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Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 24 September 2015,  

7.00pm, Roehampton University, 

Grove House, Froebel College,  

SW15 5PJ  

ROEHAMPTON  

UNIVERSITY and how  

it relates to the local  

community ... 

What are their plans for the future? Is 

there more growth planned? What are 

community relations like? The meeting 

will be chaired by the Putney Society 

but led by Reggie Blennerhassett,  

Pro Vice-Chancellor & Director of  

Finance; Ghazwa Alwani-Starr,  

Director of Estates & Campus  

Services; Professor Lynn Dobbs,  

Deputy Vice-Chancellor & Provost  

and Director of Communications,  

Liam Hurley. 

Refreshments will be served.  

(NOTE: 7pm and NOT at our usual 

venue, St Mary’s Church.)  

We hope all our readers had a great summer 

wherever you went or whatever you did ... 

Members’ Meeting  

Thursday 22 October 2015, 

7.30pm  Brewer Building, St Mary’s 

Church, Putney Bridge 

(Un)affordable Housing 

Until recently there was little debate 

about housing. Now with ever rising 

waiting lists, house prices, and rents,  

it has become a political hot potato.  

Today’s main definition of ‘Affordable’ 

needs you to have a minimum income 

of £70,000 pa, and members are asking 

how their children will find homes to live  

in Putney.  

Before the 1980’s it was simple.   

Councils built and provided homes for 

the poor at subsidised rents, mostly on 

big estates such as Ashburton on  

Putney Heath and the Alton estates in  

Roehampton.   

The rest of us bought or rented  

relatively affordable and available 

homes on the open market.   

Continued, page 2/... 

Putney Society 

Members’ Meetings 

are free to members 

and £3 at the door 

for non-members.  

1) Prudential ‘RideLondon’,  

Putney Bridge 2) Worthing beach 

3) ‘Car free day’ on the          

embankment 4) Volunteers   

removing scrub on  Putney Heath. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk


Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 10 Sept, 8 Oct 
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 
 

 

Transport: 8 Sept, 13 Oct 
 (venue to be confirmed at 7.30pm)  
Convenor : Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 9 Sept, 14 Oct 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 3 Sept, 1 Oct 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Members’ Meeting, Wednesday 22 October 2015 

(Un)Affordable Housing, continued/... 

Then successive governments removed the grants to Councils, and told them 

to sell what they have through ‘right to buy’. The public sector stopped building 

completely. Housebuilding slowed down during the banking crisis, and even 

their best efforts now still only meet half the demand.   

Wandsworth Council have started building again, but on a very small scale 

compared to the past. The main provision is now through Housing Associa-

tions, but they in turn are threatened by right to buy, subject to legislation due 

‘in the Autumn’. Cash to build is supposed to come from developers, in  

exchange for planning consents (which in turn increases house prices), but a 

loophole allows them to claim this is not necessarily viable even as their profits 

soar.     

So what now?   Our speakers will be: Paul Ellis, Conservative Councillor 

for Balham, Cabinet Member for Housing, Simon Hogg, Opposition Speaker on 

the Housing and Regeneration Overview and Scrutiny Committee and Labour 

Councillor for Latchmere Ward and for the providers, and Tracey Lees, CEO of 

Wandle Housing Association Limited.  

“Excellent, I’ll buy the lot!” 

MAGNA CARTA AND THE PUTNEY DEBATES 

FAITH PERSPECTIVES ON GOOD GOVERNMENT 

A series of three lectures each devoted to the perspective of one of the great world faiths on government 

and the shaping of democracy for the future of this nation. 

In 1215 at Runnymede the King put his seal on Magna Carta promising government by the rule of law. 

Centuries later, in 1647, during another pivotal confrontation between monarch and subject, the idea of 

democracy was debated for the first time in England in St Mary’s Church Putney. 

Now, more centuries later, how should we be governed in our multi-cultural, 21st century society? 

Since women’s voices were excluded from Magna Carta and the Putney Debates and since the voice of 

religious faith is no longer exclusively Christian in this country, three eminent women theologians will give 

an account of what modern good government might look like from the perspective of their faith. 

The free lectures all start at 8 pm in St Mary’s Church and will be followed by a discussion chaired by the 

broadcaster, Roger Bolton. Refreshments available from 7.15pm. The evening will finish about 9.15pm. 

The building is fully accessible. 

Thursday 1st October. Judaism. Rabbi Baroness Neuberger DBE, Senior Rabbi West London  

Synagogue 

Thursday 8th October. Christianity. The Very Revd June Osborne, Dean of Salisbury 

Thursday 26th November. Islam. Ms Sughra Ahmed, Programmes Manager, Woolf Institute.   

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.parishofputney.co.uk


Page 3 

Summer may offer a break for some, but  

the ever increasing pace of development in 

Putney meant that your Buildings Panel not 

only met in August, but for our longest 

meeting yet.    

Facing up to Wandsworth Council’s plans 

for the regeneration of Roehampton contin-

ues to keep us and other local groups busy. 

Central to their plans is the demolition of 

Allbrook House and the Library. The 

Panel would like to support an application to 

Heritage England to make this a listed  

building, like the matching slab blocks on 

Clarence Lane. Close by is the Corner-

stone Hall, recently sold by the Church 

of England which is now on Wandsworth’s 

list as an Asset of Community Value, and 

there is an application to have this building 

added to the ‘local list’ as well. 

Meanwhile in Putney High Street, British 

Land’s scheme for the block that includes 

TKMaxx, after being refused planning  

permission by Wandsworth Council  

following vigorous local campaigning, has 

been ‘called in’ by Boris Johnson, who we 

fear will give it the green light. We need to 

ensure a key part of this decision is the  

effect of development on the already  

dreadful air quality in the town centre. This 

is, after all, not the only proposed  develop-

ment on the High Street. Top Shop’s  

proposal is waiting for a  committee date. 

Now there is a scheme to double the height 

of 1 Putney Wharf (application ref 

2015//4140). We had to look twice at this 

address too. This building sits at the back of 

Church Square and is therefore closer to 

the historic St Mary’s Church than anything 

else. We think 6 storeys will be 3 too many.   

Tell us, and the planners, what you think.    

It’s not just big planning applications that 

keep your panel busy.  Several members 

got in touch about the brick wall that has 

recently appeared in Quill Lane. Sadly, for  

it is indeed an eyesore, this one seems to 

be legally unstoppable Permitted Develop-

ment which the Council can do nothing 

about. Complaints in this case should go to 

the Department for Communities & Local  

Government who make these rules. But we 

can claim some success in getting refusals 

for a front dormer, and a double roof exten-

sion, each of which would have set a prece-

dent in unspoiled streets.  

More worrying is the growing trend for  

owners to embark on major alterations  

without consent, whether because they 

don’t care, or because of increasing  

frustration with the understaffed, and hence 

ever slower, planning department. If it’s 

happening in your street tell us. Since the 

last Bulletin we have had to report to the 

Council the gutting of a house in Gwendolen 

Avenue (in a Conservation Area). The 

Leader of the Council has promised action 

on Gwendolen Avenue, but we are still  

following several other cases where  

enforcement has yet to result in removal of 

what should never have been built. Just like 

with water leaks, don’t assume anybody 

else has reported it.   

 

Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Durkan’s 100 Putney Common 

development at the old Putney 

Hospital site rising over the  

Common. 

Putney Society Rowing Pictures: The Whitbread Collection 

Thirty years ago a Pub in the Upper Richmond Road called “The Coach and Eight” had  

a unique collection of rowing memorabilia, including prints, photos and maps. In 1979  

Whitbread the brewers decided to dispose of the collection. Judge Ian Fife, Chair of the 

Putney Society (later President) came to hear of this and persuaded the brewer to hand 

the pictures over to the Society. Half were given on loan to the London Rowing Club and 

the other half to Thames Rowing Club. Several years ago Thames Rowing Club gave their 

half of the pictures to the Wandsworth Library. Recently the London Rowing Club decided 

that they too no longer had a use for the pictures.  

Several members of the Society felt that they should be seen rather than be kept in  

storage. The pictures, although of no great value, are interesting and very much connect-

ed with Putney. It was therefore decided  that they should be offered on loan to pubs and 

restaurants near the river. They can now be seen and enjoyed at The Putney Pantry, 

Brew and Del Ray Cafe in the Lower Richmond Road, and at “The Coat and Badge” 

which has taken those which are to do with Doggett's Coat and Badge race.  

Hugh Samuel, John Horrocks, Caroline Whitehead 

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk


The Society's Open Spaces Panel organises occasional walks 

in Putney Park Lane to review issues in the Lane and discuss  

how it is being maintained and managed by the Borough Council.   

It is some time since our last walk - so, it's time for another!  It is an unusually 

long and thin public open space with a number of special features which need 

to be kept under careful consideration. 

Join us on Thursday 17 September at 5.30pm at the Upper Richmond Road 

end of the Lane, when we will set out to walk up to the Putney Heath end,  

discussing the issues in the Lane as we go.  We hope to be joined by staff from 

the Council's Parks team who can help us in our deliberations. All welcome - 

dogs included!  

Plant Casualties in Wandsworth Park 

This year's dry spring and hot July have taken their toll on Wandsworth Park. 

Over recent years, the Council has been removing old shrubs and replacing 

them with new plants.  Unfortunately, there has been a significant degree of 

failure to establish and many of the new plants have dried out and died.  Where 

we used to have established shrubs, we now have bare earth!  It is looking 

very sad. Why has this happened?  Who failed to carry out watering?  Will 

there be replacement planting this autumn?  Who will pay? Will we (and  

especially the new Friends of Wandsworth Park) be able to find the answers to 

these questions?   

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 

A garden in Commondale  

overlooking Putney Common. 

What can be done to improve  

recycling rates in Wandsworth? 

In 2013/14 Wandsworth had the third lowest 

rate of recycling waste in Greater London; the 

recycling rate dropped from 23.45% to 20.44% 

in comparison with the previous year. 

The breakdown for Wandsworth is 62% green 

waste sent for composting, 21% mixed recycling 

(excluding contamination), 10% landfill and 6%  

other. 

Nationwide recycling rates seem to have plateaued 

and there is now little hope that England will meet 

the EU Waste Framework Target of 50% by 2020.  

The overall recycling rate in England was 43.2% in 

2012/13 but inner city boroughs like Wandsworth, 

Lewisham and Tower Hamlets struggle to get 

above 20%. 

The reasons are complex: 

 a high population turnover in Inner London  

boroughs, which possibly leads to a lack of 

householder engagement and understanding 

 confusion over recycling systems – there are 

around 400 different collection and recycling 

schemes in England – every time you move  

into a new area, you have to learn a new system 

 high density housing in Inner London with little 

space for recycling facilities 

 lack of public confidence about the end destina-

tion of rubbish put into recycling bins 

 the high proportion of recyclate that is rejected 

because it is too dirty or is the wrong type 

(particularly plastic).   

The position is further confused when (as in 

Wandsworth) the Council has a contract with an 

incinerator operator. When landfill tax has to be 

paid there are clear incentives to increase recycling 

rates, but when a council is contracted to supply a 

particular volume for incineration (possibly incurring 

a penalty when the target volume is not achieved), 

there is little or no incentive to increase the per-

centage of waste being recycled. 

What more can be done?  Some suggestions by 

Judith Chegwidden, Chair of the Society, are  

given on our website. Let her know if you have any 

ideas on how to improve things. Surely there is no 

reason why England cannot match the recycling 

rates of 65% in Germany and 70% in Austria?  JC 
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We thoroughly enjoyed the last  

Members’ Meeting on the Himalayas, 

and raised £64.91 for the D.E.C  

Appeal. Some members also  

donated to the speaker’s chosen  

charity, the Himalayan Cataract  

Project.  

Defibrillators  

Further to my previous comments 

about defibrillators, I have done more 

research.  London Ambulance Service 

only have TWO registered defibrillators 

in Putney – one in a dentist on the 

Lower Richmond Road, and one in 

M&S on the High Street. Well done 

M&S! We were shocked to find that 

there wasn’t one at either Putney 

mainline station or at East Putney 

Tube or the Exchange. I have spoken 

to the staff at Putney Station and they 

are totally behind us trying to get one 

installed. There is a defibrillator regis-

tered at Putney Bridge Station. The 

gyms and Leisure Centre in Putney do 

have them, as do Putneymead, Heath-

bridge and Chartfield Surgeries. In 

fact, ALL GP surgeries should have  

at least one machine on site. Fire  

Engines supposedly have one on 

board, but when I rang the  

Wandsworth Fire Brigade, the  

telephonist didn’t know anything about 

them, which wasn’t very encouraging. 

The Wetland Centre has one in the 

central courtyard, which is checked 

weekly. We will have a brainstorming 

session to see what we can do about 

this. Maybe a fundraiser? Anyone with 

thoughts on this should contact me, or 

if you know where any other defibrilla-

tor are.  

Volunteers 

The Samaritans in Putney (Felsham 

Road) are looking for more volunteers. 

The Samaritans are available 24/7, 

365 days a year and last year Putney 

Samaritans answered some 40,711 

calls out of a total of 5,331,295. Shona 

Synnott, Director at Putney Samaritans 

says “Anyone can volunteer, as long 

as you have the ability to listen and 

empathise without judging or giving 

advice. You don’t have to man the 

phones: fundraising, marketing, admin, 

IT or other valuable skills are all wel-

come. Some do outreach work, such 

as in schools and youth centres, and 

for Network Rail. Volunteers who are 

able to offer a shift a week of between 

2 ½ and 4 ½ hours are welcome”. Call 

03705 627282 or email  

volunteering@samaritans.org  

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

The Woods Cry Out, November 11 & 12, 2015 at 7.30pm 

With actors including 

Simon Callow, Wendy Cater, Clive Merrison and Timothy West 

Wandsworth Civic Suite, Wandsworth High Street, SW18 2PU 

Doors open 7.00pm, refreshments available with licensed bar Tickets £12, 

£7.50 (18 and under)  Bookings: tara-arts.com 0208 333 4457 

Suitable for 11+. Quote promo code: ‘PutM&Smember’  

A programme of words and music commemorating Wandsworth’s  

involvement in World War One, including poems by local poet Edward 

Thomas and from the Royal Victoria Patriotic Hospital; and the story of 

the Wandsworth battalion. 

Presented by Putney Music. Supported by Putney Society, Wandsworth  

Society and Friends of Wandsworth Museum. 

In aid of SSAFA (formerly known as Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Families).  

http://www.cureblindness.org
http://www.cureblindness.org
mailto:volunteering@samaritans.org
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
tara-arts.com


Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692   

secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin & Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

editor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  
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Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

 

Airports consultation – next steps 

The Government intends to make a final decision before the end of the year on the 

recommendation by the Airports Commission that Heathrow should develop a third 

runway, contingent on the delivery of a significant package of environment and  

community measures. The Society are considering the Commission’s recommenda-

tions and will prepare a short response. 

Putney Station 

The next phase of works at the station is now underway. Specific details of what will 

happen and when is on the South West Trains web site. Work to construct a canopy 

on platform one won’t be completed until next March while work to support and  

repair the retaining wall on Platform One will take another two years. We await news 

on what sort of retail outlet will appear on the concourse. The station will be closed to 

passengers on Sunday 4 October to enable the removal of trees on the embank-

ment.  

Buses 

Following pressure from the Society the missing Countdown indicator for the  

Wimbledon bound buses at the stop outside Putney Station has been reinstalled.  

Unfortunately after six months, and two missed deadlines, there is still no new date 

for a replacement shelter for the 85 bus at the bottom of Putney Hill. This matter is 

being pursued with TfL.  

Cycling consultation 

We propose to respond to the Council’s new cycling strategy and would welcome 

comments from members. Please either respond to the Society by early September 

or individually to the Council before the closing date of 20 September.     

Dear Sir,  

Putney and NW Wandsworth 1894 

Some of your readers may be interested to know that Alan Godfrey has published a third in  

his series of Old Ordnance Survey Maps for Putney, reproducing a map of 1894, and thus 

complimenting his previous publications for 1866 and 1913. ISBN 978-1-84784-915-1. 

The area to the East of Putney Hill is largely built over (except what had become Rusholme 

and Holbush Roads by 1913), but to the West, development has only got as far along  

Clarendon Drive as No. 19, and there is yet only house in Gwendolen Avenue (now No. 7). 

The map is backed by an enlightening text by Pamela Taylor. She quotes Osbert Lancaster’s 

reference to Putney Hill’s “immense residential dullness”, and many of us will surely agree 

with her critique of recent development that ‘the high-rises near Holy Trinity Church are  

particularly unforgiveable but most of the small blocks of flats also take “immense residential 

dullness to a whole new level.”  Yours sincerely, Derek Purcell , Dryburgh Mansions, SW15 

Letter 

to the 

Editor 

mailto:judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.southwesttrains.co.uk/uploads/proposedplanofworks.pdf
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/12881/council_publishes_new_strategy_to_promote_cycling?utm_source=Wandsworth%406&utm_campaign=af36ff81e3-Wandsworth%406&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fbd64a91fa-af36ff81e3-398469201
http://www.alangodfreymaps.co.uk

