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The Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators held their Annual Open Meeting on Wednes-

day June 22 at St Margaret's Church on Putney Park 
Lane. About eighty attended and the Conservators 
were privileged to welcome the Mayors of the Lon-
don Boroughs of Merton and Wandsworth. There 
were presentations by the Chairman and by the 
Chief Executive neither of which contained anything 
out of the ordinary. There followed a session of 
questions, totaling about ten. Apart from the usual 
fractious questioning relating to the Putney Hospital 
site, its easement and its valuation and the expenses 
incurred in sorting out this matter, there were other 
questions some of which related to Putney in partic-
ular.  The most pressing of these local problems was 
the contentious question of the existence of the benches outside the Spencer on Putney Lower Common and the 
determination of the price at which the charity should be remunerated. This remains unresolved and negotiations 
between the Board and the owners of the Spencer are continuing. One questioner expressed the view that the 
presence of these benches set an undesirable precedent. There were several questions about the accounts and the 
continuing operating deficit of several hundred thousand pounds. The absence of a forecast cash flow statement 
was noted and the profitability of the playing fields was raised. Consideration is being given to the development of 
a strategic plan that will be developed with the assistance of the Stakeholder Group that has recently been ap-
pointed. Of more pressing concern, which will be determined by the time you read this, was the question as to 
whether leaving the EU would have a negative impact on the wildlife protection. Dr Ros Taylor who leads the Wild-
life and Conservation Forum was of the view that there will be a significant negative impact on available funding if 
the UK leaves the EU.  
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The Putney Society 
Tour of The Foundling Museum 

40 Brunswick Square, WC1N 1AZ 
Wednesday 28 September 2016 at 11.00 

The Foundling Hospital was established in 
1739 by the philanthropist Thomas Coram 
to care for babies at risk of abandonment.  
He was helped in achieving this vision by 
William Hogarth and George Frideric Han-
del.  From its inception to 1954, when the last pupil was placed in foster care, the found-
ling hospital cared for and educated about 25,000 children.  The current building was 
constructed in the 1930’s on the original hospital site.  The hospital continues today as 
the children’s charity, Coram, and helps a million children and young people every year. 
The story of the hospital and its children is revealed through the artworks, objects and 
archive documents on display in the museum.  There are also poignant artefacts indi-
cating the desperation of mothers who gave up their babies. 
We will have refreshments on arrival and then a guided tour of the permanent collec-
tion.  The visit will last approximately one hour.    
To book your place please send a sae (or your email address), with your name, address, 
and contact phone number together with a cheque for £12.00 (members) and £14.00 
(non-members) made payable to ‘the Putney Society’ to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan 
Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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One of the Buildings Panel’s most important functions is watching out for and commenting on 
planning applications that might impact on the Putney we all love.  For good or bad.  Mostly we 
find ourselves objecting to the sheer scale of proposed developments, to the loss of trees, intru-
sive advertising or the continued erosion of business space which drives more commuters on to 
already overcrowded trains when they could, and probably would like to, work locally and bring 
custom to the High Street.  But from time to time we see developments that have got it right.  

Recently we have been consulted ahead of a much improved scheme for the Mission Hall in Walkers Place. This will 
keep one of the few big trees in the town centre and provide office space for small businesses as well as flats. 
There is also an encouraging proposal for new offices instead of flats on a site that already has consent for residen-
tial property.  What we can’t do is comment on everything, only those that affect us all, yet so many often small 
changes do have an impact on their immediate neighbours.  If you are concerned by an application of this sort, the 
panel are available to advise you on how to comment.  Too often members complain that they don’t find out what 
their neighbours are doing until it’s too late.  To make sure this doesn’t happen to you, you can ask Wandsworth 

Council to notify you of applications in your area.  To get on the mailing list go to: 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/516/view_planning_applications/526/
receive_details_of_new_planning_applications_in_your_area,  

Email: EHermans@wandsworth.gov.uk or phone 020 8871 6648 

By the time you read this we will know the result of the EU referendum  but already the 
uncertainty leading up to it has had a dramatic effect reducing activity for local builders 
and architects.  The number of planning applications has halved in recent weeks so  If you 
are planning works of your own, now may the time to get a good deal. This has left us a 

little time to look at celebrating what we have.  In addition to the national lists of 
significant buildings Wandsworth, in common with most Councils, keeps a ‘Local 
List’ of buildings and features of community, architectural or historic interest.  This 
year it is under review and they have asked local amenity societies, including us, to 
suggest additions.  We are putting forward several interesting houses, but also 
some open spaces, a drinking trough for horses and the Society’s sundial on Zeeta 
House. 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Wandsworth Connections 
Some interesting stories have come out of my research into Putney Old 
Burial Ground (POBG). One of the surviving tombs is that of explorer, au-
thor & MP Robert Wood (1717-71), who died at Lime Grove, Putney, 
which he had bought from the executors of Edward Gibbon Snr., father 
of the historian. In 1750, he embarked on a tour of the Levant with two 
wealthy young Oxford graduates, James Dawkins (an ancestor of Prof. 
Richard Dawkins) & John Bouverie, both Jacobites, as Wood had once 
been. Bouverie, already a seasoned traveller and major art collector, died 
of a fever in Turkey, four months into the expedition, aged 27; his second 
cousin, the Hon. Edward Bouverie, lived in Roehampton House (1773-
74). Wood & Dawkins were amongst the first Europeans in the modern 
era to visit the ancient cities of Palmyra & Baalbek and Wood subse-

quently published two influential books, The Ruins of 
Palmyra (1753) & The Ruins of Baalbek (1757). Some of 
the plates for the former were produced by engraver 
Paul Fourdrinier, a second-generation Huguenot refu-
gee, who died in 1758 and was buried, with other family 
members, in Mount Nod cemetery; three relatives were 
buried in POBG. Paul was the great-grandfather of John 
Henry (Cardinal) Newman, beatified in 2010. Wandsworth is rich in history!  Philip Evison 

Letter 

to the 

Editor 
Tomb of Robert Wood,  

St Mary's Burial Ground, Putney  

Quote of the month  
From The Times Obituary of Michael Kidson, history master at Eton College for 30 years: 
He amused the guests at his 80th birthday party at White’s in St James by telling them that the top grade awarded to David 
Cameron at A level was “among the most inexplicable events in modern history”. 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/516/view_planning_applications/526/receive_details_of_new_planning_applications_in_your_area
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/516/view_planning_applications/526/receive_details_of_new_planning_applications_in_your_area
mailto:EHermans@wandsworth.gov.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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Putney Station – no further developments to report. The compound that should have been re-
moved in January still remains. The original deadline to complete the power supply into the sta-
tion by June will be missed with August the latest estimate, almost two years after work on the 
concourse was completed.  In the meantime, the roof over the concourse and stairs down to 
Platform One appear to have a leak.   
Buses – over seven months after a bus destroyed one of the bus shelters outside the station we 
still await a replacement. TfL’s latest response to the Society is to refuse to commit to a replace-

ment date until agreement is reached with their advertising partner JCDecaux. Connotations of tail wagging dog. 
Elsewhere TfL have reduced the loading on Hammersmith Bridge ahead of planned remedial work next year which 
has resulted in a reduction in the service of the 72 bus crossing the bridge as TfL do not want two buses on the 
bridge at the same time. 
Air quality – in last month’s edition we outlined the results of the Society’s recent air survey. We officially released 
the results in June and had a positive response to our work. The Evening Standard carried a large piece quoting our 
Chair and she was also interviewed by Wandsworth Radio. The survey was also featured by the Wandsworth 
Guardian and PutneySW15. We also receive feedback from local councillors and other interested parties and it has  
been drawn to the attention of MPs on two Select Committees at the House of Commons. 

So what next? We plan to hold a Members Meeting to discuss the results on Monday 26 
September. This is likely to be on the theme of air quality and children’s health to focus 
attention on the particularly poor results near Putney’s schools and we are currently ap-
proaching possible speakers about this. More details will come. In the meantime, we are 
attending air quality conferences to network and spread the findings of our sur-
vey. Richard Carter and Judith Chegwidden are to discuss our findings at an air pollution 
event to be held at City Hall at the end of June. This will be sponsored by LSX who ana-
lysed our survey results and it will be attended by London Assembly Member Leonie 
Cooper amongst others. Leonie Cooper is chair of the Assembly's Environment Committee 
so has a particular interest in air quality. 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.

gov.uk 

Terence Dalley 
We are sorry to report the recent death of Terence Dalley, one of Put-
ney's finest artists.  Terence was a regular contributor to the splendid 
Art Exhibitions which the Society organised over a number of years in 
the 1980/90's and his work was always much appreciated and in de-
mand.  His drawings and watercolours, often of local scenes, were of 
the highest quality.  Terence provided the drawn illustrations for the 
Society's publication, 'A Brief History of Putney and Roehampton', 
without which no Putney house is complete. The community of artists 
in Putney is the poorer now that Terence is no longer with us. JH 
 

His son, Jason Dalley writes: My father had lived in Putney for over fifty 
years, and was a strong supporter of the local community. We had a 
small family funeral, but as he had so many friends, we are holding a 
Service of Remembrance for his life at St Mary’s Church at 1pm on 
Saturday 30th July. If there are members of the Society who knew him, 
we, his family, would be glad to see them at the service which will be 
followed by a reception. 

This painting by Terence Dalley shows 
the view from the top of the Roehamp-
ton Hills on Putney Heath, looking 
north to the tower blocks (Grade II 
listed) on the Alton East estate.  It was 
painted in 1992, when the vegetation 
on the hills was rather sparser than it is 
today.  The trees have grown and this 
view is no longer there. 

The Tree Fund 
The Society has for many years had a tree fund dedicated to covering the cost of 
planting new trees.  The fund stands at just over £600.  We are looking for new opportu-
nities so we can continue our tree planting programme and would welcome ideas and 
suggestions from members.  Plantings have generally taken place in parks and on com-
mon land but other locations would be considered subject to the property owner’s con-
sent of course.  Please send your suggestions to our Open Spaces Panel convenors, John 
Horrocks, john.horrocks10@btinternet.com, or John Farrer, jlbfarrer@gmail.com,  or to 
the Editor of the Bulletin. 
 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 
Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 
Website Editor: Robert Arguile: webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk   
Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk 
Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 
Treasurer: Gosia Jakubik:  07746409703,  gosia.jakubik@hotmail.com 

Our new Web Editor  
Robert Arguile has taken over from Nick Evans as the Putney Society Web Editor.   Robert 
moved to London in 1976 and to Putney in 1985.   A Chemical Engineer by training, he recent-
ly retired after 34 years in the oil industry ending his career as part of a team implementing 
global IT projects.   Although he spent periods working overseas, his partner Elizabeth and 
family continued to live in Putney. They had one move in 1990 from just off one side of the 
High Street to the other.  He would welcome any comments and suggestions regarding the 
website. Please send them to webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk.  

Good News! Green News! 
It is good to see that Putney High Street is, once again, bedecked with voluptuous hanging bas-
kets on the lamp posts.  They are full of colourful summer-flowering plants which, no doubt, will 
be doing their best to soak up some of the pollution for which our High Street is notorious.  It is 
understood that the cost of the hanging baskets is being met by the Mayor of London's anti-
pollution funds.  So, thank you, Sadiq - and thanks also to Nicola Grant, our Putney Town Centre 

Manager, for negotiating this welcome addition to our High Street. And it is good news, too, from our largest local 
municipal open space - Wandsworth Park.  The Friends of Wandsworth Park recently held its Annual General 

Meeting on the completion of its first year.  A successful year was reported and the 
Friends are working hard to secure a better future for this much-loved (and used) open 
space with its wonderful riverside promenade edged with the magnificent avenue of 
London Plane and Lime trees.  The Friends have lots of 
ideas for working with Enable (who manage the park) 
and Wandsworth Borough Council to achieve improve-
ments.  See the Friends notice-board by the gate in the 
middle of the Putney Bridge Road frontage to find out 
more about this young, much-needed organisation. 
There is also a Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
wandsworthpark/ 

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

Litter The Putney Society organised a litter pick along 

the towpath to the west of Putney Embankment on May 
22.   Such was its success that John Farrer, co-chair of the 
Open Spaces Panel, is making this a regular event. 

Putney Society stands for a Litter Free Putney! 
We need every member’s help in two ways: 
1) volunteer to join the PAL (Putney Against Litter) team. 
We will have one litter pick each month. 
2) alert us of any Litter Black Spots (places besmirched with the stuff) and the PAL 
team will swing into action.   
Please contact John Farrer: jlbfarrer@gmail.com,  07935599600. 

The Fruits of Our Labours 

Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 14 July, 8 Sep           
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 12 July, 13 Sep 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW15 2DS (19.30) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings:  13 July, 3 Aug 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 7 July, Sep 1 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (19.30) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

Diary Dates 
9,  30 July 6, 20 August: 
 Scrub bashing 
Wed  September 28
 Visit to Foundling 
 Museum 

The Society extends its 
thanks to Nick Evans for 
his service on the Execu-
tive and as Editor of the 
Bulletin and Website. 
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