
New underpass at Putney Bridge? 

M a y  2 0 1 4  

The Bulletin 

For years there have been discussions 

about a pedestrian underpass at Putney 

Bridge to avoid the dreadful traffic, and this 

year the Putney Society Transport Panel 

decided to take things further by carrying 

out their own detailed investigation.  

Using existing vaults that support the struc-

ture, pedestrians could safely pass below 

the third busiest bridge in London (40,000 

vehicles per day) using an underpass similar 

to the one on the Fulham side. No more  

waiting at red lights; no risk of accidents. 

The justification is clear, more so because 

after the Nine Elms development is com-

pleted Putney Bridge will be the only loca-

tion for the entire length of the river’s 

south bank, from Tower Bridge to Hamp-

ton Court, where walkers using the Thames 

Path have to cross a road.  

The vault presently used as a meeting room 

by St Mary’s Church could be connected to 

the vault belonging to 4-6 Putney High 

Street to create a passageway  

between the Church forecourt and Water-

man’s Green. Head height is sufficient and 

both floors are above the Thames high tide 

level.  

The proposal is feasible providing that the 

Church, the owner of 4-6 Putney High 

Street and Wandsworth Council (the owner 

of the bridge) all agree. 

To compensate the Church for the loss of 

its vault it is proposed the store room 

would be refitted and extended to include a 

new meeting room. 

A small portion of the vault belonging to 

4-6 Putney High Street would be required. 

The premises have a valid planning permis-

sion for use as a bar/restaurant that  

includes opening the vault entrance facing 

the Thames to access a seating area on  

Waterman’s Green. The premises are for 

sale and it is hoped that the new owners 

will agree to the Putney Society proposal. 

Wandsworth Council have yet to respond 

formally. However, Councillor Michael 

Ryder (Thamesfield ward) writes, “I’d abso-

lutely love to see anything that enhances Putney’s 

position as a riverside borough, that encourages 

people to stroll alongside the Thames, to properly 

enjoy the Embankment. But, and of course there’s 

always a but, I honesty cannot see funds being  

realistically available for quite some while for such 

a project, desirable as it is”. 

If you support the proposal, write to the 

Council or raise the issue during the forth-

coming Putney Society Hustings. 

A complete version of the  proposal can be 

seen on the the Society’s website  

(www.putneysociety.org.uk). See the plan 

on page 3.  Comments can also be made by 

emailing a letter to Editor Nick Evans at   

ncsevans@gmail.com.  

Waterman’s Green 

  Panel Meetings May & June 

  All members are very welcome to attend Putney Society Panel Meetings. The dates in May and June are: 

  Community: 8 May, 12 June at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PF 

  Transport: 13 May, 10 June at 9 Charlwood Road, SW15 1PJ  

  Buildings: 14 May, 11 June at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 

  Open Spaces: 1 May at Putney Pantry, St. Mary ’s Church; 5 June at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 
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Over the last few weeks a number of 

concerns about the management of the 

Library and Heritage Service in  

Wandsworth by GLL have been raised 

by library users and members of the 

Putney Society.  

Sean Creighton, a local historian, 

and member of the Wandsworth  

Heritage Group, posed a number of 

questions to Diana Edmonds, the GLL 

Head of Libraries. Sean posted the  

replies on his blogspot: The answers 

are reassuring. However, there is no 

room for complacency. 

Diana Edmonds will talk about these 

concerns, as well as outlining future 

exciting developments in Wandsworth 

libraries and answer questions about 

the library system in Putney and else-

where in the Borough. The meeting, 

open to all, will be chaired jointly by 

Sue Rolfe, Putney Society and Colleen 

Samuel, Chair of Friends of Putney  

Library.  

To co-ordinate questions please send 

these in advance to Sue Rolfe - 

rolfe.sue3@gmail.com by  

Friday 23 May. Page 2 

Spring has sprung, and with it a  

new crop of cranes altering Putney’s  

skyline.   

Upper Richmond Road 

As ever the biggest concentration is 

along the Upper Richmond Road where 

at least two large blocks are rising out 

of the ground, with more to come not 

far behind. We did, of course, object to 

the excess height when the planning 

applications for these were lodged, but 

it seems that for our present Council 

bigger is better, and it’s only little 

schemes that get refused.  

Many are puzzled about the road works 

on Upper Richmond Road. It would  

appear that the concrete block and 

brick paved footways are being  

replaced by asphalt. Transport for  

London explain that the surface was 

uneven and for this reason it's better  

to provide a new level surface using 

asphalt. Whilst this may be true it might 

have been more cost effective simply to 

repair the paving rather than replace it. 

As to cost, efforts to determine who is 

paying for the work have not been  

successful. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

Of course London needs these extra 

homes, but sadly even where these 

new flats do get occupied the new  

residents may sleep in Putney, but 

most will work and shop in Central  

London. If there is a silver lining to  

this, it’s that the Council will collect  

considerable sums in “CIL” (which they 

have rechristened the Wandsworth  

Local Fund), to spend on the infrastruc-

ture the extra population will need.  

I hope you were able to come to our PS 

Members’ Meeting in April when there 

was a chance to influence how OUR 

15% of this gets spent. Even if you 

missed this, May is a good time to 

make your voice heard at the Society’s 

hustings for the council elections. 

Putney Station 

I’m pleased to report that in April one 

small scheme, which would have seen 

decking spread across the crowded 

pavement outside Putney Station, was 

refused despite there being only one 

objection from the Society. Our  

comments always carry more weight  

if backed up by other locals and we  

encourage members to add their own 

comments to the planning portal. 

Alton West Estate 

We have also commented on the  

Council’s ‘preferred option’ for develop-

ment of the Alton Estate in Roehamp-

ton. I realise that the Alton may not 

have many fans amongst the Society’s  

members, but we are still concerned  

at proposals that would see large  

numbers of homes ‘slum cleared’  

because of a failure to manage and  

maintain otherwise relatively new  

buildings. If you live in or near  

Roehampton, take a look at the  

proposals on line and have your say. 

How has GLL 

been performing 

in managing 

Wandsworth's  

Library and  

Heritage  

Services? 

27 May at  

Putney Library  

  

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Putney Hospital 

Friends of  

Putney Hospital  

has applied to the 

Appeal Court to  

re-hear the earlier 

Judicial Review  

decision to allow 

the Council to build  

access roads on  

Putney Common 

with the agreement 

of the WPCC. The 

Appeal has now 

been fixed for 30 

June 2014.  

http://historyandsocialaction.blogspot.co.uk/2014/04/how-has-gll-been-performing-in-managing-html
mailto:rolfe.sue3@gmail.com
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
http://www.friendsofputneycommon.org
http://www.friendsofputneycommon.org
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Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 

Police 

In May we will have a new Inspector – 

James Warrington, who will replace 

Andy Bott, the current Acting Sector 

Inspector. 

The latest MET crime figures of all  

the Boroughs in London show  

everywhere as ‘average’, except for 

Westminster (high), Camden and  

Islington (above average). 

The police were sad to announce that 

the body found in the Thames at the 

end of March was identified as the 

missing man, Marc Hutton.  

  

 

For Thamesfield, burglary is down 

this year by 20% compared to last 

year.  

   

Vehicle crime is still high as people 

will leave things in their cars, despite 

being warned repeatedly not to! 

If anyone attending SNT meetings in 

other wards besides Thamesfield 

would like to send in a regular update, 

it would be gratefully received. 

Any suggestions to: 

vickysw15@aol.com, and do look at 

the Putney Society Facebook and 

Twitter pages. 

Continued from Page 1 ... 

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com


London is a single constituency (“region”) in the 

European Parliament returning 8 MEPs to  

Brussels/Strasbourg. These are currently 3  

Conservative (share of vote in 2009 27.4%), 2 La-

bour (21.3%), 1 LibDem (13.7%), 1 Green (10.9%) 

and 1 UKIP (10.8%).  

In total there are 751 MEPs of which 73 are  

British, the same number as Italy and one behind 

France, while Germany has 96.  Seats for each of 

the 28 countries are apportioned by population, 

with a minimum of 6 for the smallest countries. 

The European Parliament is the only directly  

elected EU institution, has an equal say with  

national governments on nearly all EU laws and 

will have a decisive influence on who succeeds 

José Manuel Barroso in autumn 2014. Candidates 

are chosen by proportional representation rather 

than the UK Parliament’s ‘First Past The Post’  

system. Voters cast one vote for either a party list, 

with most parties offering several list candidates, 

or for an individual candidate standing as an  

independent. The number of MEPs elected from 

each party depends on the overall share of votes 

that each party receives.  
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Putney Bridge Closure scheduled for June 

As most readers will know the Council 

has secured significant funding to carry 

out essential repairs to Putney Bridge 

over the River Thames. The road sur-

face and the bridge’s underlying water-

proofing need to be replaced. An im-

proved drainage system is also required 

while other elements of the bridge need 

to be refurbished. The road across the 

bridge is part of the Strategic Road 

Network and is the responsibility of 

Wandsworth Council, Fulham and 

Hammersmith Council and Transport 

for London (TFL), who have been 

carrying out traffic modelling to ensure 

that the impact of the works are mini-

mized as much as possible. The options 

being explored include: 

 Full closure of the bridge for six 

months under normal working 

conditions             

 Full closure of the bridge under 

extended working hours – leading to 

shorter duration            

 Full closure of the bridge with 24/7 

working – leading to minimal  

duration 

 Part closure of the bridge to  

allow traffic to continue on the 

bridge in one direction – extending 

the duration to 11 months 

 

While no decision has yet been  

announced, it seems Wandsworth 

Council favour complete closure for 

the shortest time which would be six 

months. TFL has predicted Hammer-

smith and Chiswick Bridges will take 

the majority of traffic, while Wands-

worth Bridge will experience a 27% 

increase in northbound traffic in the 

evening. These estimates were based on 

2003 traffic surveys, but. later 2012 

estimates show flows across the cross-

ings are considerably higher (+22% on 

average, +33% higher for Putney 

Bridge inbound). The delays in making 

an announcement about the closure 

details may well be because further 

work on modelling by TFL and the 

Council is necessary.  

“Our overriding aim is 

to get the job done as 

quickly as possible 

and with the least 

amount of disruption 

to the travelling public 

and local businesses. 

However as soon as 

a decision on timings 

is reached, we 

will make sure that 

Putney residents and  

businesses – plus of 

course local amenity 

groups like the  

Putney Society - are 

the first to know.” 

WBC Council 

Spokesman 

European Election — May 22nd 
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Putney Society, Wandsworth Society and 

other civic groups challenge Council over 

planning failures in open letter to the PM 

Wandsworth London Borough 

Council is named in an ‘Open Let-

ter’ sent to David Cameron on the 7 

April showing major failures in its 

planning procedures, and calling for 

the Prime Minister to set up an 

urgent independent review. 

The issues which concern all the 

groups (Putney Society, Wandsworth Society, 

Friends of Putney Common and the Clap-

ham Junction Action Group) are the fair-

ness and legality of Wandsworth Coun-

cil's planning procedures. A 40+ page 

Appendix attached to the letter pro-

vides detailed analysis where major 

planning decisions have circumvented 

local planning guidelines and policies. 

In the press release issued with the 

letter a spokesman for the parties  

involved in compiling the appendix 

says: “Planning decisions frequently breach 

local and national policies and guidelines and, 

in recent years, there have been too many 

examples of bad practice for this to be  

ignored”.  

In a public response to the initiative the 

Council has accused Putney Society and 

the other community groups of  

“a Nimbyist approach” towards local 

planning procedures. But in fact the 

Societies are certainly not saying "not in 

my backyard", and believe that local-

ism, something the PM himself has 

supported, depends on the locally 

agreed guidelines and policies being 

followed scrupulously. They are saying 

"no inappropriate or insensitive devel-

opment in anyone's back yard".  

Enhancing Wandsworth Park 

The Open Spaces Panel has been 

reviewing Wandsworth Park over the 

seasons for the last year. We have 

been considering ways in which the 

Park might be enhanced.  It is 

Putney's largest municipal open 

space and could benefit from some 

tender loving care from local people 

who use the Park regularly.  It is 

delightful in the summer but can feel 

rather bleak in winter. 

Our findings are to be presented to 

the Society's Members' Meeting on 

Thursday 26 June at St Mary's 

Church at 7.30pm.   

 

Wandsworth Park is a historic listed 

Victorian park, like its big sister, 

Battersea Park. Can we learn from 

the Friends of Battersea Park?  Does 

Wandsworth Park need a 'Friends'?  

Come and have your say. 

Next Panel Meetings 

All members are welcome to attend 

Panel Meetings and we hope you will 

come . 

Thursday, May 1 at The Putney 

Pantry at St Mary's - 15.00 hrs 

Thursday, June 5th at  71 Norroy 

Road, SW15 1PH - 20.15 hrs 

 

Open  

Spaces  

Panel 

Convenor: John Horrocks 

020 8789 2956 

johnhorrocks10@btinternet

mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com


Around the Borough 

New Putney Town  Centre Manager 

After ten years as Putney's Town Centre Manager, Stephen  

Wallace has retired. Stephen's hard work achieved a lot for  

Putney. We will miss him. One enduring success was to  

negotiate for Alan Thornhill to present Putney with a collection of 

his sculptures to create the sculpture trail which runs from Leaders  

Gardens in the west to Prospect Quay in the east. The Council is 

currently reviewing the role of Town Centre Manager. Meanwhile 

Nicola Grant will be taking over from Stephen. 

Wandle ‘Flowing Through Time’ oral history project 

As part of the Living Wandle Partnership, funded by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund, Groundwork London (www.groundwork.org.uk/sites/

london) are delivering an oral history project. 

A monthly specialist art and design market will open on  

Putney Embankment on May 4 

The market, being run by the Council in collaboration with market 

operators SMT Management Ltd, will give the borough’s artists a 

chance to display their wares, and local residents the chance to 

buy high-quality affordable arts and crafts. It is being held on the 

first Sunday of the month on the Embankment between the Thai 

Square Restaurant and Thames Place, 10am-4pm. 

Wandsworth Arts Festival + Fringe 

The Festival runs from 2-18 May. Full details at 

www.wandsworthartsfestival.com. 

Wandsworth Museum  

Neil Couzens is leaving towards the end of June after three years 

as Director and the Trustees are seeking a new appointment.  

They are also actively seeking to move the museum to a new  

location and are confident one will be found. The Trustees are in  

intense discussions with a number of parties. Meanwhile visitor 

numbers rose in 2013 versus the year before and the Hintze  

Foundation continues to provide essential funding. 

Next Putney Society Visit in June 

The Society is organising a visit by coach to the William Morris 

Gallery in Walthamstow—look out for details in the next Bulletin. 
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Borough Elections 22 May 

PUTNEY SOCIETY  

HUSTINGS 2014  

Come to our Hustings meetings. 

The Putney Society has organised 

two election hustings meetings to 

give you and all Putney and  

Roehampton residents the chance 

to meet and interrogate the  

candidates for the local elections. 

Thursday 8 May at 7.30pm  

Roehampton Parish Hall, corner  

of Alton Road and Roehampton 

Lane for West Putney and  

Roehampton Wards. 

Thursday 15 May at 7.30pm 

St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge 

for Thamesfield and East Putney 

Wards 

We will be inviting all the parties 

putting up Council candidates 

(most have already accepted our 

invitation). There will be one 

speaker from each party, but we 

have invited all candidates to 

come along so that you get the 

chance to meet those standing  

in your ward.  

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/

electioncandidates 
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