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THE PUTNEY SOCIETY CHRISTMAS LUNCH—SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 2015   
The Society’s Christmas lunch will be held on Saturday 12 December at Alquimia Restaurant, 30 
Brewhouse Lane, Putney Wharf, SW15 from 12.30. A three-course Tapas meal will be served and 
there will be a welcome drink on arrival. The cost is £30 per head including wine with the meal and 
service.  To book, please send a s.a.e. plus a cheque for £30.00 per person made out to ‘The Putney 
Society’ and send to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH by 26 
November 2015.  
Starters: Mixed salad, Coca bread with tomato, garlic & extra virgin olive oil, Spanish cured meat 
selection Tapas to share: Whitebait, Broad beans Catalan style, Aubergines with rosemary honey, 
Fried eggs with chips and Mallorcan chorizo, Roasted cod with Alli oli and baby spinach. Dessert: 
Churros with chocolate.  ∎  

It’s not too late to book! 

Diary Dates 
December 4 
Putney High Street Xmas Lights  
December 5 
Small Business Market,  
Church Square  
December 6 
Putney School of Art and Design  
Christmas Fair (11.00-18.00) 
January 13 
Wandsworth Environment  
Forum Meeting  
February 17 
Visit to Middle Temple 

Letter 

to the 

Editor 

Dear Editor 
After a few weeks of sweeping up leaves from the plane trees that line my street, it was 
salutary to read a recent article in the RHS publication ”The Garden” reminding us of the 
benefits of street and garden trees. 
We are all becoming aware of the dangers of fine particulates in the air in major cities like 
London - recent data from the World Health Organisation estimates that 
each year 450,000 premature deaths in Europe are caused by particu-
lates. It is not quite so well known that particulates settle (and are to 

some extent retained) on the large surface area of tree canopies.  Large-leaved trees such as the 
London plane are better at trapping the particulates than smaller smoother leaved trees. Trees 
also protect us from extremes of temperature, providing a cooling effect in summer and slowing 
wind speed in winter. 
So – as you bag up the last of those pesky leaves – remember the beneficial effects of our street 

trees. Yours truly, Judith Chegwidden  ∎  

Snippets 
 
The Society is sponsoring a Blue 
Plaque for Henri Gaudier-Breszka, 
sculptor extraordinaire, Putney resi-
dent for four years of his short life and 
inspiration for the Vorticists, assuming 
of course, TfL can be induced to per-
mit the insertion of a couple of screws 
into the appropriate railway arch. ∎  
 
Good news for the Sea Scouts who 
have had use of their hut restored on 
condition that One Trust learning disa-
bility group is also allowed to use it. ∎  
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Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 10 Dec, 14 Jan, at              
6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (20.15) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 8 Dec,  12 Jan 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW152D (19.30) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 9  Dec, 13 Jan 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 3 Dec, 7Jan 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (19.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

Page 2 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.

gov.uk 
 

  

Some mixed news this month with progress on two long running issues but glacial move-
ment elsewhere.  
Two long running campaigns which the Society and other local groups and councillors 
have supported are now coming to fruition. 
 ·         A 20 mph limit is being introduced across residential roads in Thamesfield. The nec-
essary signs and road markings are expected to be in place by the end of November; 
·         A temporary ban on Putney High Street deliveries between 07.00 and 19.00 is also 
expected to be introduced by the end of November. The intention of this initiative is to 
free up the traffic flow and thereby help reduce air pollution. 
Meanwhile developments at Putney Station slowly grind on. After over a year the large 
workman’s ‘shipping container’ continues to block much of the pavement outside the 
station making it difficult for pedestrians to get past. Inside we await work to start on a 
new canopy for Platform 1. Originally scheduled to commence in September there were 
no visible signs of movement by mid-November. In the meantime, passengers continue 
to shelter from the rain by blocking the stairs leading down to the platform. On a more 
positive note, new front entrance doors have been fitted and the booking hall decorated. 
News of when the problems with the power supply will be finally resolved and when re-
tail outlets will open are still awaited.  A continuing theme throughout this development 
has been one of poor communications and a lack of public accountability. 
Looking ahead, we await details of the proposed closure of Hammersmith Bridge for re-
pairs next year and the possible traffic implications for Putney. And Wandsworth Council 
are expected to run another consultation shortly on their revised proposals for the 

Wandsworth one-way system.  ∎  

Putney wellbeing friends 
On 2 December a new scheme launches at Putney Library, Disraeli Rd - Putney wellbeing friends.  This befriend-
ing scheme, which will operate at the library on Wednesday evenings 6pm-8pm, aims to help those with common 
mental health problems such as depression and anxiety. It will be run by a team of local volunteers from all walks 
of life and of all ages who are skilled at listening to others. They will offer a confidential and compassionate ear to 
those seeking help. Members of the team have been trained in internationally accredited Mental Health First Aid. 
Some have themselves had direct experience of common mental health problems. Information will be signposted 
via the wellbeing hub: www.wandsworthccg.nhs.uk/hub about self-help therapies on managing mood and over-
coming worry and stress. The scheme uses public health funds and will work in close collaboration with Putney 
GPs. Further information is available from co-ordinator Sue Rolfe rolfe.sue3@gmail.com  and on 
www.care4me.org.uk. We do all need to look after our mental health as much as our physical health and they are 
frequently interrelated. There should be no stigma in talking amongst ourselves or to other people about either 
mental or physical health. Times are changing. It's time to talk! ∎  

Laugh, cry or get urgent help? 

In a report by Meinhardt on the replacement building for 56 to 70 Putney High Street prepared for British Land, there is a 

comprehensive description as to the ventilation of the residential accommodation to be erected there. The gem of the re-

port is that all the windows in residential properties will be alarmed such that a warning sounds after they have been 

opened for 15 minutes in order, presumably, to prevent the residents suffering excessively from Putney High Street air-

pollution levels. ∎ 
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Buildings 

Panel  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 
 

  

Open 

Spaces 

Panel 

 

We finally got our day at City Hall, but although he seemed to be listening to the many 
good reasons for refusal set out eloquently by Councillors McDermott and Ryder for 
Wandsworth, Assembly Member Richard Tracey, the Wandsworth Green  Party, Better 
Putney and ourselves, Boris Johnson still gave consent to the plans for replacing 56-70 
Putney High Street.   His 100% record on this remains intact. 
I also need to thank Councillors Paul Ellis and Simon Hogg, along with Tracey Lees, CEO of 
Wandle Housing Association for guiding us through the (then) current position on the 
provision of ‘affordable housing’, very little of which it seems is actually available at rents 
most families can afford.  Of course, the Chancellor has since changed this again by re-
quiring developments to now fund starter homes instead.  These may help some on to 
the very bottom of the housing ladder, as will extending the Right to Buy to Housing As-
sociation tenants, but both are likely to reduce building by all except the big developers.     
Meanwhile few will be surprised to hear that Wandsworth has given consent for almost 
the last office building on the Upper Richmond Road, the former home of VSO, to be re-
placed by another 12 storeys of flats.  But we were surprised that they refused consent 
for the illuminated billboard opposite the Methodist Church to be replaced by a taller but 
narrower one.  Maybe they regret consenting the monsters  recently erected at Rosslyn 

Park, where the Society were amongst the very few to object.  ∎ 

The appearance of Wandsworth Park has been greatly improved by removal of sucker 

shoots at the bases of many large trees. The Friends of Wandsworth Park has countered 

Wandsworth Borough Council’s desire to spend Community Infrastructure Levy funding 

on installing lights on the basis of a recent bat survey which showed five types of bat 

(including one rare species) nesting in the trees. The panel is unhappy about the Council’s 

intention to install hard standing for cars at north end of Putney Park Lane.  ∎  

PUTNEY PROMOTIONS 
We are VERY excited about our latest project, and 
hope you will be too. To encourage more people to 
‘shop local’, we are signing up as many shops and 
businesses as we can to our new Putney Society 
Shopper’s Discount Scheme. Participating business 
will have a small sticker with our logo (‘The Swan’) in 
their window, and you, our members, will each have 
a membership card entitling you to the offered dis-
count. The discount may be a fixed percentage of the 
purchase or membership cost or some other incen-
tive. Discount offers will be listed on the Putney Soci-
ety Website. So far, about 25 shops, restaurants, 
hairdressers, upholsterers, antique shops and many 
others have signed up.  All Putney Society members 
will be receiving a membership card and the scheme 
will get off the ground early next year.  Happy shop-
ping locally! 
Please watch the website for updates.  Any queries 

to vickysw15@aol.com.   ∎ 

TOUR OF MIDDLE TEMPLE 
WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2016 at 11.00 a.m. 

We will have an historic guided journey of Middle Tem-
ple, one of the four Inns of Court.  This venue has sur-
vived the Great Fire of London and both World Wars.  We 
will walk through one of the finest Elizabethan Halls in the 
country where William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night re-
ceived its first known performance.  Middle Temple was 
the western part of ‘The Temple’ of the Knights Templar 
until 1312.  Temple Church stands as a ‘peculiar’ church 
of the Middle and Inner Temples. 
The visit will last approx. one hour.  To book your place 
please send a SAE (or your email address), with your 
name, address, and contact phone number and, together 
with a cheque for £12.00 (members) and £14.00 (non-
members) made payable to ‘The Putney Society’ to 
Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, 
London SW15 6QH. 
Because we have to confirm final numbers well in ad-

vance and places are limited, please apply early……  ∎ 

Commons’ News 
WPCC Open Meeting on 2 December at the London Scottish Golf Club, Windmill Rd, London SW19 5NQ .  
Scrub bashing:  Saturday 19 December, 10am. More dates in the next bulletin. 
Prue Whyte has been elected as Chair of the Conservators and Nick Evans has resigned as a Conservator.  The text 

of his resignation statement can be found on the PutneySW15 (http://www.putneysw15.com/).   ∎ 
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk  

Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992,  29 Commondale, SW15 1HS,  nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk  

Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk  

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 

The Community 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
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Exciting news about public loos at the Boat Race! The Boat Race Co and WBC will share the cost 
next year and sites have already been identified. This is great news – finally there will be toilets 
for all on the day. 
St Mary’s Church has opened its doors to Rough Sleepers, the homeless support group. They 
need warm clothing and shoes (not summer sandals), so if you have any useful items, do drop 
them in. Things like tooth brushes and toothpaste, new underwear are always welcome too. 
The Age UK London Business Directory linking older residents to trusted traders is an online  
service which aims to  reduce the risk of people in later life being exploited by ‘rogue’ traders. 
Tradespeople are checked by Age UK London staff and customer references are independently  
obtained by Age UK London for each trade member. Only traders that have been thoroughly 
vetted by Age UK London and deemed to be reputable and reliable will appear on the directory. 
Older people in Wandsworth will be able to search for a plumber, electrician, roofer, homecare, 
builder, gardener, painting and decorating, handyman and more. As enquiries are received, the 
directory is developed to meet the demand from local senior citizens. The Age UK brand is one of 
the most recognised brands in the UK and trusted by many older people. The directory can be 
viewed online at www.aubdlondon.co.uk or alternatively you can call 0800 334 5056 for free and 

speak with a member of the team who will assist you.  ∎ 

Consultation on Putney Library 
The Friends of Putney Library would like to consult Putney Society members about how 
to strengthen the library as a hub of the community and what services it should offer in 
the future to reflect the way people live today. 
You can complete the online survey at: 
http://www.tiny.cc/PutneyLibrarySurvey2015 
 Or read the consultation document print off the survey to send or take to the library at:  
http://www.tiny.cc/SW15PutneyLibrarySurvey  ∎ 

Walking London 
Bruce McVean, Principal Strategy Planner, Transport for London gave a talk recently to Wandsworth Living Streets in 
which he revealed some astonishing facts: 

In Inner London 93% of journeys of <500m are walked 
In Wandsworth, residents walk on average 25 to 30 minutes each day 
Londoners make 6.3 million door to door trips on foot each day 

TfL therefore has to consider the competing needs for movement of pedestrians as in road crossing time as well as 
walking space, and also the ‘place function’ of congregation, socialisation and the impact of shops and places of re-
freshment. 
Mr McVean went on to say that TfL regards it as important that London is a better place for walking particularly in 
terms of safety so that the health benefits of walking can be realized without threat and this thrust is incorporated 

into all new plans.  ∎ 

Quote of the Month: 
‘Irrationality is the square root of all evil’ 
Douglas Hofstadter, Professor of Cognitive Science 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
http://www.aubdlondon.co.uk
http://www.tiny.cc/PutneyLibrarySurvey2015
http://www.tiny.cc/SW15PutneyLibrarySurvey

