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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thurs 29th September 7.30 pm 
St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

The meeting will explore the usage of Putney’s stretch of the River Thames, a vital artery 
which has played, and still plays, such a vital role in our local & national history. Speakers 
will include Cllr. Rosemary Torrington, Chas Newens, proprietor of the marine business 
on the embankment, the head coach and captain of the London Rowing Club and Adrian 
Allworth, Director of Thames Executive Charters, who run the river taxi. Tunnels, CSOs 
and sewage are not on the agenda, but we won't be surprised if they make an appearance! 

The meeting is open to all Society members and friends 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

New Museum Director 
Neil Couzens has been appointed by the 
Board of Trustees as Director of the 
Wandsworth Museum, taking up the post 
on 1st August, in succession to Ken 
Barbour. He was previously Commercial 

Development Manager 
at the National Army 
Museum and before 
that, Project Manager 
at the Chelsea Physic 
Garden, achieving sub-
stantial increases in 
visitor numbers, venue 
hire revenue, ‘Friends’ 
membership numbers, 

and growth in the Garden’s overall in-
come. He has also worked at the London 
Review of Books, as Head of Marketing, 
and Sadler’s Wells, as Senior Marketing 
Manager. We wish him every success. 

Putney Man Receives MBE 
In congratulating Edward Lister on his 
knighthood in the Birthday Honours, we 
omitted to congratulate PS member John 
Marston, Chairman of Marston Proper-
ties, on his MBE for services to volun-
teering. These are too numerous to list 
here (see websites) but include almost 30 
years as Governor and Corporation 
Member of Ealing, Hammersmith & West London College 
of Further Education (EHWLC), whose Capital & Estates 
Committee he continues to chair. As Chair of Governors of 
Granard School, he instigated and coordinated the con-
struction of a swimming pool, which was opened by Justine 
Greening MP in March 2009, when she joined John and 
Head-Teacher Glynis Cobb in a 1-length race! [Controversy 
surrounded the end of the race and spectators were unsure 
who won, but an unnamed source confirmed Justine as the 
victor (victrix?), with John a close second!] 
He and his wife have been married for 47 years and have 
two grown-up children and 5 grandchildren. 

River Use in Putney 

Photograph by PS member Charlotte Annand 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Sat-Sun 17th-18th Sept  Open House London Several venues in the Borough (see page 4) 
Thursday 29th September Members’ Meeting ‘River Use in Putney’  7.30 pm (p. 1) 
Thursday 27th October  Members’ Meeting ‘Wild Life Crime’  7.30 pm 
Thursday 24th November  Members’ Meeting ‘Shopping in Putney Town Centre’    7.30 pm 

Your letters 
The views expressed are members’ own and not 
necessarily those of the Society. Short letters 
are preferred - long ones may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 
or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

side St Mary’s Church. Whilst I believe the Executive has 
strong support from the membership for its campaign to 
persuade TW to abandon their plans for Barn Elms and to 
use the river as much as possible for the transportation of 
materials, I very much doubt that it has a similar mandate 
to take sides and pressure TW to relocate their planned 
CSO connection at Putney Bridge. 
Moving the CSO site downstream would result in major 
construction works being sited next to St Mary’s and the 
nursery playground in the old graveyard, contractors’ 
vehicles crossing the much used pedestrian/cycle zone on 
the Putney Wharf Thames Path, impact the residents of 
Putney Wharf far more directly than those of Kenilworth 
Court and the Star & Garter, and threaten the stability of 
the weaker river wall below the bridge. I also believe that 
the Executive should openly report its position on such a 
controversial issue periodically through the pages of the 
widely read Bulletin, as all the regular panels do, rather 
than simply posting copies of their correspondence with 
TW on the ‘Issues’ section of the Society’s website. 

Richard Norton, Deodar Road 
[The Society will respond to Richard’s letter in the 
October issue. Editor.] 

Thames Tunnel Strategy Group Update 
The Tunnel has featured in the media recently and the 
odds are it will be built, to cope with over 17M tonnes 
spilling from sewers into the Thames every year. The  PS  
supports the objectives of the tunnel and has focussed on 
ensuring implementation is in the best interests of Putney 
residents and the wider community. 
The PS is totally against the use of Barn Elms as a main 
drive shaft for the tunnel and has recently joined the Save 
Barn Elms Alliance; other members include Wandsworth 
& Richmond Councils, Justine Greening & Zac Goldsmith 
MPs, Stop the Shaft, GLA members Tony Arbour & 
Richard Tracey, and Barnes Community Association. The 
central aim is to raise awareness of the threat facing the 
playing fields at Barn Elms. 
To further counter that threat, since April the Society has 
also been championing a single large diameter drive from 
Nine Elms to the Acton storm tanks. The benefits of this 
tunnelling strategy include: 
 reducing pollution by 200,000 m3 p.a. - equivalent to 

eliminating the discharge from 7 of the 34 combined 
sewer overflows (CSOs) that TW propose to intercept 

 eliminating the risks to other river users arising from 
the use of barges to serve a main drive site upstream of 
Nine Elms 

 avoiding having a main drive site at Barn Elms or 
Carnwath Rd 

[continued on page 4] 

Dear Sir, 
Who is Responsible? 

Like it or not, some of the recent deplorable scenes at 
Clapham Junction and across London involved people 
from Putney; and indeed some of the many phone shops in 
Putney High St were attacked and looted at the height of 
the troubles. We all have a measure of responsibility for 
allowing a significant minority of our fellow citizens to feel 
they have so little involvement in our society that they can 
go out and commit acts of gross antisocial behaviour and 
criminality, with no apparent shame or guilt. 
What can we do about it? I don’t pretend to have answers 
and I’m sure there are no easy ones. Zero tolerance of 
even minor misdemeanours might be a start, though. The 
underlying causes are complex but if all of us, the  Society 
included, start by recognising that we have a role to play 
in finding solutions to this huge societal problem, then 
progress might be made. 

Jonathan Callaway, Luttrell Avenue 
Dear Sir, 

Putney Park Lane Walk 
I was disappointed that so few members of the Society felt 
motivated to join the walk on 21st July. Two Council Offi-
cers and a Ward Councillor made time to spend two hours 
with only six of us, as we walked and discussed issues re-
lating to this historic and well-used linear park. 
However, it begs the question - why should the Council 
bother to resolve problems raised, if they appear to matter 
to so few residents and users? Such apathy reflects badly 
on us all and it would not be surprising if the Council 
ceased to make such efforts in future. 
On behalf of those who do care, I would like to thank John 
Horrocks for his continued commitment to looking after 
the Lane, the apathy of others notwithstanding. 

Shirley Gillbe, Luttrell Avenue 
Dear Sir, 
Thames Water Tunnel & Combined Sewer Outlet 

I believe the Society should adopt a neutral position on the 
siting of the proposed CSO connection at Putney Bridge 
and not continue trying to persuade TW to abandon their 
preferred site immediately upstream by Waterman’s Green 
to one downstream of the bridge, on the foreshore along-



News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater 
length on the website - address at bottom of p. 4 
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were boarded or shuttered up, most shops closed early and 
there was a strong police presence in the High St. There 
were reports that potential looters did a recce but, seeing 
the preparations, went elsewhere. 
The Post Office has announced a public consultation on its 
proposal to relocate Putney Post Office to 254 Upper 
Richmond Road, 150 yards from the current location 
(between Velosport and Back to Balance [closed]). 
A reminder that Putney Library now closes at 2 pm on 
Friday. Mon, Wed, Thurs: 9am-8pm; Tues: closed; Fri: 
9am-2pm, Sat: 9am-5pm; Sun: 1pm-5pm. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

A very useful site meeting was held with Ian Harrison, the 
Council’s Horticultural Services Officer, to look at ways 
of  improving  the already gracious and formal green path 
from Lower Richmond Rd to the Horne Way Estate, 
which is dominated by mature trees, well kept grass and 
privet hedges. One idea was to plant another hedge at the 
Horne Way end, another to plant more interesting  bushes 
(hawthorn, rhododendron). In the end, we decided that, to 
improve and not disturb the already very effective look of 
this walk, climbers along some of the high, bald & barren 
wall next to the houses in Danemere Road would be a very 
cost effective way for the Society to get involved: Boston 
Ivy and Virginia Creeper were suggested. This may open 
the way for other plantings on Council estates. 
The change of path, whilst work is going on at Beverley 
Brook, has passed without much disturbance. 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

How green is my ... roof?! 
London’s best-known green roof is probably the one on 
top of the old Derry & Toms building in Kensington High 
Street, with its fountains, trees and ducks. We haven't had 
such things in Putney before - but now that's changed! 
In Hotham Road, a new green roof has been laid on the 
new dining room/kitchen building erected in the Hotham 
School playground. The ugly new yellow brick wall (now 
soot-rendered) is also part of this curious development. 
Does anyone know of another example of a green roof laid 
on such a steep pitch? Will it work? Or will it just dry out 
and become a costly maintenance problem? 
It was designed by the Borough Architect, so perhaps he 
can answer these questions. The scheme still doesn't have 
planning approval, because of confusion at the Town Hall. 
It will be coming back to the Council’s Planning Applica-
tions Committee at its next meeting on Thursday 15th Sept 
at 7.30 pm in Room 123. 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Sept 7th  * Wednesday  16 Roehampton Close 7.30 pm 
* note date change Oct 13th  Thursday  21 Pentlow Street 7.30 pm 
Transport  Sept 13th Tuesday  11 Werter Road  7.30 pm 
   Oct 4th  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road 7.30 pm 
Open Spaces  Oct 6th  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm
   Dec 7th  Wednesday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  Sept 14th Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 
   Oct 12th  Wednesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

By the time this bulletin is published, the London-Surrey 
Cycle Classic will have happened on Sun 14th August. We 
would like to have your reactions and give feedback to the 
organisers for next year’s Olympic Race in July.  Did you 
enjoy it, or was the inconvenience awful? Would you like 
to see it happen every year? 
The Panel has been asked to take up the subject of noisy 
early and late flights into LHR. We rotate with Fulham for 
the runway on a fortnightly basis and if this creates nui-
sance, we need to collect data. Please keep logs and let me 
know times & dates of particularly noisy flights; once we 
have evidence, we will lobby the authorities. 
An air quality monitoring scheme run by the Society will 
have a kick-off meeting on 10th September. If you live in 
central Putney and would like to take part, please contact 
me or Jonathan Callaway. 
The 20’s Plenty campaign continues to collect petition 
signatures and I need volunteers to canvas selected streets 
in late August & September. Please contact me! 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

The new Putneymead Surgery, at 266 Upper Richmond 
Rd, 8788 0686, is now open for business and looks great. 
The 3 surgeries seem to have merged successfully, with c. 
25,000 patients on the books; there’s a dispensary on site 
too. The Patient Panel is growing, and to learn more about 
how the surgery will work and have a say in the services 
offered, email: putneymeadpatientforum@nhs.net. 
There will be an open public meeting on 26th Sept at 7pm. 
We have no further news on Putney Hospital, except to 
note that the Council is still in negotiations regarding the 
purchase of the site. 
The borough-wide meeting on Education has been post-
poned, as it’s going to take a little longer to get the parties 
together. It will be of interest to current and future parents 
and will, we hope, explain how Wandsworth’s education 
system is going to work, with Free Schools, Academies etc. 
During the riot, three mobile phone shops in the High St 
had windows smashed and one was looted but nowhere 
else was damaged as far as we know. Next day, Putney was 
alerted by Twitter that it was on the ‘hit list’, several shops 



[Tunnel Update, cont. from page 2] 
To further press the case for a single drive, we have called 
for a full cost-benefit analysis to ensure that all the options 
are properly considered. 
Putney Bridge CSO: the PS has tried to reach a balanced 
view and to take a wider perspective, putting the interests 
of Putney as a whole first, considering environment, trans-
port and conservation issues, as well as the ability of a site 
to leave a positive heritage The Society therefore expressed 
a preference for a downstream site for these works because: 
 it is much easier to use large barges for transportation of 

spoil and materials if they do not need to pass through 
the arches of the bridge (and therefore safer for other 
river users upstream) 

 lorries wouldn’t be able to use the overcrowded High 
Street 

 conservation of the historic slipway and Waterman’s 
Green is achieved 

 a site immediately downstream of the bridge could help 
to create a continuous Thames path, leaving a positive 
heritage 

However, there is now widespread understanding that TW 
have selected a site to the west of the bridge in the Phase 2 
consultation to be published in September and that con-
struction work could take over 3 years, owing to the need 
to protect the slipway. 

Open House London, 17th-18th September 
Several buildings, institutions and sites in the Borough 
are participating in this weekend, though only two in 
Roehampton & Putney: Parkstead House & Whitelands 
College (Roehampton University), with some fine, listed 
architecture, and Skinner-Trevino House in Santos Rd.  

Free booklets in libraries or details on website: 
www.openhouselondon.org.uk 

Current & potential email subscribers! 
If you’re changing your email address, or would like to 
receive the bulletin by email (cheaper & in colour!),  
send an email to Bob Bowmer on bobbowmer@aol.com. 

We welcome the following new members: 
Richard Baillie, Norroy Road; Robert Guertin, Putney 
Heath; Bryony Kinnear, Norroy Road; Christian Klapp, 
Upper Richmond Road; Linda Oakley, Norroy Road; 
Mike Robinson, Bangalore Street; Barbara Shillabeer, 
Commondale; Anna & Judith Thomsen, Bendemeer 
Road; H M W Timms, Lower Richmond Road; Oonagh 
Wohanka, W8; Robert Wohanka, Lower Richmond Road 

Requests for Volunteers 
#1: Age Concern 

Age Concern has approached us, asking whether any of 
our members might have an hour or two a week to visit 
and befriend an older person in the Borough, who might 
be isolated or housebound. This could involve talking,  
shopping, walking or practical support such as picking 
up a prescription. There are also roles for ‘telephone. 
friends’. Please contact Age Concern on 0207 386 9085 
(Rochelle) or visit 105 Greyhound Road, Fulham, W6. 

#2: Brandlehow School 
Sara Grove, Headteacher of Brandlehow school in East 
Putney, has created a beautiful garden in the school 
grounds and would love to hear from any green-fingered 
PS members who could spare a couple of hours now and 
again - or could help pupils improve their reading: 

8874 5429 or head@brandlehow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 
Roehampton Festival 

The Roehampton Festival, a great celebration for local 
residents, was happily revived this year. The PS donated 
£250 to local groups (Regenerate and the Roehampton 
Trust) towards the cost of organising this summer’s 
festival, which took place on The Bull Green over the 
weekend of 30th-31st July. The aim of the festival is to 
help build community spirit in Roehampton, providing 
fun and activities for local people of all ages. 
‘Roundheads & Cavaliers Quest’, Sat. 4th June 

This Town Centre Partnership event for the Wandsworth 
Heritage Festival,  managed by Sue Rolfe (PS) and Sally 
Allen (Manager Star & Garter) raised £547.44 for the 
Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability. This local hospital 
relies on voluntary donations to raise £2M p.a. for care 
for profoundly disabled patients. Eight teams took part 
and Cromwell’s Warts were declared the winners. 
Thanks to the efforts of Cllrs. Maddan & Torrington, 
and the pubs who contributed meals as prizes, the event 
went with a swing and most of the clues were cracked. 

London-Surrey Cycle Classic, 14th August 
App. 140 cyclists whizz past 
The Arab Boy, 10 minutes 
after the start! It appears to 
have gone without a hitch 
and been well received, so 
the inevitable moans about 

the inevitable congestion seem rather petty. 
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Putney Society Contacts: 
Chairman Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 
Secretary Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 
Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 
Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 92A Putney High Street, SW15 1RB 07833 773599 (mob) 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
The October Bulletin will be issued on 29th September, copy date 23rd September 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   


