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Annual General Meeting Thursday 17 March 2016   

7.30pm St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

The AGM will be chaired by the Society’s Vice-President, John Horrocks. Enclosed with, or attached to, this bulletin 
you will find the papers you need for the AGM: the AGM agenda with 2015/16 Annual Report and the Treasurer’s 
report and 2015 accounts. Please bring them with you to the meeting at which elections for the Society’s President 
and Vice-Presidents, Officers, Executive Committee and Auditor will take place.  

(Reminder: Nominations for the Executive Committee should be submitted to the Secretary by Friday 11 March 
2016. A nomination form is enclosed/ attached to this bulletin).  

Do please come along to VOTE and have your say on any of the agenda items.  Our guest speaker is well-known 
local historian Dorian Gerhold. Dorian is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and member of Wandsworth His-
torical Society. He has written several books and papers on our local history, including Putney and Roehampton 
Past, Wandsworth’s Lost Fishing Village and A Victorian Street through 130 Years: Montserrat Road, Putney.  He 
will be giving us an illustrated talk 'The Making of Putney': about the people and influences which have created the 
Putney we know today. The AGM will be followed by refreshments at the Putney Pantry café in the Brewer Build-
ing to which all those present are invited. ▪ 

Pond gone for good? 
The recent heavy rains have re-
minded us of the regular pond that 
forms at the top of the High Street 
by Putney Cross.  At such times it 
became a very damp danger to 
pedestrians – see photo of the 
pond in its fully formed state.  We 
recently sent this photo to TfL and 
the Council.  The Council – whose 
responsibility it turned out to be – reacted very quickly indeed and within 
24 hours a work team was digging up the guilty drains and unblocking the 
drainage pipes.  Our thanks to Cllr Rosemary Torrington for getting things 
expedited.   Let the rains come again with impunity! ▪ 
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Snippets 
 Putney Promotions discount scheme is now up and running.  Don’t forget to take your card shopping! 
 The local listing programme is going ahead and buildings, spaces and objects (post-boxes, milestones etc.) 

that are not listed nationally are eligible.  Suggestions please to editor@putneysociety.org.uk. 
 Boris Johnson has maintained his 100 per cent approval rate for planning call-ins after backing an office 

scheme refused by Islington Council last year. Johnson approved the scheme, citing the economic benefits 
he said would result.  The decision is the 15th call-in verdict he has made since becoming Mayor, with every 
single ruling going in favour of the developer. 

 On Sunday February 14 a number of local residents, clearly past their first flush of youth, could be seen 
stretching up various items of street furniture in central Putney and attaching objects thereto.  A novel mid-
dle-aged mating ritual?  Sadly not, but useful nonetheless.  The attachments in question were tubes to 
measure nitrogen dioxide levels as part of the Citizen Science Project described in the last Bulletin.  Results 
are awaited with interest. ▪ 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk
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Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 10 Mar, 14 Apr                  
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 8 Mar, 12 Apr 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW15 2DS (19.30) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings:  9 Mar, 6 Apr 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 3 Mar, 7Apr 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (19.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

I’ve been overwhelmed with the response to my plea for suggestions and ideas for the 
Community Panel. NOT one single suggestion!! We’re going to carry on trying to get defib-
rillators into Putney (Putney Station staff are very enthusiastic, but management appear not 
to be interested, despite having initially said ‘yes’). We continue to work on signing up local 
independent traders for the Discount Scheme – at the time of writing there are still some 
we have yet to visit, but we hope to get to as many shops as possible. Not all will sign up, 
but, to date, the response we’ve had from traders is extremely positive. 
  www.life-times.org.uk and www.care4me.org.uk list all the self-help groups there are in 
Wandsworth. It’s really worth having a look through the care4me site, as every possible 

thing you can think of is covered from Asthma Support Groups, to Putney WI, from hearing aid clinics to emotional 
support groups, from mindfulness to those with mental health issues who need a listening ear. You name it, it’s 
there. A couple of information packed websites that really deserve attention. I recommend you take a few minutes 
to have a look. ▪ 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

I would like to report a huge response to my request last month to request for sugges-
tions for buildings to add to the Local List.  There have been some great ones from a few 
of you, but there’s still a last chance to add something from your corner of Putney. Much 
of the panel’s work is concerned with development proposals and policies, yet as often 
we find ourselves talking about what the Council has NOT done.  Most of this concerns a 
failure to enforce planning regulations on what does not have consent.  On the Lower 
Richmond Road, the illegal front extension to Pappa Ciccia is still there over 3 years since 
it was ordered to be removed (because we pointed out it had no consent).  Rosslyn Park 
still has no new trees to replace those cut down.  23 Gwendolen Avenue still has a hoard-

ing where the front wall used to be .                       
However, there are some reasons to rejoice.  After allowing most of the office space on the Upper Richmond Road 
to be lost, WBC has changed tack (permanently or just the once?) and demanded full replication of office space 
and consequent  employment opportunities in the scheme to rebuild the Mission Hall.   Sadly, they haven’t yet lis-
tened to calls to save the fine lime tree in front of this.  If the best tree in the centre of Putney is disposable despite 
a preservation order, what hope for saving the ones in your area?  Lobby your councillors about this. ▪ 

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Dear Sir, 
I was recently given, by friends, a bottle of Putney wine 
and a history of Putney (“World’s Best Known Small 
Town”) by the Putney Historical Society. Putney wine? 
Putney Historical Society? Well, yes, but this is Putney, 
Vermont, New England, which is too cold for grapes, so 
Putney Mountain Winery’s products are made from oth-
er fruit - my bottle is rhubarb, strawberry & raspberry. 
Putney VT is a small, attractive town of about 2,700 in-
habitants, which celebrated its 250th anniversary in 2003; 
no-one knows how it got its name. There are other American Putneys: in Georgia, named after 
Judge F F Putney; in Kentucky, named by a coal & lumber company; in S Dakota, named by a 
pioneer settler from Putney Vermont; and in W Virginia, named after storekeeper Mose Putney. 
There is, though, an Australian Putney (a district of Ryde, Sydney, NSW) definitely named after 
our Putney, on the Paramatta river, which also has the ‘Thames’ districts of Blackwall, Chiswick, 
Greenwich, Henley, Mortlake and Woolwich! 
Philip Evison ▪ 

Letter 

to the 

Editor 

Putney Vermont: Sacketts Brook 

Wikipedia Commons 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.life-times.org.uk
http://www.care4me.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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Tour Of Southside House 
3 Woodhayes Road SW19 4RJ 

Tuesday 10 May 2016 14.30   
 
We have arranged for a specialist after-
noon tour to see the treasures of this 
William and Mary house which stands on 
the southern corner of Wimbledon Common, next to King’s Col-
lege School. The house was built by the Pennington Mellor 
Munthe family and has a collection of art and historical objects.  
The family had associations with the Swedish Royal Court, and 
one daughter married Axel Munthe, the Swedish doctor and 
author of ‘The Story of San Michele’.  The house is now run by 
the Pennington Mellor Munthe Charity Trust. We will have a 
tour of 1 hour 30 mins and it will include refreshments (tea and 
coffee). To book your place please send a SAE (or your email 
address), with your name, address, and contact phone number , 
together with a cheque for £13.00 (members) and £15 .00 (non-
members) made payable to ‘The Putney Society’ to Maureen 
Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH. 
Please apply early……. ▪ 

Bus shelter 
Last November one of the two bus shelters immediately outside the station was destroyed when 
it was hit by a bus. Some three months on, in the midst of one of the wettest recent winters, we 
still await a new shelter. The Society has been prodding TfL for action and we are told the 
“unique” design of the shelter is one reason for the delay. We hope there will soon be a new 
shelter from the storm for passengers. 

High Street loading ban 
Traffic wardens have been on hand to impose penalty notices, 85 issued to date, on lorries ignoring the new ban on 
Putney High Street deliveries between 07.00 and 19.00 on Monday to Saturday. It’s designed to help free up traffic 

and thereby make a small dent in our air pollution prob-
lem. Most but not all shops are complying and the Socie-
ty has helped raise awareness of the regular transgres-
sors. 

Station update 
The most visible development at the station is a new 
canopy roof for passengers waiting on Platform One. It is 
uncertain if it is extensive enough to protect people from 
heavy downpours. And despite promises from the rail 
authorities, there remains the eyesore of the metal com-
pound that obstructs the entrance to the side of the sta-

tion. The next construction work is likely to be some limited work beginning 
in March to restore the part of the façade above the entrance. The rest of 

the façade either side of 
this is Network Rail’s responsibility and it is hoped that they will 
restore this later.  The Society has made a submission to the con-
sultation on the South Western rail franchise which will be award-
ed later this year. Only two companies are bidding for the fran-
chise and this raises concerns over the lack of competition. In our 
submission we drew attention to the need for better communica-
tion with passengers in future and suggested Putney could benefit 
from a later train from Waterloo at the weekend particularly since 
we will miss out on the planned night underground trains. ▪ 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@

nao.gsi.gov.uk 

The not quite adequate, not quite 

finished canopy at Platform One 

The once handsome façade of Putney Station 

Diary Dates 

 

Sunday March 6  Putney Embankment 

    Art Market 

Saturday 12, 26 March Scrub Bashing 

Thursday  March 17  Putney Society AGM 

Sunday March 27  Boat Race 

Thursday  April 14  GLA Hustings 

Tuesday May 10     Visit to Southside  

    House 

Saturday June 4, 11  Wandsworth   

    Heritage Festival 

Sunday July 31  Ride London Cycle  

    (road closures) 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk  

Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992,  29 Commondale, SW15 1HS,  nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk  

Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk  

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Wandsworth Sea Cadets are recruiting! 
Wandsworth Sea Cadets offer an inspirational environment for young people 
aged 10 – 18 years old to challenge themselves and personally develop 
through nautical adventure based on the customs and traditions of the Royal 
Navy. Go on, get out on water and join us! The unit is open every Tuesday 
7pm – 9pm (Juniors age 10-12), Friday from 7.30pm – 9.30pm (cadets age 12

-18) and Sunday 10am – 3pm (all ages).   Visit: www.sea-cadets.org/wandsworth  contact: Jes-
sica Keating on 07798 677012 / jkeating@mssc.org ▪ 

Bird Life 
The 'bird barges', set in the Thames adjoining the eastern end of Wandsworth Park, 
have been a big success.  They are very popular with river birds looking for somewhere 
safe to roost.  One of our members recently counted 133 cormorants on the four barges 
as well as 8 grey herons.  "A very impressive sight and a record as far as I am con-
cerned", she commented.  The barges were placed there well over a decade ago as part 
of a planning permission granted by WBC for the mooring of houseboats in the river at 
Prospect Quay.  This development involved the removal of an old industrial jetty, long 
disused but popular with river birds for roosting.  The developer, 
as part of a Section 106 legal agreement with the Council, was 

required to pay for the provision of the 'bird barges' as a replacement roosting habitat.  It is 
also good to see that, at Queensmere on Wimbledon Common, (between the Windmill and 
the back of Putney Vale Cemetery), two swans have taken up residence again after about 
year since the last pair of swans died.  We must hope that this couple will decide to build a 
nest on one of the floating platforms provided in the pond so that, once again, we can enjoy 
watching a family of cygnets grow up on this popular spot on the Common. ▪ 

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 

The Greying of Gardens 

The Open Spaces Panel has been considering the disappearing front garden.  In-
spired by the Royal Horticultural Society Campaign to reclaim the front garden, 
we wonder what our members think about the increasing use of hard surfaces in 
front gardens.  According to the RHS,  nearly one in four gardens nationally is 
paved over – but in London nearly half of all front gardens are paved, an increase 
of 36% in the last ten years. Why should we be concerned?  Quite apart from the 
rather dismal aesthetic of gardens with few or no plants there are real environ-

mental consequences. Gardens can soak up rain, but paving, tarmac and concrete are much less porous and in-
crease the amount of rainwater that runs off by as much as 50%.  In London, rain goes into the sewage system, 
which cannot always cope with the surge in water, and is lost to the local environment. The increased run off from 
paved areas is one of the factors behind the need for the new £4.2bn super sewer tunnel.  All Putney Society mem-
bers are aware of the severe problems with air quality locally, but are we as aware that reducing the amount of 
vegetation reduces the surface area that can absorb particulates and other pollutants?  Much of the pressure 
comes from the need for parking spaces, but it is possible to accommodate both cars and plants by the use of po-
rous surfaces, planting up vertical surfaces, planting in the corners, using planting pockets in the hard surface and 
planting up containers. There is plenty of advice from both the local council and the RHS on paving types that re-
duce run-off.  Try brick pavers, gravel, matrix pavers or grass reinforcement.  Have you any additional ideas about 
how to reverse this greying of our front gardens? ▪ 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com

