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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 16 February 19.30  

Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

 

Commons Election Hustings 
 

There is an election this February for five members of the Board of  Conservators, which, as provided by 
the Wimbledon and Putney Commons Act 1871, owns and manages Putney Heath, Putney Lower Com-
mon and Wimbledon Common—our most important local open spaces. 

 

Commons Levy payers will receive the voting papers by post early in February. To vote, tick the boxes 
on the ballot form and send it off (to the Electoral Reform Services) by the due date.  You have five 
votes. 

 

Before you vote, come and meet some of the candidates. They are: Jennifer Cooke, Diana de Coverly 
Veale, David Devons, Jenny Evanson, Edward Harris, John Horrocks, Andrew Simon and Robin 
Touquet. They have all been invited to this meeting.  This is an opportunity to ask questions about the 
way the Conservators run the Commons and to decide how to use your votes. 

 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

 

Visit to The Royal Hospital, Chelsea 

Tuesday 14 February  2012 

 

We have arranged for a private tour of the Royal Hospital, founded 
in 1682 by King Charles II to house veteran soldiers and their 
officers.  With its Grade 1 listed buildings, it still serves its original 
purpose. We will have a two hour tour, escorted by a Chelsea 
Pensioner, commencing at 1.30 pm.  At the end of the tour it will 
be possible to have tea in the Infirmary Cafe, and also there will 
be an opportunity to visit the Museum and Shop. 
 
To book your place please send a SAE together with your name, phone 
number and email address, together with a cheque for £5.00 made 
payable to „The Putney Society‟, to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 
121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH.  You will be sent further details. 

 

Subscriptions 2012 

Members paying by 
cheque are reminded to 
send 2012 subs to Bob 

Bowmer - details on back 
page. 

For those subscribing to 
the e-bulletin please send 
a cheque made out to The 

Putney Society for £11; 

for those taking the postal 
bulletin it is £13.50.  

Thames Tunnel Consultation : Don’t miss your chance to have a say on this £4Bn megaproject : See Page 4 

 

Registered Charity No: 263242 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
February 26  Art Performance/Activism  see below 
February 5  St Marys 30th Anniversary  see below 
February 9  Wandsworth Museum talk  see below 
February 14  Visit to Chelsea Hospital  see front page 
February 16   MM Conservators Hustings see front page 
March 12  Visit to Royal Courts of Justice see January bulletin 
March 22  AGM     see below 

 AGM Annual General Meeting: 22 March 2012 
Our AGM will take place in the Brewer Building, St Mary‟s Church, on Thursday 22  March at 
7.30 pm - guest speaker Prof Paul O’Prey, Vice-Chancellor of Roehampton University and 
Putney resident. A nomination form is enclosed with, or attached to, this Bulletin, for nominations 
to the Executive Committee (EC) of members prepared to offer their input and time to the 
Society. The EC meets eleven times a year to plan the running of the Society, to discuss local 
issues, set and monitor budgets, plan events etc. This is your chance to get involved with our 
efforts to make Putney & Roehampton better places to live. Nominations need a proposer & 
seconder, who should be Society members. Please send completed forms to the Secretary 

Suzanne Taylor - details on the form. 

Pump House Gallery, Battersea Park 
11am-5pm (4pm weekends) (closed Mon/
Tue) until Sun 26 Feb:  Art Performance & 
Activism. New exhibition of work by artists/
activists based in Japan, who push the 
boundaries of where art, performance and 
activism meet. 8871 7572. 
Free. www.pumphousegallery.org.uk 

 

3 2 n d  W e s t  L o n d o n  H i s t o r y 
Conference HOME SWEET HOME Saturday 
24 March, Montague Hall, Montague Rd, 
Hounslow. 300 Years of  West London‟s 
housing. Speakers on Maids of Honour Row, 
Victorian Battersea etc. Tickets £8  

Contact ngrobson@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Photograph yourself with the Queen 
The Museum of London is asking Londoners to 
submit photographs of themselves taken in 
their homes with an object which has the 
Queen‟s picture on it. Ten entrants will be 
chosen to be photographed professionally to 
appear in the exhibition. The Putney Society 
will publish a selection of those submitted by 
its members. 
www.museumoflondon.org.uk/athomewiththequeen 

 

Other Events 

St Mary’s Church Putney 30th Anniversary 
Celebrations 
Sunday 5 February at 10am 
Eucharist with Christopher Chessun, the new 
Bishop of Southwark to mark the 30th 
Anniversary of re-dedication of the church 
following the fire. Putney MP, The Rt Hon. 
Justine Greening, The Mayor, Jane Cooper 
and many other friends from Putney will be 
attending. 
 
Wandsworth Museum 
Thursday 9 February 7.30pm  Talk by Stewart 
McLaughlin, Wandsworth Prison Museum‟s 
Curator 160 Years of Wandsworth Prison. 
Tickets £5 www.wandsworthmuseum.co.uk 

What is Going on at St George’s? 
Wandsworth Society have invited members to 
a meeting Thursday 23 February at 7.45pm 
West Side Church (corner Melody Rd & 
Allfarthing Lane). Mike Scott, newly appointed 
Chief Executive of St George‟s Healthcare 
NHS Trust will  explain why they want to 
become a foundation trust etc.  

 

 

http://www.pumphousegallery.org.uk
http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/athomewiththequeen
http://www.wandsworth
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plans in All Saints Church, so that people can see  
exactly what the development involves.  It is quite a 
complex scheme.  It can be expected that planning 
permission will be granted for this redevelopment: the 
council doesn't like refusing its own proposals! 
 

Let us know what you think of these applications.  
They will both be discussed at our next Panel meeting 
and the Society will be submitting comments to the 
town hall. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

 

At the recent Thames Tunnel meetings our MP 
Justine Greening and the Council both supported the 
removal of Barn Elms as the preferred site; and Ofwat 
mentioned that they had objected to the Tunnel as a 
concept and had examined alternatives. At a meeting 
with the Ranelagh Residents Association, nearby to 
Barn Elms, Thames Water explained other factors 
influencing their decision including ground composi-
tion, river access, road network, costs, river navigation 
and residential proximity. The costs and size relating 
to the Barn Elms site still make it a strong favourite for 
Thames Water from an engineering perspective. 
Thames Water have now heard all objections and will 
reappraise and re-evaluate all sites. They have 
stressed that what will influence them most is the 
quality of response from local groups rather than num-
ber of responses. So please send in your response by 
10 February.  

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

 
From last November until early April, West London 
Churches Homeless Concern, www.wlchc.org are 
providing  bed spaces and sleeping bags every night 
for the homeless.   St Mary's Putney is one of the par-
ticipating churches providing a warm, safe shelter for 
35 guest together with a hot evening meal and a 
cooked breakfast in the morning .   Putney Society 
Community panel member Linda Oakley, MBE  is a 
volunteer.  If you are interested in donating any toilet-
ries or non-perishable food items, tinned goods 
(baked beans, tomatoes) coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
and sugar to the project  please contact: 
Linda on 020 8780 3170 or linda@ideas21.co.uk.    

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Feb 8  Wednesday  16 Roehampton Close 19.30 
   Mar 7              Wednesday    tbc    19.30 
 
Transport                        Feb 7  Tuesday   9 Charlwood Rd 19.30 
    Mar 6  Tuesday  11 Werter Rd  19.30 
   

 
 

Open Spaces   Feb 2                Thursday  54 Festing Road 20.15 
    Mar 1  Thursday  54 Festing Road 20.15 
 
Community   Feb 7  Tuesday   6 Norroy Road  20.15 
    Mar 14  Wednesday   6 Norroy Road  20.15 

 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

 

River bus service The service from Putney Pier is to be 
continued on an interim basis for 6 months and a more 
permanent and comprehensive service is being planned 
by Transport for London (TfL). Our thanks to Meredith 
Hyde, Rosemary Torrington and Richard Tracey for their 
work on this. Air Quality in Putney High Street We 
attended a meeting with TfL about the pollution caused 
by buses. We have invited TfL to provide speakers at 
our Members' Meeting on 26th April to tell the wider 
membership about their plans to improve the situation.  
Although filters on buses travelling along Putney High 
Street have made major reductions in particulate 
emission, they are still contravening the EU limit. The 
situation is bad and we need to carry on campaigning. 
Putney Station Network Rail‟s contractors worked hard 
over the holiday period to realign tracks and adjust 
platforms. The work will be completed in April. However 
we are not likely to see 10 car trains until late 2013. We 
are attempting to get more details about the works 
proposed for the ticket hall, stairways and new lifts, 
which should start in autumn this year. We hope for a 
proper consultation on both temporary and permanent 
works. 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

 

Putney Lower Common applications: Two planning 
applications proposing developments on Putney Lower 
Common will be followed closely by the Panel.  The first, 
for The Spencer Arms to be allowed to have tables and 
chairs on a small part of the Common in the summer 
months, has aroused considerable concern amongst 
local residents.  The application has been withdrawn but 
is expected to be resubmitted - in clearer terms. 
The second application, by the borough council to itself, 
proposes the redevelopment of Putney Hospital for a 
new Primary School, a block of 24 flats and a new 
access road built on Common land.  The Society is 
asking the council to have a display of the submitted  

News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and  

raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 
 However, since space is limited in people‟s houses please 

 contact convenor in advance. 

http://www.wlchc.org
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Putney Society Contacts 
 

Chairman   Carolyn McMillan       38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS   0208 789 6692 
Secretary   Suzanne Taylor       7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership   Bob Bowmer*       17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 
Web Editor    Sue Rolfe                     rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
Website: www.putneysociety.org.uk    *email: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Thames Tunnel : Phase Two 

Consultation : Make your views count 

Thames Water (TW) Phase 2 consultation runs 
through to 10 February 2012.  We published 
our initial thoughts in last month‟s Bulletin and 
will publish our full response on the website as 
soon as possible.  In the meantime the most 
significant changes relating to Putney are: 
- Carnwath Road is now TW‟s preferred main 
tunnel drive site for the  West end of the tunnel  
i n s t e a d  o f  B a r n  E l m s ; 
- TW plan to use barges for a significant part of 
the delivery and removal of materials at Putney 
Bridge. 
 
The selection of Carnwath Road instead of 
Barn Elms is good news for Putney 
residents but it would be wrong to be 
complacent.  Plans can change again.  The 
risk of TW changing plans, makes it important 
that as many members as possible respond to 
Phase 2 consultation. The principal reasons for 
T W ‟ s  c h a n g e  o f  p l a n s  a r e : 
- Carnwath Road is a brownfield site; 
-  existing wharfs and width of the river at 
Carnwath Road will allow use of larger barges; 
- There will be much less conflict with the 
recreational uses of the river than at Barn 
Elms.  
 
If you agree with this rationale please let TW 
know. This can be done via TW’s 
consultation website 
http://www.thamestunnelconsultation.co.uk/ 
by email to 
thames.tunnel@thameswater.co.uk  
or alternatively by post to: Freepost RSSB-
HYRU-EGUT, Thames Tunnel, 35 King 
Street, BRISTOL, BS1 4DZ.  If you are 
emailing or replying by post please include your 
name and address. 

The Putney Bridge CSO: we warmly 
welcome the use of barges to minimise traffic 
and environmental impacts but we would like 
to see even greater use of barges. If you 
agree with us again please let TW know.   

But whatever your views please don’t miss 

your chance to influence this project. 

  

Want to Make a Difference in 2012? 

 
Local charity Regenerate-RISE provides unique 
activities and lunches for the isolated elderly at its 
welcoming centres at the Platt Christian Centre in 
Felsham Road and in Roehampton. RISE is 
looking for people from the local community to join 
the Advisory Committee, which meets four times a 
year.  Committee members need to be 
sympathetic to the Christian faith and adhere to 
the values and ethos of Regenerate-RISE.  (This 
is not a Trustee position).  For more information 
about the charity see www.regenerate-rise.co.uk.  
Contact Mo Smith for further details: 
mosmith@regenerate-rise.co.uk 

    

Farewell, Marilyn 

The Society was sad to learn of the recent death of 
Marilyn Golding.  Marilyn had served on the Society's 
Executive Committee and was Convenor of our 
Community Panel which met regularly in her home.  
The Society was represented by Pauline Brueseke at 
the memorial service held at St Margaret's Church to 
commemorate Marilyn's life.  She will be missed. 

 

Thanks to Warrens, the estate agents for 
buying over 500 copies of our “Brief History of  
Putney and Roehampton”. These will be 
distributed  among their new and existing clients.  

 
 

http://www.thamestunnelconsultation.co.uk/
mailto:thames.tunnel@thameswater.co.uk
http://www.regenerate-rise.co.uk/

