA   TBA 
Buildings  April 8  Thursday  71 Festing Road 7.30 pm 
   May 11  Tuesday  21 Pentlow Street 7.30 pm 
Transport  April 6  Tuesday  10 Luttrell Avenue 7.30 pm 
   May 4  Tuesday  10 Luttrell Avenue 7.30 pm 



Wandsworth Museum Reborn! 

At a wonderful evening on 4th February in The Brewer 

Building, a gathering of Friends celebrated the news that 

the Museum at long last has a new home - the former West 

Hill Library. Andrew Leitch’s PowerPoint
®
 presentation 

gave a tantalising glimpse of the plans for the Museum. 

It marked the culmination of the efforts made initially by 

the Campaign Group, and more recently by the Friends of 

Wandsworth Museum, to retain a museum in the Borough -  

none of which, of course, would have been possible without 

the extraordinary generosity of the Hintze Foundation. It 

has been a hard fight, but the focus can now shift to sup-

porting the Museum, by volunteering help and fundraising. 

The latter has already 

begun, with the dona-

tions made to enable the 

Museum to buy the gold 

‘Wells Ring’ and to support the Evacuation Day Project. 

The latter, undertaken with Beatrix Potter School and in-

spired by the discovery of their log book for 1939, formed 

the heart of the celebrations. The Mayor, Councillor 

Pritchard, spoke of the value of history and its importance 

in generating a sense of community; another reason behind 

the determination to see a museum remain in the borough. 

Now we must all demonstrate that spirit and support it 

fully, once the doors are open again. 

History Corner #3 

The King’s Head, Roehampton 

[See John Ewing’s letter on p 2.]  There was an inn on the 

site, then called The Bull - possibly originally a medieval 

farmhouse - in 1485, when Roehampton boasted a mere 14 

houses! It was recorded in 1617 

as The King’s Head, by which 

time the village had grown to 33 

houses and acquired a second inn, 

The Angel.  It is the oldest secular 

building in the Borough. 

 

Project Parakeet 

The count mentioned in the March bulletin will take place 

from 7.00 to 8.30 pm on the evening of Sunday 11th April,  

focussing on the local roost at Leg o’Mutton Reserve in 

Barnes.  If interested, contact Hanna Peck on 7594 2359 or 

parakeet@imperial.ac.uk. 

Congratulations to Putney Music 

on  Sixty Glorious Years! 

The idea of forming what was originally called the Putney 

Gramophone Society started with the critic Ralph Hill in 

the autumn of 1949 and the inaugural meeting was held on 

23rd January 1950, when Mr Hill spoke about great violin-

ists. By March that year, membership was almost 200 and 

the subscription 15 shillings. Following Ralph’s death,  

Felix Aprahamian became President in 1958 and remained 

so until 2002, when he was made their first President 

Emeritus. He died in January 2005 and was replaced by 

David Cairns, the distinguished writer and music critic. In 

1968, the Society was renamed Putney Music, offering its 

members, as today, the opportunity to hear some of the 

most eminent names in the musical world talk about them-

selves, and/or subjects connected with music. 

The programmes have always been of high quality, due 

largely to the husband and wife team of Armen & Irma 

Tertsakian, attracting such distinguished guests as Dame 

Janet Baker, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, András Schiff,  

Antoinette Sibley, Bryn Terfel and Sir David Willcocks. 

The Tertsakians died in 2008, but Margaret Lyons had 

taken over as Programme Secretary in 2002, continuing 

her predecessors’ excellent work.  Cathy Connolly is the 

current Chair, a post she has occupied since 2002. 

To celebrate its 60th Anniversary, Putney Music has 

organised an afternoon Thames river trip on Sunday 
May 16th on the MV Golden Salamander. It includes a 

welcome drink, afternoon cream tea, raffle, and a musical 

duo. There are still places available and if PS members are 

interested, please contact Barbara Bunn on 8788 0827. 

Volunteers Sought 

Whilst over 500 members subscribe to the e-bulletin, we 

still have over 450 to be stuffed by hand and posted. We 

have an opening for two further members to help us in this 

very social and surprisingly enjoyable task, which takes 

place at a member’s home in central Putney at 7.30 pm on 

the last Wednesday of the month. If you have a couple of 

hours a month to help, do get in touch with Mem. Sec. 

Bob Bowmer on 07793 296733, bob.bowmer@anz.com, 

or at the address below.  Thank you. 
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Putney Society Officers: 
Chair  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Membership Bob Bowmer  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Social Sec. Jenny O’Riordan 71 Galveston Road, SW15 2RZ  0208 874 9500 

Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

The May Bulletin will be issued on 29 April, copy date 23 April 

Website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     Email:  putneysociety@hotmail.com   

Wine-Tasting on Thurs 29th April, 7.15 pm 

(see Feb/March bulletins or our website) 



The Putney Society Page 5 

Putney Walkabout: Audio Guide 

Four historic walks through Putney, and a new 

dramatised journey based on Arnold Bennett’s 

1908 novel Buried Alive will be launched in May 

2010, during the Wandsworth Arts Festival. A CD 

version will be available from the Putney Library 

and an MP3 version, via Wandsworth Borough 

Council’s heritage website. The walks are designed 

for everyone, but have additional access features to 

enable visually impaired people to participate. A  

tactile ‘thermo-map’ will be available from Putney 

Library, to help orientation for the walk. 
 

The CD contains 3 tracks:  Track 1: access infor-

mation for visually impaired walkers;  Track 2: 

four historic walks from early history to present 

times - Putney High Street, Putney Bridge Road, 

Putney Embankment and Putney Heath; Track 3: a 

dramatised walk based on Arnold Bennett’s novel 

Buried Alive, set in Edwardian Putney. 
 

The dramatisation is by Maria Oshodi, Artistic Di-

rector of ‘Extant’, the UK’s only theatre company 

for visually impaired professionals, and features 

Clive Merrison (the headmaster in the film of Alan 

Bennett’s The History Boys and a memorable 

Sherlock Holmes on BBC radio) as Priam Farll, 

together with other local actors Tom Marshall, 

Tamara Hinchco, Ronald Markham, and visually 

impaired actors Tim Gebbels and Heather Gilmore.  
 

The sound-mixing and design are by Peter Bosher, 

who is also visually impaired. It was produced at 

Wandsworth’s Pocklington Resource Centre by 

Sue Rolfe, for the Putney Society, with the invalu-

able assistance of Centre Manager Odette Battarel 

and sound engineer Michael Relf - and funded by 

the National Lottery through Awards for All.  
 

The drama of Buried Alive focuses on the interna-

tionally known artist Priam Farll, who decides to 

swap identities with his valet Henry Leek, so that 

when the latter dies, Farll begins a new life as his 

former servant, ‘burying’ himself in Putney, where 

he marries a middle-class lady and settles into a life 

of domestic bliss at 29 Werter Road. However, 

Farll cannot resist the motivation to paint, which 

leads to dramatic consequences and discovery.  
 

The guide will be launched during Look Again, this 

year’s Wandsworth Arts Festival. Three guided 

walks, lasting between half an hour and an hour and 

a half, will be offered, all starting at Putney Library 

at 1.30 pm: 
 

Sunday 2nd May: Buried Alive launch. Walk the 

walk and meet the author of the dramatisation, 

Maria Oshodi. 
 

Sunday 9th May: Putney Library to St Mary’s 

Church and Putney Bridge. 
 

Sunday 16th May: Putney Library to Putney Bridge 

and Embankment. 
 

Members of the Putney Society will be on hand to 

help guide walkers, but people who are visually 

impaired should arrive with an escort. 

Left to right:  Michael Relf, Tamara Hinchco, Tom 

Marshall, Tim Gebbels with guide dog Lizzie, Alex 

McConnell, author of dramatised version Maria 

Oshodi with guide dog Penny, Ronald Markham 

and Clive Merrison. 



The Putney Society Page 6 

Minutes of the Putney Society AGM, 

held in the Brewer Building, St Mary’s 

Church, on Thursday 25th March 2010 
 
 

Present: 
 

Anthony Marshall (President), Steffi Sutters 

(Chairman) and 34 other members.  

 

The President welcomed the members to the 

meeting. 

 

1. Minutes of the 2009 AGM 

  

The minutes were approved by the meeting. 

There were no matters arising. 

 

2. Chairman & Exec. Committee Report 

  

The Chairman told the meeting that this had 

been a busy and successful year, with the 50th 

Anniversary Dinner, Blue Plaque sponsorship 

and the updated History Book taking centre 

stage. The Panels have been busy with cycling, 

the built environment, and 20mph zones. She 

thanked the Executive Committee for their hard 

work, especially those who were standing down. 

 

3. Accounts for the Year 

  

The accounts for the year were presented by 

Jonathan Callaway, in the absence of Treasurer 

Richard Morgan, and agreed by the meeting. 

Attention was drawn to the Lottery grant for the 

Walkabout Guide, some of which was still in 

reserve, but the expenditure had been allocated 

 

4. Election of Officers for 2010 

  

The following were elected for the coming year: 

President: Anthony Marshall 

Chair: Carolyn McMillan 

Treasurer: Richard Morgan 

Secretary: Martin Jubb 

The Executive Committee was also elected: 

Bob Bowmer, John Horrocks, Andrew Simon, 

Sue Rolfe, Hugh Thompson, Jonathan Callaway, 

Phil Evison, Jenny O’Riordan, Mark Poulter, 

Georgia Crawford. 

The Vice-Presidents were re-confirmed as: 

 

John Horrocks, Malcolm Andrews, Margaret 

Calcott-James, Angela Holman, Beryl Jeffery, 

Derek Purcell, David Radcliffe & Brian Towner. 

Richard Chadwick was re-appointed as the Soci-

ety’s auditor. 

 

5. Introduction of new Chairman 

 

Carolyn McMillan introduced herself and out-

lined her priorities for the coming year. She 

talked about how the Society should aim to im-

prove the quality of life of residents of Putney 

and Roehampton. With potential large-scale 

building and infrastructure projects, she believed 

that to respond effectively, closer ties with other 

local amenity societies would be essential, so as 

to pool expertise. She also highlighted that the 

Society needed a new Bulletin Editor and a new  

Community Panel convenor. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

 

The President requested that members should 

ask questions around the Annual Report and the 

work of the Society. Following a number of 

questions, the President closed the meeting and 

asked members to join him for a drink. 

 

Thank you Steffi Sutters! 
 

In recognition of her outstanding service as 

Chair, Deputy Chair Jonathan Callaway thanked 

her for her hard work during the year, especially 

on corporate membership and planning issues, 

and presented her with a bouquet. 


